STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 

June 19, 2014

Time: 

11:21 a.m. 

Location: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

Members Present:


Michael Kastner, Chair

Joseph Radtka, Board Member

Jon Garner, Board Member

Gregory Schott, Board Member

Absent: 
Keith Horton, Board Member

Charles Kruger, Board Member

DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 


John Papavasiliou, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Home and 

      Mechanical Services

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 

Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Specialist

OTHERS PRESENT:

Diane Kastner, Maryland PHCC 
Ron Lord, IAPMO
Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner, PE, LLC

Vernon Gavin, AACO MPA

Jim Berndt, MD PHCC

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 11:21 a.m.  

APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Executive Session at 10:37 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon Completion of the session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:20 a.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The members agreed to table the minutes of the Business Meeting held May 15, 2014.   Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Minutes at the July 17, 2014 Board meeting.  
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members agreed to table the Executive Session held May 15, 2014.   Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Executive Session at the July 17, 2014 Board meeting.  
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:

PLUMBING COMPLAINTS

Closed Complaints

OIS 


Precharge  

Plum-140034


Plum-140039

Plum-140049/54
Plum-140046


Plum-140048

Plum-140055

Plum-140056

Plum-140057

Plum-140058

Plum-140060 


Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report.



REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of May 2014: 

             Plumber

      Candidates            Passed

Failed
     
Pass %





          Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	         2
	          1
	       1
	       50%  

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	       26
	         11
	     15
	       42%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	         0
	           0
	       0
	         0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	       10
	           6
	       4
	       60%

	                              TOTAL
	       38
	         18
	     20
	       47%


Mr. Papavasiliou reported that 18 passed with a 47% passing rate years to above 42%, historically 36%.  There are currently 13,060 active licensees.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion on Compressed Air Systems

Mr. Radtka reported that the Compressed Gas Association (CGA) promotes safety standards and safe practices in all facets of the industrial gas industry.  The CGA writes standards for compressed gases.  Mr. Radtka advised that ASME and ANSI standards do address safety, mechanical, electrical and performance issues associated with compressed air systems. The NFPA standards cover many requirements for medical gases used with compressed air.  The Board discussed whether permits are routinely required to provide medical gas services but it is unclear whether permits are routinely required for compressed air.  After a brief discussion, Mr. Radtka agreed to continue to investigate this matter further and provide an update at the July 17, 2014 Board meeting.      
B. Discussion of Mid-Atlantic Propane Gas Association Bobtail Issue 
Mr. Kastner followed-up with Mr. Papavasiliou as to whether there was any new correspondence from the Mid-Atlantic Propane Gas Association on the Bobtail Issue.  Mr. Papavasiliou had no new correspondence to report to the Board on this matter.  
NEW BUSINESS

A. Continuing Education for Inspectors  

Mr. Schott reported that Mr. Darrell Smith, Chief Plumbing Inspector of Howard County had inquired as to whether or not the recertification Backflow course given by PHCC was approved by the Board.  Mr. Ratdka confirmed that PHCC was a recognized Backflow course.  Upon completion of the course, a list of names should be provided to the Board for individuals to receive credit.  Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted that the recertification Backflow course given by PHCC was approved by the Board. 

CORRESPONDENCE

A. Discussion on the 2012 National Standard Plumbing Code  

Mr. Kastner reported that Mr. Gary D. Hicks sent an e-mail, dated on June 18, 2014, requesting that the Board confirm whether the 2012 National Standard Plumbing Code can be used at the Plumber Inspector test.  Mr. Hicks is one of the three candidates scheduled to take the non-master plumber inspector test on Friday, June 27, 2014. Upon the Board’s review, it was agreed that the 2006 with the 2007 supplement thru 2012 National Standard Plumbing Code may be used at the Plumber Inspector test.
COUNSEL’S REPORT

None.

CHAIR’S REPORT

None.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Papavasiliou announced to the Board that the new Executive Director, Ms. Robin Bailey, will be joining DLLR, Division of Occupational and Professional licensing on Wed. June 25th.  He briefly discussed Ms. Bailey’s extensive work experience with the State government.  Ms. Bailey will be formally introduced to the Board at the July 17, 2014 Board meeting.                     
ADJOURNMENT

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 11:43 a.m.       
_________________________



__________________________

Michael Kastner, Chair




Date

With Corrections ______




Without Corrections ______ 
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