STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

Date:

June 20, 2013
Time:

10:30 a.m.

Location:
500 North Calvert Street  


Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Jon Garner 

Joseph Radtka


Keith Horton  
Absent:
Charles Morgan   

Gregory Schott       
DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 



Michael Vorgetts, Deputy Commissioner, Occupational & Professional Licensing
 

John Papavasiliou, Executive Director

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Others Present:




J. Richard Wagner, Member of the public
Diane Kastner, MD PHCC



Justin Wiley, Member of the Public
Jim Berndt, MD PHCC


Vernon Gauss, M.P.A.
CALL TO ORDER
Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtks’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into 

Executive Session at 10:36 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:55 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held May 16, 2013. Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.

APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session as written.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
OIS-INVESTIGATION


PLUM 130028
      PLUM 130029
                  
PLUM 130030
      PLUM 130031
Upon Mr. Horton’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of May 2013: 

             Plumber

      Candidates            Passed
Failed
     
Pass %





          Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	       0
	        0
	      0
	     0%  

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	     60
	        30
	    30
	    50%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	       2
	         1
	      1
	    50%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	       7
	         2
	      5
	    29%

	                              TOTAL
	     69
	        33
	     36
	    48 %


Mr. Papavasiliou reported that there are currently 13,312 active licensees.  He informed the Board that he will request PSI to break down the test results for comparison with other States; he will have that report for review at a future business meeting.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.  Discussion regarding the Backflow/Cross Connection Regulation

Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that the Backflow Regulations, COMAR 09.20.04.01-.02 were submitted and posted in the Maryland Register on April 19, 2013.  The public comment period ended on June 14, 2013.  He informed the Board that final action could be considered.  Motion made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the Backflow regulations as proposed in the Maryland Registry.
B.  Enforcement of Continuing Education for Inspectors
The Board had a brief discussion regarding the enforcement of continuing education for Inspectors.  Mr. Kastner would like to discuss the law and regulations regarding the requirements for inspectors at a future business meeting.    
D.  Update regarding Dual Apprentices 
Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that he has obtained a report of 1,198 individuals that concurrently hold an apprentice plumber and apprentice HVACR license.  He also added that no system is in place to flag these individuals in the information system. Discussions with programmers and fiscal have begun on ways to flag these individuals when seeking a license at the next level.  Experience data and chronology needs to be captured to ensure experience cannot be used twice.
NEW BUSINESS
A.  Notice of Proposed Action

Mr. Papavasiliou reviewed with the Board proposed action to adopt COMAR 09.20.03.02 Responsibilities of Licensees.  Mr. Papavasiliou reminded the Board that at the April 18, 2013 meeting, the Board had proposed adoption of new Regulation .02 under COMAR 09.20.03 Responsibilities of Licenses, to require that new and renewal applicants for licensure provide the actual street address of the applicant’s residence or principal business of record, when an application is filed.  Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that final action and comments on the proposal are expected to be considered by the Board during the July 18, 2013, at 10:30 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  
B.  Continuing Education Credits for Inspectors
Mr. Radtka provided the names of the individuals who attended the Maryland Plumbing & Mechanical Inspectors Association Seminar on June 12, 2013.  The following individuals have satisfied the requirements for continuing education for inspectors, Pursuant to § 12-503(a)(1).

W. Samuel Scott
Charles Cook

Charles L. Chalk Jr.
Larry Schuyler

Bruce Henkel

John Quigley

Joseph Hanna

Steve Fox

Joseph Radtka

Mary O’Brien

C.  Discussion regarding the request for special favors
Mr. Kastner discussed with the Board a request for special favors.  He informed the Board that he was contacted by an individual that wanted his son to be eligible to take the examination with no prior license or incomplete experience and just a resume.  He asked whether the board members have ever been approached in this manner.  Upon further discussion regarding this matter, Mr. Kastner informed the Board that if this should happen to one of them as a request for “favors”, the Board member should explain the proper protocol and report the incident to the Mr. Papavasiliou.  
D.  Additional information for the website
John discussed with the Board the possibility of adding additional information to the Board’s website, such as the requirements for advertisements and the display of license information on company vehicles.  He requested that the Board evaluate the website for consideration of displaying additional information that may be more useful to licensees and consumers.  
E.  Review of the PSI application Bulletin
Each Board member was given a PSI examination application bulletin for review of any updates that may be required.  The results of this information obtained will be reviewed at the next business meeting.
F.  Discussion regarding Tri County meeting
Mr. Kastner informed the Board that Tri-County will be holding a meeting on June 26, 2013 from 1-3 p.m.; Mr. Kastner and Mr. Radtka will attend the meeting and will update the Board at the next business meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE

Email inquiry concerning CEU eligibility
The Board reviewed an email inquiring whether a training presentation would be eligible for CEU’s in the State of Maryland.  The company inquiring is Lubrizol Advanced Materials in Cleveland, Ohio.  The training presentation is on CPVC fire sprinkler pipe. Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that the training would fall under the Fire Marshall’s jurisdiction and not the Board of Plumbing.  This would not qualify as CEUs for our future Continued Competency Program. 
Inquiry regarding COMAR updated to reflect new code changes

The Board reviewed an inquiry from Mr. Robert Mitchell, Director of Environmental Programs, regarding new code changes. Mr. Mitchell wanted information on adopting a different code than the State Plumbing Code.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board asked that Mr. Mitchell be advised that the Board has adopted the 2012 National Standard Plumbing Code and the other Codes identified in COMAR 09.20.01, including the liquefied petroleum Gas Code NFPA 58 2011 and, further, that local code adoption must be in compliance with  Bus. Occ. & Prof., Md. Code Ann., § 12-206(a):

§ 12-206.  Enforcement of plumbing codes


(a) Required; local codes allowed. – A county shall:



(1) enforce the State Plumbing Code; or


(2) adopt and enforce a local plumbing code that meets or exceeds the minimum 


Standards of the State Plumbing Code for the proper design, acceptable installation,


and adequate maintenance of plumbing systems.

Mr. Papavasiliou will inform Mr. Mitchell that he may wish to consider consulting with Counsel regarding this statute and whether the code they consider adopting meets or exceeds the State Plumbing Code.

Inquiry regarding starting a propane cylinder exchange company
The Board reviewed an email inquiry regarding the start of a propane cylinder exchange company and requested the Board to inform him of what type of license would be required to operate a company like this.  He explained that he would be exchanging propane cylinders for grills, patio heaters, forklifts etc., and will also be transporting 20lb-33lb tanks in the back of his pick up truck. Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that hooking up to the propane equipment listed is not within the Board’s jurisdiction.  At a minimum, he should contact the Maryland Department of Transportation to inquire about the safety of transporting propane in a pick up truck.  He may be required to obtain a HAZMAT or other permit as well as obtaining a business license and a CEPT license to ensure safety.  He should also contact Mid Atlantic Propane Gas Association for their input.
Inquiry regarding the adoption of NFPA 58

The Board reviewed correspondence from TRI GAS & OIL inquiring information regarding the adoption of NFPA 58 2011 version.  TRI GAS & OIL inquired when the new code was adopted, when it went into effect and if it reverts back to 2011.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board asked that he be notified that the Board adopted NFPA 58 2011 on April 18, 2013 and the effective date was May 13, 2013.  The Board stated that if he was asking about permits and the code to be followed, the code in effect at the time the permit is obtained is to be followed until completion.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

None.
Chair’s Report 
None.
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m.
______________________________


_______________

Michael Kastner, Chair




Date
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