STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 

July 18, 2019 
Time: 

10:30 a.m.
Location: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair

Richard J. Small, Board Member
Joseph Radtka, Board Member

Richard Bowers, Board Member

Absent: 

Keith Horton, Board Member

Michael Bowersox, Board Member 

Gregory Schott, Board Member

DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, DLLR Mechanical Boards    

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 
Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Officer
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Diane Kastner, MDPHCC 


Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner PE LLC



Nichalas Cummings, Local 486 Plumbers & Steamfitters   

 

Jonathan Sargeant, Omegaflex

Justin Wiley, ICC

Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies

Tom Buckley, WSSC

John Scott Horn, WSSC

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:52 a.m.
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Small’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda without corrections.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on June 20, 2019.  Upon Mr. Bowers’ Motion, and Mr. Small’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes with corrections.      

PLUMBING COMPLAINTS

Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee.
Closed Complaints
Investigation  

Plum-190060

Plum-190043


Plum-190063

Plum-190053








Plum-190064



Plum-190065



Plum-190066



Plum-190068

Upon Mr. Bowers’ Motion, and Mr. Small’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for June, 2019: 

Plumber

                   Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	0
	0
	0
	0%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	26
	15
	11
	58%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	3
	0
	3
	 0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	22
	14
	8
	64%

	                              TOTAL
	51
	29
	22
	57%


Ms. Bailey reported that candidates were tested in June, 29 passed, 22 failed with a passing rate of 57%. Since January 2006, the passing rate is 35%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 36%.  There are currently active 13,685 licensees.
Mss. Bailey stated that the change in candidate passing rate compared to May 2019 may not be the result of the lowering of the score.  The lowering of the score from 75% to 70% went into effect June 18, 2019.  The overall passing score this month is higher than previous months reported.    
OLD BUSINESS

a.  Code Update
Counsel informed the Code has been submitted for the August 16, 2019, for publication in the Maryland Register.  The final deadline is projected to take effect at the October meeting.  At that time, the Board will be able to consider final action on this regulation. She will keep the Board posted with future updates.      
NEW BUSINESS
None offered.

CORRESPONDENCE

None offered.
COUNSEL’S REPORT

a. Occupational Licenses or Certificates – Use of Criminal History 

Counsel advised the Board of an amendment to the law pertaining to the use of a licensee’s or a license applicant’s criminal history that takes effect on October 1, 2019 as a basis for license denial. The law will prohibit an occupational licensing board from denying a license to an applicant or pursuing administrative charges against a licensee convicted of a crime if a certain period of time has passed since an applicant’s conviction for a nonviolent offense unless a board makes certain determinations.  If a period of seven (7) years has passed since an applicant’s conviction for a nonviolent crime and all court-ordered supervision has been satisfied, a board may not deny an occupational license or certificate. The law will not apply to certain sexually based offenses, for which a board will be permitted to exercise discretion upon consideration of the required statutory factors.  Mr. Small inquired whether this law will affect those who commit other crimes such as grand larceny or embezzlement. Counsel reiterated that this law will only effect individuals of nonviolent crimes and certain sexually-based offenses.                                
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Mr. Kastner congratulated John “Scott” Horn on his appointment, as introduced by Tom Buckley, Plumbing Inspector, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). Mr. Buckley introduced Mr. Horn as new Section Manager Inspection Services, Regulatory Services Division. Ms. Bailey commended Mr. Horn on his follow up and action on complaints forwarded to WSSC by the Board.  She thanked him for a job well done and welcomed him to the Board meeting.         
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

House Bill (HB) 60  
Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation – Renaming 
Ms. Bailey stated that HB 60 took effect July 1, 2019, to change the Department’s name from the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation to the Maryland Department of Labor, which will now be referred to as “LABOR”. LABOR is in the process of changing its letterhead, business cards, and other documents. The legislation allows LABOR to use existing supplies referencing the former name, Maryland Department of Labor Licensing, and Regulation. As these items run out new material will be ordered reflecting the name change.   

Ms. Bailey announced that Governor Hogan has appointed Tiffany Robinson as Secretary – designee of the Maryland Department of Labor.  She will begin her new position on July 31, 2019.  Additionally, Ms. Bailey reminded Board members that of August 1, 2019, there will be no parking at 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD.  Ms. Bailey stated that she will be working with Ms. Meyers on a list of alternative parking within the area to distribute to the Board by the next meeting.  Further, she explained that LABOR will be relocate on or before July 1, 2020 but the new site has not been determined.           
CLOSED SESSION 

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Small’s second, the Board unanimously agreed to enter into Closed Session, pursuant to §§ 3-305(b)(7) and (8) of the General Provisions Article, Maryland Annotated Code, at 11:17 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, in order to advice of Counsel regarding the consideration of a Proposed Decision in administrative proceeding, Case No: PLUM-190003 regarding the provision of unlicensed plumbing services.    

Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Small, and the Board unanimously carried to adopt the recommendations of the ALJ, including the Respondent be subject to sanctions under the Maryland Code and that a $3,000.00 civil penalty be imposed in Case No.: PLUM-190004/OAH Case No: DLR-PLB-65-18-36546.          

Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Bowers, and the Board unanimously carried to return to the Business Session of the meeting at 11:45 a.m. Upon completion of the Closed Session the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:45 a.m.    

APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF CLOSED SESSION

The members reviewed the findings of the Closed Session held on July 18, 2019. Upon 
Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Bowers’ seconded, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Closed Session.   

ADJOURNMENT

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Bowers’ second, the Board unanimously carried to adjourn meeting at 11:45 a.m.
_________________________



__________________________

Chair, Michael Kastner 




Date

Without Corrections ______




with Corrections ______ 
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