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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date: 			February 19, 2026

Time: 			10:30 a.m.

Location: 		100 S. Charles Street, Tower 1
			Conference Room 3309
Baltimore, MD 21201
Held via Video Conference
meet.google.com/qks-niad-yfo	
By Phone via Teleconference  
1-414-909-7588 (PIN: 385820141)

Members Present:	Joseph Radtka, Chairman
Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman, Industry Member
Leif Hancock, Industry Member
Craig Stokes, Industry Member
Robert Parker, Consumer Member

Absent:		Megan Klepsig, Industry Member

LABOR Officials & Staff Present: Sarah McDermott, Assistant Commissioner, Occupational and
   Professional Licensing
Charles Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer III

OTHERS PRESENT:   Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies
     Kathy Stradley, MPHCC
			

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Radtka called the February 19, 2026, Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to order, virtually, at 10:31 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145686033]  
[bookmark: _Hlk217390271]A motion to approve the January 15, 2026 Business Meeting Minutes was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus, and unanimously approved by the Board without amendment.     

PLUMBING COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus reported the following findings of the Complaint Committee:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	
	
	25-0041
	

	
	
	25-0042
	

	
	
	25-0044
	

	
	
	26-0001
	



A motion to accept the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Hancock, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no applications to be reviewed and no report necessary. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

Ms. Thornton reported the following statistical summary submitted by PSI for January 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk201045125]		                   	       Candidates        	Passed		Failed	     	     Pass %
				          Tested
	[bookmark: _Hlk174351326]Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	1
	1
	0
	100%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	49
	19
	30
	39%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	5
	1
	4
	20%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	36
	11
	25
	31%

	                              TOTAL
	91
	32
	59
	35%



Ms. Thornton further reported that since January 2026, 91 candidates were tested, 32 candidates passed, 59 failed, for a pass rate of 35%. Since the inception of the test, 13,124 candidates were tested, 4,774 candidates passed, 8,350 failed, for a pass rate of 36%. There are currently 13,935 active licensees. 

Christopher Imhof joined the meeting at 10:36 a.m. 

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to be discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS

Listing of Approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Providers:
Chairman Radtka reintroduced the discussion on the formation of a list of approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Providers. Chairman Radtka stated that he would like the Board to form a committee to establish the requirements to become an approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Provider. He thanked Mr. Fishpaw for
providing guidance on what he has been required to provide for certification and what should be required for the Board’s consideration.  

Chairman Radtka asked for Board members interested in joining the Committee, adding that Mr. Stokes had volunteered and would chair the Committee. Mr. Hancock and Mr. Parker volunteered to serve on the Committee. Counsel reminded the Board that the Committee could only be comprised of three (3) members without forming a quorum of the Board.  

A motion to form a Natural Gas Fitter Training Approval Committee comprised of Mr. Stokes as Committee Chair, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Hancock was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Mr. Parker, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

2024 Code Adoption:
Chairman Radtka began the discussion on the adoption of the 2024 codes. Director Marquette confirmed that the Division of Labor and Industry “(DLI)” was being the process of adopting their 2024 codes and that he intended to delay the Boards code adoption process until DLI had completed their process.  

Counsel Kinstler reminded Director Marquette that the that International Fuel Gas Code “(IFGC)”, National Fuel Gas Code “(NFPA 54)”, and the National Liquified Petroleum Code “(NFPA 58)” are not adopted by DLI, and that the incorporation by reference process would need to be completed for those codes.  

Chairman Radtka asked Counsel if it was necessary to form a committee to review those codes before they could be adopted by the Board. Counsel stated that if the Board intended to adopt those codes without any modifications, and that the Board did not feel that a review of those codes modifications was necessary, no committee was needed. Chairman Radtka stated that he recommended adopting the codes as written, provided there were no other recommendations from the other Board members.  Hearing no suggestions from the Board, Chairman Radtka confirmed that the Board would continue adopting the new editions of the IFGC, NFPA 2024 and NFPA.

DC Reciprocity Agreement:
Director Marquette reported that the agreement with the District of Columbia Board Of Industrial Trades “(DC)” had been fully executed and is in effect. He added that the Board would begin promoting that information on the Board website soon and that he would update the Board as needed. Chairman Radtka confirmed that the agreement applies to Master and Journeyman Plumber and Gas Fitters only, and that a current backflow certification is required to reciprocate your license from DC to Maryland.   

NEW BUSINESS

There was no New Business to be discussed. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Marquette reported on two bills being discussed during the current legislative session that were of interest to the Board, pertaining to licensure for military personnel and spouses (SB242/HB420) and another pertaining to a pre-determination process for applicants with a criminal history (HB482; see also HB557). He will keep the Board apprised of bills’ progress in the legislature. 

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel did not offer report. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

Chairman requested that the minutes reflect that the Board currently has reciprocal licensing agreements with DC and Delaware (at the Master Plumber lever only). Counsel Kinstler asked if there had been any updates regarding a reciprocity agreement with Virginia. Director Marquette stated that he was still in talks with Virgina to draft an agreement. Chairman Radtka stated that Director Marquette may encounter opposition with Virginia regarding a reciprocal agreement because continuing education is not a requirement for individuals licensed by the Board. Mr. Hancock stated that Delaware recently instituted a continuing education requirement for master plumbers. Chairman Radtka requested that Director Marquette confirm the continuing education requirement with the Delaware Board before the next meeting. He continued, stating that Maryland was one of the few states that does not require continuing education and that the Board may wish to consider instituting a continuing education requirement in the future. Mr. Stokes questioned whether there were current providers to provide continuing education should the Board choose to institute a requirement. Chairman Radtka stated that there were none currently. 

Counsel Kinstler stated that, in her experience, when a continuing education requirement was imposed by a board, vendors quickly developed qualifying education and training courses. Director Marquette stated that should the Board institute a continuing education requirement he anticipated an ample number of applicants for approval and that the approval process could be modeled after the process used by the Board of Electricians. 

Counsel added that a continuing education requirement would likely  require legislation to require it as a condition of license or certificate renewal. Director Marquette stated that if the Board was interested, further discussions could be held. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144984246]CLOSED SESSION

The Board did not convene in a Closed Session. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the February 19, 2026, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m.  

__________________________                        ______________
Charles Marquette                                                    Date
Executive Director

Signed on behalf of the Board as voted and approved on: ________
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