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CALL TO ORDER
Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:39 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held January 21, 2013. Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes with amendments.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
PLUM 130017 formal hearing

PLUM 130007 OIS
PLUM 130009 Pre-Charge


PLUM 130008 Closed
PLUM 130012 Closed
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of January 2013: 

             Plumber

      Candidates            Passed
Failed
     
Pass %





          Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	       0
	        0
	      0
	      0

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	      26
	        9
	    17
	   35%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	       2
	        1
	      1
	   50%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	      16
	       11
	      5
	   69%

	                              TOTAL
	      44
	       21
	    23
	   48%


There are currently 13,306 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.  Discussion of Regulations
Provisions in Effect
Ms. Kinstler informed the Board that re-proposed regulation COMAR 09.20.01.03 (Plumbing Code-Limit on Lead) and proposed regulation COMAR 09.20.02.10 (Enforcement of Plumbing-Inspector Education) Law) became final effective February 4, 2013.  

Proposed Action- Cross Connection Backflow Prevention Certification Training Program

Counsel further advised the Board that previously proposed COMAR 09.20.04.01-.02, pertaining to approval for a Cross Connection Backflow Prevention Certification Training Program was withdrawn after final action was not published within twelve months of the Board’s action.  Counsel asked if the Board wished to propose the regulations again, which could allow the Board to take final action in June 2013.
Motion made by Mr. Garner, seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried by the Board to propose action on COMAR 09.20.04.01-.02.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion regarding Plumbers and hydronic heat 
Mr. Kastner expressed to the Board his concerns that the public and local permitting authorities may not be aware that plumbers are permitted, qualified and authorized to provide hydronic heating services, in addition to a licensed HVACR contractor, as Ms. Kinstler reminded the Board.  Pursuant to a license exception provision in the HVACR law, Bus. Reg. Art., Ann. Code of Md., §9A-103(7), a licensed master plumber may provide services on a hydronic heating system.  Mr. Kastner informed the Board that he will be meeting with the HVACR Board to discuss this issue.  He will explain to the HVACR Board that the Plumbing Board’s intent is to adopt this information in the plumbing law to mirror the HVACR law.  Ms. Kinstler will research the language in the HVAC law regarding the HVAC exemption for plumbers and review the Plumbing law to obtain a list of what plumbers can do. 
B.  Information review for the Plumbing Board

Mr. Papavasiliou, Executive Director, reviewed with the Board information regarding “One stop” in the City of Annapolis, he also explained to the Board the Ethics Commission for informational purposes. 
C.  Legislative updates
Mr. Vorgetts, Deputy Commissioner, updated the Board on SB77, pertaining to professional competency.  The bill would require the State Board of Plumbing to adopt regulations to require under a license to demonstrate completion of professional competency as a condition of renewal of a master plumber’s license or a master natural gasfitters license.  He informed the Board that after a hearing held on February 7, 2013, the Bill passed the Senate. 
D.  Discussion regarding the International Green Construction Code Books
Mr. Kastner discussed obtaining the International Green Construction Code, the 2012 IgCC Code and Commentary.  Mr. Vorgetts informed the Board that he will obtain the books for the Board.

E.  Review of application for a Master Natural Gas/fitter
The Board reviewed an application for a master natural gas/fitter.  Upon review of the application, Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the applicant.
F.  Review of a Backflow Prevention Program Course Provider Application
The Board reviewed the request for approval to serve as cross connection/ backflow training providers by two individuals affiliated with the Baltimore Metropolitan Chapter of Associated Builder and Contractors, Inc.  Upon the Board’s review, Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr.  Wiebking and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the individuals to 
be backflow providers.
CORRESPONDENCE

Inquiry regarding the connection to public water and sewer for a temporary building
The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. James Cross, Calvert County, Division of Inspections & Permits.  Mr. Cross informed the Board that public water and sewer connections were and are available for the builder who placed a temporary building to a holding tank for water and sewer.  The builder stated that Calvert County is the only jurisdiction in Maryland which has required connection to the public utilities on temporary buildings.  Mr. Cross informed the Board that the builder had made changes to the bathroom which encroaches on the ADA code for the handicapped space.  He expressed concern that this situation is not a safe or healthy situation nor compliant with code. 
Upon review, the Board determined that the temporary building must be connected to the County sewer and water, the bathroom must be returned to the original ADA approved installation. Mrs. Clark will contact the individual regarding these issues.

Inquiry regarding a mechanical code question
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual who is designing a restaurant in Gaithersburg, Maryland.  The individual inquired whether he should go by the IMC 2006 code or the latest edition of ASHRAE 62.1 to design the outside air ventilation requirements.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested that Mrs. Clark inform the individual that Gaithersburg is not within the jurisdiction of the Board and that he should contact the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC).
Inquiry regarding the licensing requirements for Cross Connection/Backflow Certification
The Board reviewed correspondence from Anne Arundel Community College.  The Community College is inquiring as to what the requirements are for Cross Connection/Backflow Certification because they were informed that the requirements have been withdrawn or scheduled to expire.  Upon review, the Board asked staff to explain that the Board’s evaluation of criteria for approval has not changed, but that the Board has simply adopted regulations setting forth the criteria by which it evaluates such training programs.  
Inquiry regarding continuing education from S&S Training Inc.

Mr. William Salvage, President of S&S Training Inc., an approved course provider, informed the Board that he read on our website that the Plumbing Board is considering a resolution requiring the holders of the master plumber gasfitter/master gasfitter’s license to be required to attend 16 hours of continuing education classes to get their license renewal.  Mr. Salvage inquired as to if the journey gas fitters course that he teaches will satisfy the States requirements as a continuing education class if and when the resolution passes. Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that it would be determined after regulations are developed and in effect, approximately in October, 2015.  Check website periodically for updates.
Inquiry regarding Backflow
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual explaining that a company’s employees are licensed sprinkler contractors in the State of Maryland, but their fire sprinkler inspectors are not plumbers.  He inquired whether they would be allowed to do the forward flow testing on backflow preventers required by the NFPA 25, or whether a master plumber license is required.  Upon review, the Board determined that this work, as described, would require the services of a licensed master plumber.  
Inquiry regarding an approved natural gas training course

The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual who holds a propane certificate, asking whether the Board could assist him with locating an approved natural gas training course.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that he could contact S&S Training at (410) 852-7093 or PHCC at (410) 461-5977
Inquiry regarding ASSE Backflow Certification Course

The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring whether the Board accepts the ASSE Backflow Certification Course which was a 40-hour course and a 24-hour course for rebuild.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested that a copy of the certificates issued be provided to the Board for further review.   

Inquiry regarding a drain cleaning license
The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring if the State Board of Plumbing has a license for drain cleaning.  Upon review, the Board asked that staff advise that the Board the provision of plumbing and gas fitting services does not include drain cleaning.  However, the Board advised that some local jurisdictions may issue a local license for drain cleaning.  The Board continued, stating that they can remove a clean out plug to snake the line but they can not remove the plumbing fixture or trap to snake the line.
Inquiry regarding a plumber’s license 

The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring whether a plumber’s license is required to perform repairs to the gravity fed laterals.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that if the work is being performed on private property then a plumbing license is required, but that the individual should always check with the local jurisdiction where the service is to be provided.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Papavasiliou, Executive Director discussed with the Board the Department’s obligation regarding notification from a child support enforcement agency.  He informed the Board that upon notification, he will prepare correspondence, notifying the licensee of the Board’s obligation to take certain action upon notification from the enforcement agency unless arrangements are made for payment, and that their failure to do so would result in a license suspension.       
Chair’s Report 
None.
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 12:40 a.m.
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