STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

Date:

December 19, 2013
Time:

10:00 a.m.

Location:
500 North Calvert Street  


Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Joseph Radtka, Industry Member

Gregory Schott, Industry Member 
Charles Kruger, Industry Member  

Jon Garner, Industry Member


Keith Horton, Industry Member  
DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 



Michael Vorgetts, Commissioner

John Papavasiliou, Executive Director

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer



Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Others Present:




J. Richard Wagner, Member of the public
Diane Kastner, MD PHCC



Jim Berndt, MD PHCC


Vernon Gauss, Anne Arundel County




Jon Sargent, Joyce Agency


CALL TO ORDER
Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:00 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:01 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held November 21, 2013.  Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Minutes as written.

APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members reviewed the Executive Session held November 21, 2013.  Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion and Mr. Kruger’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session as written.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
PLUMBING COMPLAINTS  
Pre-charge    


Legal Services

Closed Complaints
Plum-140006


Plum-140010


Plum-140011
Plum-140012


Plum-140015


Plum-140013
Plum-140017






Plum-140016
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve      the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of November 2013: 

             Plumber

      Candidates            Passed
Failed
     
Pass %





          Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	       1
	         0
	      1
	     0%  

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	     42
	       19
	    23
	     45%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	       2
	         1
	      1
	     50%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	     12
	         8
	      4
	     67%

	                              TOTAL
	      57
	        28
	     29
	     49%


Mr. Papavasiliou reported that there are currently 13,051 active licensees.  
NO OLD BUSINESS:

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to re-enter into Executive Session at 10:55 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, to discuss an individual’s candidacy for a master natural gasfitter’s license. The applicant holds several mechanical licenses, including a 1st Class Stationary Engineer’s license, an HVACR Master license and an Apprentice Plumber license.  He has also been approved for the Journey Plumber Natural Gasfitters examination and has passed the BG&E journeyman gasfitter’s course.  Upon Mr. Radtka’s motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to grant this individual the Master Gasfitter’s license based on documentation provided verifying his pursuit of a license prior to October 1, 2002 and exemptions under Business Occupations & Professions article, Annotated Code of Maryland,    §§ 12-302(h)(2) and (h)(3).  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:05 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Papavasiliou discussed with the Board the Final Action on Regulations.  On July 18, 2013, the Maryland Board of Plumbers adopted a new Regulation .02 under COMAR 09.20.03 Responsibilities of Licensees.  This regulation applies to all applications, both original and renewal, received on or after January 1, 2014 and requires that applicants for a license shall provide to the Board the actual street address of the individual’s residence or principal business office. An applicant may not provide a post office box or private mail drop as the applicant's business address of record. 

Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board of the status of the Department sponsored bill for continuing professional competency.  A bill number will be available in the coming month. 
B.  Approval of Continuing Education for Inspectors 
On December 12, 2013 the following inspectors listed below attended the Maryland Plumbing & Mechanical Association.  Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to grant the Inspectors listed below two hours of continuing education credit for their attendance.

Larry Schuyler
John Heldmyer
William Funk Jr.
Forrest Russell


Larry Willard

Paul Alexander
Gary Remsburg
Davis Jaffe

Vic Hines

Michael Vorgetts
Craig Riston

W. Samuel Scott

Steve Fox

Darrell Smith

John Quigley

Carson Dennis

Bruce Henkel

Tom Buckley

James Cross

Charles Michael

Bob Radford

Joseph Hanna

Charles Kruger
Joseph Radtka


Jim Crist

C.  Discussion regarding the Green Plumbing Code
The Board discussed the plumbing regulations in the 2012 International Green Construction Code (IgCC).  A task force for the Maryland State Board of Plumbing has reviewed the plumbing regulations in the 2012 International Green Construction Code and made a list of recommendations.  Mr. Garner requested that the Board review the list of recommendations and discuss it further at the next Business meeting.  
D.  Discussion with Mr. Jim Berndt regarding Firm Registration 

Mr. Jim Berndt discussed with the Board the possibility of proposing of seeking sponsorship for a bill pertaining to firm through permitting, similar to HB 431 from the 2008 legislative session.  HB 431 was a Departmental bill.  As the 2014 effort would not be an agency bill, Mr. Berndt was seeking the Board’s support.

Mr. Kastner expressed his opinion that this bill will assist consumers and help the community.  Mr. Berndt stated that he would like to see this bill pass for Plumbing and HVACR.  Board members expressed support for the bill concept, but asked to see a copy of the bill text that would be submitted before taking a formal position and conveying it to the Office of the Secretary.     
E.  Michael Vorgetts, Commissioner informs the Board of some new changes soon to be taking place 
Mr. Vorgetts informed the Board that Mr. Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner for Maryland Home Improvement and Mechanical Services, will be leaving the Department and that Mr. Papavasiliou has been promoted to serve in this position, overseeing the Maryland Home Improvement Commission as well as the DLLR Mechanical Boards.

The Board Members congratulated Mr. Papavasiliou and thanked him for all his hard work and dedication to the Plumbing Board, wishing him the best.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Board reviewed correspondence from MEC Construction
MEC Construction informed the Board that they are bidding on a project in a building that heats by a boiler system.  MEC inquired whether a plumbing license is required to perform this work.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that MEC should contact the Board of Stationary Engineers and the Division of Labor & Industry, specifically to obtain the opinion of the Board of Boiler Rules. 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Papavasiliou sent a reminder to Board Members who are up for renewal or re-appointment.  
Chair’s Report 
None.
COUNSEL’S REPORT
Counsel advised the Board on the status of litigation.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m.
______________________________


_______________

Michael Kastner, Chair




Date

Without Corrections _______




With Corrections ________
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