STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 

August 22, 2019 
Time: 

10:30 a.m.
Location: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair

Joseph Radtka, Board Member

Gregory Schott, Board Member

Michael Bowersox, Board Member 
Richard Bowers, Board Member

Absent: 

Keith Horton, Board Member

Richard J. Small, Board member
DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, DLLR Mechanical Boards    

Matthew Lawrence, Assistant Attorney General 
Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Officer
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Diane Kastner, MDPHCC 


Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner PE LLC
Nick Cummings, Local 486 Plumbers & Steamfitters 

Shawn Strausbaugh, ICC 

Todd Eckley, Local 486 Plumbers & Steamfitters    


CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda with corrections.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on July 18, 2019.  Upon Mr.  Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes without corrections.      

PLUMBING COMPLAINTS

Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee.
Closed Complaints
Investigation   
Pre-Charge 

Plum-190043

Plum-190072

Plum-190053
Plum-190068

Plum-200002





Plum-190073

Plum-200004
Plum-190074

Plum-200005
Plum-200003


Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for July, 2019: 

Plumber

                   Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	1
	0
	1
	0%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	29
	17
	12
	59%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	1
	0
	1
	 0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	15
	7
	8
	47%

	                              TOTAL
	46
	24
	22
	52%


Ms. Bailey reported that candidates were tested in July, 24 passed, 22 failed with a passing rate of 52%. Since January 2006, the passing rate is 38%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 36%.  There are currently active 13,703 licensees.
OLD BUSINESS
a. IPC UPDATE   

Ms. Bailey stated that Mr. Strausbaugh, representing the International Code Council, is in attendance to discuss the transition from National Standard Plumbing Code (NSPC) to International Plumbing Code (IPC), which is incorporated by reference International Fire Code (IFC), International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), and International Residential Code (IRC).  Ms. Bailey stated that this information was sent from the Maryland Department of Labor to the Division of State documents and disseminated to the local libraries. Mr. Strausbaugh thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak about the IPC changes, which include the elimination of NFPA 54 from the I Code. This part of the Code will not be required since the 2018 IFGC is in the process of being adopted. NFPA 54 is a reference standard in the IFGC and IRC.  NFPA 58 is incorporated by reference in the IFGC and IRC. Ms. Bailey reviewed the documents to be incorporated by reference, including each of the codes adopted by the Board. Mr. Schott inquired about the sections referenced. Mr. Strausbaugh referenced sections 401(IFGC) General, 402 (IFGS) Pipe Sizing, and 404 (IFGC) Piping System Installation. Mr. Radtka inquired whether the IPC could be amended. Mr. Radtka moved that the NFPA should be the referenced standard for all the I Codes. Mr. Kastner stated hearing no second, the motion will not be considered. Ms. Bailey inquired to Counsel about the difference between a reference standard vs. multiple references.  AAG Lawrence stated that he not familiar with this particular issue. Ms. Bailey stated that she there is some redundancy in the language of the IFGC and the IRC and suggested omitting part of the gas code language to avoid issues delaying the promulgation of the regulation. 
Ms. Bailey reported that she had corresponded with George Butler from the General Assembly regarding the Board’s adoption of the I-codes. Mr. Bowers inquired about the redundancy and whether it creates controversy. AAG Lawrence stated that he does not foresee a necessity to remove this language, as it does not appear to conflict or create a controversy. Mr. Bowers inquired about the impact on consumer safety.  Mr. Kastner stated that the language would not affect consumer safety as long as it is being referenced in the Code. Mr. Kastner clarified that the intent of NFPA was to be part of this code when the Board initially voted on the I-Codes. Mr. Schott inquired whether the language was adopted in previous codes. Mr. Kastner and Mr. Radtka stated that the NFPA were already referenced standards and shall remain. Mr. Strausbaugh stated that the entire 401.2 is applicable to liquefied petroleum gas storage systems. NFPA 58 and IFC are applicable to these sections. Mr. Kastner and Ms. Bailey thanked Mr. Strausbaugh for his presentation. There was no further action required.   
NEW BUSINESS
a. MPMIA Training  

Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received from William Funk, Jr., MCP, CBO Secretary MPMIA requesting approval of 6.0 CEU’s for the 2018 IPC Design, Installation and Inspection Principles training course which will be held on September 24, 2019 located in Easton, MD.  

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve 6.0 CEU’s for those individuals who attend the 2018 IPC Design, Installation and Inspection Principles training course which will be held on September 24, 2019 located in Easton, MD.  
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Kruger’s Training Academy 
Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received from Dustin Kruger, Principal, Kruger’s Training Academy requesting instructor change.  Dave Hahn will replace Kevin Horner. There is no further action required. Mr. Hahn will be updated as Kruger’s Training Academy instructor on the website.  
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Bowersox’s second, the Board unanimously voted to recognize change of instructors for Kruger’s Training Academy.

b. ICC Webinar Training  

Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received from Paul Alexander, Sr. Plumbing Inspector, City of Frederick requesting approval of 1.5 CEU’s for completing the 2018 IPC Webinar Series: Chapter 7 and 8. Mr. Radtka motioned, Mr. Bowersox seconded and Mr. Bowers rescinded due to the hours requested on the certificate. The certificate hours completed was 0.15 CEU’s. Mr. Strausbaugh stated that ICC uses 0.15 CEU’s as shown on certificate but it is equivalent to 1.5 hours of CEU’s.              

Upon Mr. Bowers’ Motion, Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to grant Paul Alexander 1.5 CEU’s for completing the 2018 IPC Webinar Series: Chapters 7 and 8.  ICC uses 0.15 CEU’s as shown on certificate but it is equivalent to 1.5 hours of CEU’s.  

c. Plumbing Inspector Card    

Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received from Tracy L. Wright, Plumbing Inspector, requesting to maintain his plumbing inspector card without being employed by Middle Department Inspection Agency.  A plumbing inspector must submit a letter from his employer as a condition of maintaining a plumbing inspector card. A letter of employment must be from a county or local government that appoints or employs the inspector; and for a State inspector, by the State. Mr. Wright’s plumbing inspector card is not valid until he seeks employment. Mr. Kastner stated that the individual should relinquish the identification card.  Ms. Bailey agreed to respond to Mr. Wright’s inquiry.    

d. Plumbing Inspector CEU’s

Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received from Blaine Mowen, Chief Code Official, City of Hagerstown, requesting 8.0 hours of CEU’s for Pamela A. Harris and James L. Sprecher, Jr. for training completed with AECDAILY and ICC.    
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Bowersox’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve 8.0 CEU’s for Pamela A. Harris and James L. Sprecher, Jr. for training completed with AECDAILY and ICC.          
COUNSEL’S REPORT

None offered. 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Mr. Kastner thanked AAG Lawrence for filling in for AAG Kinstler.  AAG Lawrence stated that it had been his pleasure to serve as the Board’s Counsel today. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ms. Bailey informed she will be conducting interviews for the additional administrative staff.  Ms. Bailey thanked her staff and Ms. Meyers for filling in during the transition due to a personnel shortage.  She requested that Board members who wish to be reimbursed for parking expenses for the Board meeting to submit receipts at the next meeting. 

CLOSED SESSION 

None required. 
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF CLOSED SESSION

None required.     
ADJOURNMENT

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Bowers’ second, the Board unanimously carried to adjourn meeting at 11:08 a.m.
_________________________



__________________________

Chair, Michael Kastner 




Date

Without Corrections ______




with Corrections ______ 
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