STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES
DATE:
August 21, 2014

TIME:
10:32 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Jon Garner, Board Member

Gregory Schott, Board Member

Charles Kruger, Board Member

ABSENT: 
          
Joseph Radtka, Board Member
 
Keith Horton, Board Member

DLLR OFFICIALS & STAFF PRESENT:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanical Boards

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 
Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Specialist

OTHERS PRESENT:
Dale Troll, MDPT

Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner PE, LLC

Jonathan Sargeant, Joyce Agency

Jim Berndt, MD PHCC 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:32 a.m.
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA: 

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Executive Session at 10:34 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon Completion of the session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:49 a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION:
The members reviewed the minutes of Executive Session held on July 17, 2014.  Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session as written.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on July 17, 2014.  Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Minutes as written.      

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
Ms. Bailey presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
PLUMBING COMPLAINTS:
Closed Complaints
           Investigation 

Precharge  
Plum-150002


Plum-140048

Plum-150010
Plum-150012


Plum-150005


Plum-150013


Plum-150019


Plum-150014


Plum-150021



Plum-150015





Plum-150016
Plum-150017
Plum-150018
Plum-150020

Plum-150022

Plum-150023

Plum-150024














Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report.

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS: 

PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for July 2014: 

Plumber

             Candidates            Passed

Failed
     
Pass %





      Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	         0
	           0
	       0
	         0%  

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	       31
	          13
	     18
	       42%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	         0
	            0
	       0
	         0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	         4
	            0
	       4
	         0%

	                              TOTAL
	       35
	          13
	     22
	       37%


Ms. Bailey reported that 13 passed with a 37% passing rate.  In 2014, there was a 39% passing rate for the year, historically since 2006, there was a 35% passing rate. There are currently 13,002 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Compressed Air Systems

Mr. Kastner informed the Board that Mr. Radtka has new information on the Compressed Air Systems topic.  This discussion will be tabled to the next scheduled meeting when Mr. Radtka can present his findings.  Ms. Bailey informed Mr. Kastner that correspondence was sent to Ms. Angela Bragg regarding the outcome of compressed air systems discussion to date and copied to the HVACR Board.         

B. Frederick Inspectors

Mr. Kastner briefly mentioned to the Board that this topic had been discussed at the July 17, 2014 meeting.  There was no further update to report to the Board.        

C. Propane Gas Fitter 
Ms. Bailey informed the Board that a Propane Gas Fitter inquired as to whether or not the State Board had the authority to renew his Baltimore City Journeyman Gas Fitters license.  In 1997 the applicant passed the Baltimore City Journeyman Gas Fitter’s licensure test, and obtained his Journeyman Gas Fitter’s license from the City which expired on December 31, 1998.  The applicant completed various BGE courses and in 2007 he was approved by the Board for his State Propane Gas Fitter Certificate that he currently holds. He has worked at Suburban Propane for ten (10) years.   
The State Board does not have the authority to renew an expired license issued by Baltimore City. Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the applicant to take the Journeyman Gas Fitter’s course and upon completion of the course, resubmit his application to take the Journeyman Gas Fitter’s test. Approved course providers can be found on the Board’s website. 
NEW BUSINESS:
None.

CORRESPONDENCE:
A. Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC

Mr. Kastner informed the Board that correspondence was received from Carroll L. Matthews Jr., Integrated Cross Connection Partners (ICCP), LLC.  On October 9, 2014, ICCP will be hosting the 3rd Annual Mid-Atlantic Cross Connection Control Conference.   Mr. Matthews is asking for the Board to permit 4.0 hours of Conference attendance to qualify as 4.0 CEU’s for Inspectors in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Kastner also indicated that this training would count for 4.0 hours of backflow instructor recertification towards 8.0 hours required.

Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Kruger’s second, the Board unanimously voted to permit 4.0 hours of the Conference attendance to qualify as 4.0 CEU’s for Inspectors in the State of Maryland.          

B. Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
Mr. Kastner informed the Board that he received correspondence from a Journey Plumber /Gas Fitter asking if his director, a licensed Professional Engineer, can certify statutorily-required work experience on a license examination application in place of a Master Plumber.  Mr. Kastner stated that a government agency may need to employ a Master Plumber for this purpose.  Mr. Garner and Mr. Kastner observed that the plumbing statute requires a Journeyman to work under the direction and control of a Master Plumber.  Bus. Reg. Art., Md. Ann. Code, § 12-302(c).  Mr. Kastner requested that Ms. Bailey respond to this correspondence indicating that certified work experience must be obtained under the direction of a Master Plumber.    

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Kruger’s second, the Board unanimously voted to deny the request to allow a licensed Professional Engineer, to certify the work experience of a Journey licensee in place of a Master Plumber.   

C. Reinstatement of a Journey Natural Gas Fitter
Mr. Kastner informed the Board that he received correspondence that an applicant is requesting to have his Journey Natural Gas Fitter’s license reinstated.  The applicant’s license expired on April 2, 2010.  He has various licenses and certifications from other jurisdictions, including a backflow prevention tester training and certification approved by the Maryland State Board of Plumbing & VA DPOR since 2014.  Mr. Kastner stated that only a Plumber and not a Journey Natural Gas Fitter may conduct backflow prevention testing.        
AAG Kinstler recommended to the Board that a letter be sent to this applicant, advising him that the Board is concerned that he is taking backflow prevention training without a Plumber’s license.  She also advised the Board to make a decision whether to reinstate his Journey Natural Gas Fitter’s license and notify the individual of the Board’s decision in that letter.  Mr. Garner stated that his Journey Natural Gas Fitter’s license has been expired for more than four (4) years; therefore, he will have to retake the test.  AAG Kinstler confirmed that, in accordance to Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Md. Ann. Code, § 12-309, the Board may not reinstate his Journey Natural Gas Fitter’s license, which has been expired for more than four (4) years unless the individual meets the renewal requirements under § 12-308 and passes the appropriate examination for obtaining a license.                 
Mr. Kastner instructed Ms. Bailey to send the applicant a letter notifying him of the Board’s denial of his request for reinstatement under the Board’s statutory authority and also to advise that a Journey Natural Gas Fitter is not authorized to conduct backflow testing even with completion of approved training and certification. See §§ 12-302 and 12-306(c).   
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Kruger’s second, the Board unanimously voted to deny reinstatement of the applicant’s Journey Natural Gas Fitter’s license because the license has been expired in excess of four (4) years, pursuant to § 12-309 and that pursuant to §§ 12-302 and 12-306, an individual does not qualify to conduct backflow testing even with completion of backflow training and certification approved by the Board unless the individual is a licensed Master Plumber/Gas Fitter or Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter.  
D. Lead-free backflow replacement parts
Mr. Kastner requested Mr. Jonathan Sargeant from Joyce Agency to update the Board regarding lead-free backflow replacement parts.  Mr. Sargeant reconfirmed to the Board that lead-free replacement parts are available for backflow assemblies.  These replacement parts must be lead-free.  
E. Viega, LLC Product Approval  
Mr. Kastner informed the Board that he had received correspondence from Bob Radford, Viega, LLC requesting for the Board to change the language as written in the June 2012 meeting.  Mr. Kastner had forwarded his correspondence to AAG Kinstler for further review.  After an extensive review, AAG Kinstler revised the language to state as follows: 
“Pursuant to the current National Standard Plumbing Code in effect in the State of Maryland, along with ICC-ES-PMG-1036 and ANSI LC4-2012; CSA 6.32-2012 this is to confirm that Viega, LLC MegaPress carbon steel fittings are approved for non-potable water installations in the State of Maryland with the exceptions of Baltimore county and the counties comprising the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (Montgomery and Prince George’s).

Additionally, Viega MegaPressG polymer Pex fittings are approved for gas and fuel oil installations subject to the same codes and jurisdictions listed above.

Approval of these fittings was passed by the Maryland State Board of Plumbing at the June 2012 meeting.”         
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to accept AAG Kinstler’s changes to the language as written in the June 2012 meeting.           
F. Energy Code Update 
Mr. Kastner requested Mr. Wagner from J. Richard Wagner PE, LLC to update the Board on the Energy Code.  Mr. Wagner informed the Board that he had sent several questions and received responses regarding the re-circulation on hot water pipes.  Mr. Wagner also had questions on the location of the return connection and will inform the Board of any new information regarding this topic in the near future.   
COUNSEL’S REPORT:
None.
CHAIR’S REPORT:
None.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
Ms. Bailey informed the Board that she is completing the move and working on upgrades to automate some processes that are currently manual.      

ADJOURNMENT
Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously carried to adjourn meeting at 11:27 a.m.
Michael Kastner 





             September 18, 2014

_________________________



__________________________

Michael Kastner, Chair
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