Maryland Home Improvement Commission
Public Business Meeting Minutes
DATE:



June 6, 2013
TIME:



10:00 a.m.

PLACE:


500 N. Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Francisco Acosta 





Marilyn Jumalon





Andrew Snyder






Joseph Tunney




I. Jean White
OTHERS PRESENT:

Joel Jacobson, Assistant Attorney General




Michael Miller, Investigator





Kimberly Rosenthal, Administrative Officer






Steven Smitson, Executive Director





 Call to Order
Vice Chairman Joseph Tunney called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.
Approval of the May 2, 2013 Minutes
The Minutes of the May 2, 2013, Commission meeting were approved.  




Review of PSI Exam Results
	Below is the examination statistics summary for the month of May 2013.


	Home Improvement
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	179 88

	Contractor
	152
	103
	9
	68%

	Contractor Spanish
	13
	11
	2
	85%

	Subcontractor
	11
	5
	6
	45%

	Subcontractor Spanish
	0
	0
	0
	

	Salesperson
	66
	54
	12
	82%

	TOTAL
	242
	173
	69
	71%


Guaranty Fund Activity Report
The activity for the MHIC Guaranty Fund for the month of April 2013 is as follows:
Balance as of July 1, 2012


$590,056.25

Receipts




$1,164,781.64
Interest




      

-0-

Disbursements


Claims




(1,114,319.17)


Refunds



       (0)

Balance as of April 30, 2013


$640,518.72





Senate Bill 66 and Commission Meeting Schedule
Senate Bill 66, a proposal to increase the membership of the Commission from 7 to 9, reduce the number of required meetings from 12 per year to 6, and clarify the definition of a “quorum” passed and was approved by Governor O’Malley on May 16, 2013.  The new law goes into effect on July 1, 2013.

Former Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing, Harry Loleas, is now working as a Special Assistant to Secretary Howie and is currently trying to fill vacancies on this Commission. Mr. Loleas is seeking geographic diversity among the Commission members. Mr. Loleas requested that current members confirm their willingness to be considered for appointment to a new term. All were in favor of being considered for re-appointment.  
Following a brief discussion, Commissioner Jumalon made a motion that the regular business meetings of the Commission be held on the first Thursday of every even month, beginning in August 2013.   All were in favor.  
Legislative Proposals for 2014
The Commissioners discussed legislative priorities for the 2014 legislative session.  Commissioner Jumalon made a motion to reintroduce last year’s proposal to increase from $5,000 to $10,000 the amount of a Guaranty Fund claim that the Commission can decide without requiring a hearing.  All were in favor.  
Exam Services in Spanish
Commissioner Acosta made a motion calling for the Commission through its exam vendor to offer the exam in Spanish and to provide exam materials, including the study guide, in Spanish, on a permanent basis and ending the trial basis which has been in effect since February 15, 2013.   By this action, the Commission expressly reverses its decisions made in 1997 and in 2005 that the ability to communicate in English was needed to engage in the business of home improvement.  
Proposed Regulations

a. Update COMAR 09.08.03.03.D(2)(a) and 09.08.03.03.D(4)
The Commissioners reviewed COMAR 09.08.03.03.D(2)(a) and (4), which was not updated when the Guaranty Fund claim limit was increased from $15,000 to $20,000.  Following a discussion, Commissioner made a motion to update the language of the regulation and to clarify that the maximum amount a claimant may be awarded is the amount paid to the contractor against whom the claim is filed.  All were in favor.
b. Definitions 

The Commissioners reviewed a list of examples of home improvement.  Following a discussion, Commissioner Snyder suggested that the list be organized alphabetically as “Home Improvement includes but is not limited to the following products and services.”   All were in favor. 
c. Mold Remediation Services Act
The Commissioners agreed to review draft language for proposed regulations for the Mold Remediation Services Act for the next meeting.    

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
______________________________

   ____________________________

Joseph Tunney, Acting Chair



   Steven Smitson, Executive Director
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