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John Papavasiliou, Assistant Commissioner
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Call to Order
Chair Joseph Tunney called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.
Welcome New Assistant Commissioner/Executive Director of MHIC John Papavasiliou 
Chair Tunney welcomed John Papavasiliou, Assistant Commissioner/Executive Director of MHIC, to the Commission.  The Commissioners look forward to working with Mr. Papavasiliou.  

Approval of the December 5, 2013 Minutes
The Minutes of the December 5, 2013, Commission meeting were approved.  

Guaranty Fund Activity Report
The MHIC Guaranty Fund Activity Report dated March 18, 2014 is as follows:

Balance as of July 1, 2013


$  748,254.03
Receipts




$  873,964.98
Interest




      

-0-

Disbursements


Claims




(1,018,730.25)


Refunds



       (270.00)

Balance as of February 2014                          $ 603,218.76

Review of Exam Results
	Below is the examination statistics summary for the month of February 2014 and March 2014
February 2014


	Home Improvement
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Contractor
	87
	67
	20
	77%

	Contractor Spanish
	17
	5
	12
	29%

	Subcontractor
	8
	3
	5
	38%

	Subcontractor Spanish
	2
	0
	2
	0%

	Salesperson
	57
	46
	11
	81%

	Salesperson Spanish
	0
	0
	0
	

	TOTAL
	171
	121
	50
	71%

	March 2014


	Contractor
	130
	95
	35
	73%

	Contractor Spanish
	39
	26
	13
	67%

	Subcontractor
	9
	3
	6
	33%

	Subcontractor Spanish
	4
	0
	4
	0%

	Salesperson
	88
	60
	28
	68%

	Salesperson Spanish
	0
	0
	0
	

	TOTAL
	271
	184
	87
	68%


Assistant Commissioner Report
Mr. Papavasiliou discussed his priorities with the Commissioners which include: reduction in backlog of complaints, an increase in mediation efforts and an increase in outreach efforts to the public and contractors.  Mr. Papavasiliou voiced his concern about the public’s lack of knowledge regarding the MHIC.  He advised the Commission of his intent to increase the public’s awareness of MHIC and the need to research contractors prior to payment for any home improvement services.
Acting Commissioner Vorgetts introduced himself to the Board members.  Mr. Vorgetts informed the Commissioners that Mr. Papavasiliou was previously serving as Executive Director to the Mechanical Boards.  Currently, Mr. Papavasiliou is the Assistant Commissioner and the Executive Director of MHIC.  The Mechanical Boards will be getting a new Director, with MHIC getting a new Assistant Director who will be managing the office.  Once the team is in place, Mr. Papavasiliou will be able to expand his focus on long range planning and implement quality improvement initiatives to address many of the issues discussed by the Commission in past meetings.  
Installation of Grab or Handicap Bars
Assistant Attorney General Joel Jacobson inquired whether the installation of Grab or Handicap bars would require an MHIC license.  After a discussion, Commissioner Jumalon made a motion that a license would be needed to install the Grab or Handicap bars and Commissioner White second the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. It was decided that a license was required to install Grab or Handicap Bars in existing residential homes.     


House Boats
Assistant Attorney General Joel Jacobson inquired whether a license was needed to perform MHIC related work on House Boats.  After a discussion, Commissioner Jumalon made a motion that a license would not be required to do home improvement work on house boats.  Commissioner Ross seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. It was decided that a license is not required to perform work on house boats and RV’s.  
Trans Union Credit Report Increase  

Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board of an increase in the Trans Union Credit Report to $5.42.  The increase will result in an increase in MHIC fees of only 42 cents.  



    House Bill 6

Acting Commissioner Vorgetts informed the Commission that House Bill 6, intended to increase the small claims cap from $5,000 to $10,000 was passed with an amendment that lowered the cap to $7,500.  Mr. Vorgetts said that this was a positive accomplishment for MHIC in its effort to expedite the Guaranty Fund claim process.



Mold Remediation Regulations


Mr. Papavasiliou discussed the Mold Remediation Act and the lack of drafted regulations.  Currently, there is no funding to implement the Act, but  Mr. Jacobson will find out if regulations can be drafted.  Mr. Jacobson will discuss his findings at the next meeting.  



Expert Witness 
Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Commission that there are funds available to hire expert witnesses.  Commissioner Snyder finds it critical to hire expert witnesses since the small claims were raised to $7,500.  Expert witnesses are not limited to contractors.  




Sub-Committee Discussion

The Commission has inquired whether the State Open Meetings Act (State Government Article, 10-501 et seq.) applies when a "study group" or "subcommittee" meets to review and discuss an issue under consideration by the Commission. If the
Open Meetings Act does apply, then the meeting must (with certain limited exceptions) be open to the public, and advance written notice of the date, time, and location of the meeting must be published.

The Open Meetings act applies when a when a quorum of a public body meets for the "consideration or transaction of public business." (State Government Article, 10-502(g)). Under the MHIC statute, a majority of the members then serving on the Commission is quorum, and a quorum may not be fewer than 4 members. (Business Regulation Article, 8-204 (a)). Therefore, when the Commission has 8 or 9 members then serving, 5 members will constitute a quorum, and when the Commission has 7 or fewer members then serving, 4 members will constitute a quorum. Since the Commission has 8 members currently serving, a quorum consists of 5 members. As a result, a study group/subcommittee of 4 or fewer members of the Commission may meet to review and discuss an issue, without triggering the requirements of the Open Meetings Act. (Note - as discussed above, if the active membership of the Commission drops below 8, then a working group/subcommittee of 3 or fewer member would not trigger the Open Meetings Act.) A working group/subcommittee may report on an issue to the full Commission, at a meeting at which a quorum is present.




Vegetable/Herb Gardens

Mr. Jacobson inquired if the installation of Vegetable/Herb Gardens required an MHIC license.  Commissioner Jumalon made a motion and Commissioner White seconded the motion that an MHIC license is not required to install Vegetable/Herb Gardens.  
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:44 a.m.   
______________________________
   ____________________________
____
Joseph Tunney, Chair



   John Papavasiliou, Assistant Commissioner
PAGE  
1

