Maryland Home Improvement Commission
Public Business Meeting Minutes
Date:



April 4, 2013
Time:



10:00 a.m.

Place:



500 N. Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Marilyn Jumalon





Joseph Tunney




Andrew Snyder






I. Jean White
MEMBERS ABSENT:
John Borz, Chairman




Francisco Acosta
OTHERS PRESENT:

Joel Jacobson, Assistant Attorney General




Helen Johnson, Assistant Executive Director





Kimberly Rosenthal. Administrative Specialist





Steven Smitson, Executive Director





Patricia Tress, Investigator





Alvin White, Licensing Supervisor


 
Call to Order
Vice Chairman Joseph Tunney called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.
Approval of the February 7, 2013 Minutes
`
The Minutes of the February 7, 2013, Commission meeting were approved.  

Presentation by Shari Solomon, Esq. Re:  Mold Remediation Services Act
Although the March 7, 2013 Commission meeting was not held due to lack of quorum, Commissioners Jumalon, Tunney and White met with Shari Solomon, Esq.  Ms. Solomon, who is director of training at Compliance Environmental International and a national expert on mold and water infiltration issues, gave a presentation on the Mold Remediation Services Act.  The Act requires the state licensure of a company or firm that performs mold remediation work on residential properties, in addition to certifying mold remediation technicians and supervisors.  The Commission will be drafting regulations in the next few months in anticipation of the July 1, 2013, implementation date.   Mr. Smitson informed the Commissioners that the Department has not received funding to implement the Act so it is unclear whether the Commission will implement the Act by July 1st.   Commissioner White stated that the regulations need to explain that the individual who performs mold remediation will not be liable if the mold reappears in a residence if the homeowner fails to correct the cause of the mold.  



Review of PSI Exam Results
	Below is the examination statistics summary for the month of March 2013.

	Home Improvement
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Contractor
	137
	89
	48
	65%

	Subcontractor
	14
	2
	12
	14%

	Salesperson
	50
	34
	16
	68%

	TOTAL
	201
	125
	76
	62%


Guaranty Fund Activity Report
The activity for the MHIC Guaranty Fund for the month of February 2013 is as follows:
Balance as of July 1, 2012


$590,056.25

Receipts




$875,937.71

Interest




      

-0-

Disbursements


Claims




(905,908.06)


Refunds



       (0)

Balance as of February 28, 2013

$560,085.90





Boat Lifts
Following a discussion at the February 2013 meeting and today, the Commission unanimously agreed that MHIC does not have jurisdiction over the installation or repair of boat lifts on residential piers.  
Legislative Updates
The Commission had two bills pending in the Maryland Legislature.  SB 66 which would increase the Commission’s member from 7 to 9 members, reduce the number of required meetings from 12 per year to 6, and clarify the definition of a “quorum” is still pending.

SB 78 would increase the amount from $5, 000 to $10,000 for Guaranty Fund claims that the Commission can decide without requiring a hearing.   This bill received an unfavorable report by the House Economic Matters Committee.    
Civil Citations

The Executive Director distributed a report on the Civil Citation activity.  The Commission has issued 120 citations since October 2012,   Ten citations have been paid and 11 individuals have requested a hearing to contest the citations.  Those hearings will be scheduled over the next several months.  

If an individual who receives a citation fails to pay or to request a hearing, then the Commission will not renew the individual’s license and may suspend a license, if she or he is currently licensed.   Individual who are not licensed and who fail to pay a citation will not be eligible for licensure until the fine is paid. 
Each unpaid citation converts into a final order and is sent to the State’s Central Collection Unit for collection.    
PSI Examination in Spanish

Beginning February 15, 2013, PSI began offering the licensure exams in Spanish on a trial basis.  The publisher of the study guides expects to have the Spanish edition available in late Spring or early Summer.   

Updated Home Improvement Regulations
The Commissioners agreed to consider promulgating new regulations provide additional guidance to contractors and the public regarding what activities are within the definition of “home improvement.”    The Commissioners agreed to consider draft language at an upcoming meeting.  
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.
______________________________

   ____________________________

Joseph Tunney, Acting Chair



   Steven Smitson, Executive Director
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