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MINUTES
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS
DATE:
November 2, 2016
TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 308



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
John Mettee, III, Chairman

Donald Ocker



Thomas Orisich




Tammy Moore


Daniel Lavelle


John Jensen
OTHERS

PRESENT:
Steve Long, Executive Director

James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director



Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General
Rena Butler, MSS


Leigh Hoyt, Board Administrator



Shontae Moore, Administrative Specialist

CALL TO ORDER

John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.
MINUTES

A motion (I) was made by Tom Orisich, seconded by Dan Lavelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2016 meeting with changes.  
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Don Ocker provided the status of the active complaints:

16-LS-03
Case closed and Committee declined to reopen; final response being sent

16-LS-05
In pre-charge review

16-LS-07
In pre-charge review
17-LS-01
Investigating
17-LS-02
Investigating
A motion (II) was made by John Jensen, seconded by Tom Orisich and unanimously carried to accept the Compliant Committee’s report.
NEW BUSINESS


Milena Trust reported that Education Concept Sheet has been approved by the Secretary. 

Ms. Trust informed the Board that she has been tasked to update language in the regulations for clarity. The term “registrant” was changed to “licensee” and the appropriate revisions were made to make the document gender neutral.  Under the section “marker identifications”, the statement “…legible inscription that identifies the licensee, corporation, or partnership” was changed to “legible inscription that identifies the licensee or permit holder”. 
Tom Orisich questioned regulation 09.13.01.08 - Designation of Registrants, which outlines the use of designations after a registrant’s name. The last sentence of the section states “For example, registrants may not use the initials "P.L.S." after their name because of the ambiguity of this designation”. The Board discussed the use of P.L.S.  and it was determined that it does not confuse the public. Ms. Trust advised the Board that this sentence could be deleted as a non-substantive change in the regulation.
A motion (III) was made by Tom Orisich, seconded by Don Ocker and unanimously carried to accept the proposed regulation changes as amended.
Melina Trust received a telephone call from the Maryland Environmental Service (MES), relative to the scope of practice. MES conducts underwater dredging surveys and has never used a land surveyor for this task. It was questioned if this activity requires a licensed land surveyor. Don Ocker stated that if the department is acting on behalf of the State, then government exemption applies. Ms. Trust confirmed that this activity falls within the scope of practice if it is done by a state employee. Tom Ocker suggested that when government entities issue contracts this rule needs to be specified.
John Mettee stated that Mr. Peter McConaughy of Seal Authority addressed the Joint Chairs Committee meeting on October 19, 2016. Mr. McConaughy stated that he will submit revisions to the regulation regarding digital signatures. 

Mr. Mettee notified the Board that the Joint Chairs Committee reviewed the 2016 budget and reported that the five Design Boards were in the black.

It was noted that at the NCEES Annual meeting approval for funded delegates increased from two to three delegates, so the Board can send an additional member. The Board discussed who would be attending the North East Zone meeting to be held in the Virgin Islands in April 2017. The option for first time attendees was reviewed and it was explained that this option only applies to members during the first two years of their Board appointment and only applies to annual meetings. The Board approved John Mettee, John Orisich and Melina Trust to attend the North East Zone meeting as funded delegates.

Tom Orisich asked the staff to send “Call for Nomination” letters to the member Boards in the North East Zone regarding the selection of President-Elect and Vice-President. Mr. Orisich will send the draft letter to Leigh Hoyt and it will be sent out via email. A motion (IV) was made by Don Ocker, seconded by John Jenson and unanimously carried to accept the nomination of John Mettee, Tom Orisich and Melina Trust as funded delegates to attend the North East Zone Meeting. Ms. Trust stated that she will write an argument in support of Steve Long’s attendance.

OLD business 

John Mettee discussed the 2016 MSS Fall Conference Town Hall session. The meeting was so well-received that the Board has received an invitation to attend in 2017. Dan Lavelle, Don Ocker and Tom Orisich were formally thanked for their attendance. 
The Board discussed reconvening the Aerial Mapping Photogrammetry Committee (Licensing of Photogrammetrists Committee). Pat Simon of MSS sent Mr. Orisich  a list of suggested members for the committee. The list was distributed to the Board. Ms. Trust questioned the goals of the committee. Mr. Orisich stated that professional land surveyors would like to be the authoritative voice in mapping and further define surveying vs. mapping. It was suggested that the Kentucky Board’s article regarding this issue be reviewed. Mr. Mettee emphasized that the committee needs clear outcome measures and it was agreed that Mr. Mettee would issue charges to the committee to promote clear functions and roles. The Board agreed that Mr. Mettee will submit charges for review at the December Board meeting
Correspondence 

The Board reviewed an email sent from Aaron Worley requesting that the Board provide a list of retired and expired land surveyors. Ms. Trust noted that the Maryland Public Information Act precludes the Board from releasing the names of expired licensees. Any licensed individual will be listed in the public query, which includes licensees with a retired license status. Steve Long will respond to the email. 
Executive Director’s Report 


Steve Long reported that the first in-house state-specific examinations would be held on November 10, 2016.

It was announced that the Board member appointments for John Jensen and Dan Lavelle will be up on June 30, 2017. 
BOARD COUNSEL’s REPORT
 Milena Trust announced that she has been a part of the work group discussion of the North Carolina State Board of Dental Examiners case.
The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) is submitting a bill which is exclusively limited to DHMH.  Ms. Trust will advise the Board of the the outcome of the next meeting.
MSS REPORT

Rena Butler reported the Town Hall meeting was a success, with over 200 attendees. MSS requested a copy of the final questions and answers be shared with their members for educational purposes. Ms. Trust agreed that the information can be shared as long as it is presented as “draft answers” and is to be used only by MSS.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion (V) was made by Don Ocker, seconded by Tom Orisich and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 11:34 at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd floor conference room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7). Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:55 p.m.
Applications for Review
The following applications for PS examination were approved: Steve Cumor, Brendan Gay, James Grammer, Anthony Casino-Gonzalez and Mark Leist.

Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (VI) was made and unanimously carried to approve the applicants.
OTHER business 
The Board noted that the next Board meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on January 4, 2017.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion (VII) was made by Don Ocker, seconded by Tom Orisich and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:24 p.m.
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