MINUTES
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:                 July 2, 2014

TIME:                  10:00 A.M.

PLACE:               500 N. Calvert Street

                            Room 308


                 Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:         John Mettee, Chairman

                           John Jensen

                           Donald Ocker

                           Daniel Lavelle

                           Thomas Orisich

ABSENT:           Brian Dunne

OTHERS 

PRESENT:        Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                          James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director

                          Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                          Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                          Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator



     Bill Orsinger, President-Elect, Maryland Society of Surveyors


CALL TO ORDER

John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2014 meeting as written.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

15-LS-01 - More information needed.
15-LS-02 - Closed.  No basis for complaint.


One reinstatement application was reviewed.  The Complaint Committee recommends that the applicant appear before the Board at the next meeting.  

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Jensen, seconded by Mr. Lavelle and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report.

CORRESPONDENCE


The Board reviewed letter dated May 27, 2014 to the Chief of Capital Development, Montgomery County Department of Transportation, from John Mettee, Chair, dated May 27, 2014.  The letter was sent in response to an email from the Land Survey Supervisor for Montgomery Co. Transportation Engineering Division, who asked if he has the responsibility for setting right-of-way markers that are moved or destroyed in the process of a construction project or if the original consultant on the job is no longer on contract. No response has been received.

The Board received an email from Mr. Gary J. Ganjon requesting interpretation to certain questions related to Minimum Standards of Practice.  Ms. Trust will draft a letter to him and provide the Board with copies.
NEW BUSINESS
Report On Joint Chairs Meeting 

It was noted that the Joint Chairs met on May 12, 2014.  At that time, it was reported that the special fund balance is depleted and fees need to be increased by all boards.  The Boards need to look at all the fees and see what needs to be done.

Fee Matrix

Ms. Edwards distributed a copy of a fee matrix she prepared listing current fees charged by the design boards and the proposed fees with a 12.5% increase.  The Board felt that the fees should be the uniform for all boards.  Mr. Vorgetts 
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and Ms. Trust will draft a letter to AELR asking for a one time exception to the 12.5% rule to allow fees to be adjusted.   Ms. Trust stated that a meeting should be held with them first.  They will report back at the next meeting.

Final Action on CPC Regulations

Ms. Edwards reported that the proposed amendments to the CPC regulations were published in the May 16, 2014 issue of the Maryland Register and that no comments were received.   Motion (III) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to adopt as final the amendments to the CPC regulations.
OTHER BUSINESS


Mr. Orisich reported that he attended a PS exam committee meeting in Clemson.  He stated that now there are separate committees for Professional exam and the Fundamentals exam.  He also stated that the FS committee is going to meet with the FE committee because both are computer based. 


Mr. Orisich noted that NCEES is working on transitioning the PS and PE to computer based testing.  They have contracted with PearsonVue to start working on it.  Professional surveyors will be first to be transitioned to CBT.  January 2017 is expected date for PLS CBT.  He noted the number of candidates for the FS and PS are still declining.

OLD BUSINESS


The Board reviewed the proposed changes to the Minimum Standards of Practice regulations.  It was noted that a provision to allow digital signatures was added under Regulation .12, Business Practices.  The Board will take action to propose the amendments at the next meeting.


Mr. Orisich would like to thank Ms. Trust for all her hard work on the MSP committee.  

MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYOR'S REPORT


There was discussion as to whether outcome measures and the system of having two categories, i.e. A and B, is effective.   It was the consensus of the Board that two separate categories are needed.  
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Bill Orsinger noted that he is planning the Fall MSS Conference.  They would like Board members to make a presentation at the conference.  It was agreed to table this until the Mininum Standards of Practice regulations are published.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 12:05 p.m., 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  This meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article § 10-508.  The purpose if this meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of the Session, the Board re-convened the public meeting at 12:15 p.m.

APPLICATION FOR FUNDAMENTALS OF SURVEYING EXAMINATION
1.  Lucas J. Beasley - approved.

APPLICATION FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR BY EXAMINATION

1.  Christopher J. Valltos - approved.

APPLICATION FOR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

1.  Rodriguez Consulting, LLC - approved.


Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (V) for approval was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried.
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ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (VI) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:17 p.m.
_______ With Corrections

__x____ Without Corrections

Signed by John Mettee, Chairman, August 6, 2014.
