MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:             August 6, 2014

TIME:             10:00 A.M.

PLACE:           500 N. Calvert Street

                        Room 308

                        Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:      John Mettee, Chairman

                        John Jensen

                        Donald Ocker

                        Brian Dunne

                        Daniel Lavelle

                        Thomas Orisich

OTHERS 

PRESENT:      Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                        James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director

                        Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                        Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                        Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

                        Bill Orsinger, MSS 

                        Matthew Brien

CALL TO ORDER 


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2014 meeting as written.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:05 a.m. , 3rd floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  This meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article §10-508.  The purpose of this meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of the Session, the Board re-convened the public meeting at 10:25 a.m.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE


15-LS-01  Send letter to complainant.


Don Ocker reported that a licensee who answered affirmative to a conduct question on the renewal application will appear before the Board today to discuss the issue.


Motion (III) was made by Mr. Dunne, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee's report.

Appearance by Matthew Brien


Mr. Brien appeared before the Board at its request to discuss the circumstances of the conduct issue.  He was arrested for DUI in Maryland in September.  This is his second offense.  He stated he is currently on supervised probation and attending an outpatient treatment program.  He stated he is currently employed.

CORRESPONDENCE


Everette Smith, professional land surveyor, filed an application with the Board for retired status.   The law requires that a licensee be licensed for 25 years in order to be granted retired status.  Mr. Smith has been licensed for 18 years.  He was notified that 25 years is required in order to qualify for a retired license.  As a result, he sent an email to the Executive Director, expressing his shock and displeasure at being told he has to be licensed for 25 years in order to retire.  The Board asked Ms. Edwards to write to Mr. Smith and inform him that he doesn't need to be licensed for 25 years to retire but the law requires that he has to be licensed for 25 years in order to be granted a retired status license.  If he would like to see the law changed, he should contact his legislator. 

The Board was furnished with a copy of the letter sent to Gary Ganjon by Ms. Trust in response to his questions regarding the interpretation of the minimum standards of practice regulations relating to corner markers and metes and bounds as discussed at last month's meeting.


Ms. Edwards stated that she received an email from John Palatiello, Executive Director, MSS, inviting Board members to speak at the MSS fall conference.  It was noted that if board members speak at conferences, they can 
be criticized for being too close to the industry.  Ms.Trust stated that she will 
contact the ethics commission and get back to the board next month.
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OLD BUSINESS
Fee increases


Commissioner Vorgetts informed the Board that all the boards have been asked to hold off on fee increases until November.  The amendment to increase
the exam administration fee from $60 to $100 for surveyor candidates was 

published in the July 25, 2014 issue of the Maryland Register and should be withdrawn.  The Board should also put on hold any action to increase other fees as discussed at last month's meeting.  


Motion (IV) was made by Don Ocker to withdrawn the proposed action to increase the exam administration fee, and seconded by John Jensen.  One board member abstained.  Motion carried.

Fund Balance


Michael Vorgetts stated that he has been monitoring the fund balance very closely and it appears that projections for the end-of-year balance will not be as bad as originally predicted.  He stated that after the year-end closeout, he is going to employ a temporary accountant to help develop a system to track funds for the future.

Minimum Standards of Practice Regulations


The Board members were furnished with a copy of the regulations with proposed amendments.  Motion (V) by Thomas Orisich, seconded by Dan Lavelle, and unanimously carried by the Board to propose the amendments to the minimum standards of practice regulations.  Mr. Orisich thanked committee members for their hard work.  A public hearing will held at the November meeting to hear comments from the public.
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS REPORT

Bill Orsinger stated that he is planning the Fall MSS conference and that the exam content workshop will be scheduled for Thursday of that week.  He stated that he was contacted by a company inquiring about becoming an approved CPC provider.   The Board advised that the application is available on the board's website and that the company should file an application.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Orisich, seconded by Mr. Jensen and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 11:35 a.m. , 3rd floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  This meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article §10-508.  The purpose of this meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of the Session, the Board re-convened the public meeting at 11:40 a.m.
OPEN SESSION


Motion (VII) by John Jensen, seconded by Brian Dunne to offer Consent Order and require quarterly reports from probation officer.
APPLICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR BY EXAMINATION

1.  Joshua G. Price - approved.

2.  James E. Grant - approved.

APPLICATION DENIALS

One application for professional land surveyor by reciprocity was denied because the application showed no minor engineering experience.


Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (VIII) for approval was made by Mr. Lavelle, seconded by Mr. Orisich and unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, motion (IX) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by Mr. Dunne and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m.
________ With Corrections

___x_____ Without Corrections

SIGNED BY John Mettee, Chairman, October 1, 2014
