
MINUTES
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

DATE:
April 1, 2015
TIME:
10:00 A.M.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 308



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
John Mettee, Chairman


John Jensen



Donald Ocker



Daniel Lavelle



Thomas Orisich
Brian Dunne
OTHERS

PRESENT:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director



James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director



Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General



TJ Frazier, MSS

Matthew Brien

CALL TO ORDER


John Mettee, Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.
MINUTES

A motion (I) was made by Donald Ocker, seconded by Thomas Orisich,  and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2015 meeting with one change. 
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Ocker noted that the court recording of the civil trial for 15-LS-04 had been received with other court documents as requested by the Assistant Attorney General. 

15-LS-04
In pre-charge review.

15-LS-07
AAG will offer Consent Order with $300 fine and 30 days to complete CPC requirements.
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15-LS-08
AAG will offer Consent Order with stipulation to complete 4 Category A credits within 30 days.

A motion (II) was made by Donald Ocker, seconded by Brian Dunne, and unanimously carried to accept the Complaint Committee’s report. 

CORRESPONDENCE


The Board received a letter from Secretary Schulz advising them of the new Maryland law dealing with attendance at meetings.  Members must attend at least two-thirds of meetings held in any twelve month period or face removal from the Board.
The Board discussed an email from Mr. Frazier, Maryland Society of Surveyors, regarding several issues.  Mr. Frazier noted that a licensee was unclear if a particular class qualified for the CPC requirement for law, ethics, and standards of practice.  Mr. Ocker stated that it is up to the provider to determine the course’s classification and category.  Mr. Orisich noted that a class must be specific to Maryland standards, law, and practice in Maryland to qualify.  
Mr. Frazier asked the Board if the requirement for a course in the minimum standards of practice must be “Maryland” minimum standards of practice. The Board responded affirmatively.   The Board also noted that Section .04B(3)(d) of the regulations is not specifically limited to ethics.  It is more of a catch-all and can include other relevant subject matters.  


Mr. Ocker noted that this Board accepts CPC credits earned in other states. If a licensee has taken the West Virginia equivalent of law and ethics, it is acceptable for Maryland credit if they also took the Maryland part.  Mr. Mettee stated that ethics from other states is acceptable. Mr. Lavelle discussed the West Virginia CPC requirements and how they impact surveyors licensed in Maryland and West Virginia. Apparently West Virginia will only accept certain courses offered in West Virginia. Mr. Frazier offered that the MSS has rented DVDs from West Virginia to help Maryland surveyors, who are also licensed in West Virginia, meet CPC requirements. 

Mr. Frazier asked if the Board had agreed to a Q and A period at the fall conference. John Mettee responded that the Board intends to attend the conference but not necessarily conduct a Q and A session. Mr. Mettee said that the Board would consider responding to questions submitted in advance, allowing these questions to be part of the presentation. Mr. Jensen suggested 
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that a Board meeting be held at the conference, the Board will consider this proposal.


Mr. Frazier raised the issue of unlicensed contractors and other non-surveyors using new tools and technologies to perform work usually reserved for licensed surveyors. John Mettee stated that the Board looks at the “deliverable” or the job the technology is being used to perform. If it is used to locate boundaries or to determine land ownership rights, then the user must be licensed. Don Ocker offered that the Board does not license the tool or technology.  
NEW BUSINESS


Matthew Brien appeared before the Board as requested. There were no questions or concerns. The Board thanked him for his appearance.


Mr. Orisich reported that a fellow surveyor commented that first time presenters of CPC courses no longer receive twice the course credit. The Board responded that first time presenters are still allowed to claim twice the credit hours for teaching a class. Mr. Frazier will advise MSS members. Janet Morgan will highlight this in the newsletter. 

Milena Trust stated that the CPC regulations need revisions and  recommended that the Board revisit the regulations with the help of the MSS, an educator, and others. Mr. Orisich noted that surveyors licensed in neighboring states have difficulty meeting all CPC requirements. A discussion on outcome measures followed.

Mr. Mettee asked for a motion to reactivate the CPC committee. Mr. Orisich made a motion (III) to reactivate the CPC committee, Mr. Lavelle seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the Board. The CPC Committee will consist of Don Ocker, John Jensen, Robert Banzhoff, a representative from MSS, and one other non-member of MSS. Pam Edwards will send an email to the licensees seeking a volunteer to serve on the committee.
Executive Directors Report 

Pam Edwards noted that the web pages are being reworked. She noted that new procedures are in place for regulations. A concept sheet must be submitted before the Board votes or public meetings are held. The Secretary will respond to the concept sheet within two weeks. Ms. Edwards is also working on revisions to the Reciprocity Application.
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Board Counsel Report 

Milena Trust stated that the firm permit enforcement bill passed the House and had an uneventful hearing in the Senate. She thanked MSS for taking the lead in support of the bill and thanked John Mettee for attending the hearings.  She further stated that a bill needs to be submitted next session to amend the education requirements in the law.
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS


Mr. Frazier stated that the MSS recently held their Spring Conference. The society offered a course on how to prepare an application.  

Mr. Frazier requested a list of new licensees (licensed in the last 3 years). Ms. Edwards will provide the list to the MSS. 

Executive Session 

A motion (IV) was made by Mr. Ocker, seconded by John Jensen and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 12:05 p.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7). Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 12:39 p.m. 

REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS

The following applications for Firm Permits were approved:
Arrowhead Surveys LLC



21783



Chesapeake Environmental Management
21784
One application for reciprocity was denied because the applicant lacked the required amount of minor engineering experience.

Following a review of the above applications by a minimum of two board members, a motion (V) was made by John Jensen, seconded by Don Ocker and unanimously carried to approve/deny the above applications.
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ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, a motion (VI) was made by Brian Dunne, seconded by Don Ocker, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:40 p.m.
_________With Corrections

___X______Without Corrections


Signed by John V. Mettee III, Chairman, May 6, 2015
5

