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MINUTES

BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

DATE:

May 5, 2015
TIME:

1:30 P.M.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 308



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Christopher Schein, Chairman



Charles Adams



David Locke


Gareth Diedrick



Susan Grefsheim

ALSO

Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

PRESENT:
James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director



Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General
CALL TO ORDER


Christopher Schein, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES

A motion (I) was made by Charles Adams, seconded by Gareth Diedrick, and unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the March 16, 2015 meeting as submitted.   
DISCUSSION OF CPC REGULATIONS

Milena Trust recapped events up to this point.  At the January meeting, the Board took final action to adopt the CPC regulations.  Final action was not published in the Maryland Register due to new in-house procedures. A new concept sheet was required to be submitted to the Secretary along with comments received from the public as a result of the public hearing held in September 2014. 
The concept sheet was submitted to the Secretary.  Ms. Trust and Ms. Edwards met with the Secretary to discuss the regulations.  

Public comments included suggestions that more courses/providers be accepted, that licensees and not just providers be allowed to submit courses for approval, and that licensees get credit for a broader range of activities.  The Board did not make any changes to the regulations because the changes would have been substantive changes which cannot be made at the time of final action.  
The Secretary did not give her approval to proceed with final action to adopt the regulations.  She specifically wanted to know how the public comments were addressed in the regulations. As a result, the Board reconvened the CPC committee and a meeting was held on April 15, 2015.  The committee discussed the regulations and addressed the issues raised by the public comments. 
It was noted that originally, the regulations were fashioned after the architects’ continuing education regulations and were not as specific as other boards’ CPC regulations.  The regulations drafted by the committee and proposed by the Landscape Architect Board required that courses must be approved by ASLA and LACES, but also allowed for courses to be submitted to and approved by the Board.  Approval of providers was considered but was subsequently ruled out in favor of approval of courses.  Licensees can get credit for non-ASLA and non-LACES approved courses if the provider submits them to the board. 
The committee also decided against accepting sources of credit such as publishing books, attending meetings, and other self-assessment or self-reporting activities for CPC.
Ms. Trust explained the regulatory process which does not allow substantive changes to be made at the time of final action. Only non-substantive changes can be made.  If the board decides to approve providers and not courses, or wants to add a section on sources of credit, those changes would be substantive. 
Ms. Trust stated that the board has two options:  1. keep the regulations as they are; or, 2. start from beginning and make the changes noted above.  In option 2, the board would have to start process over and reconvene committee. 

Charles Adams stated that he feels comfortable keeping the proposed regulations the way they are.   Ms. Trust stated that by approving courses, the board gets to review the content of the course.  Chris Schein stated that the public thought the board should accept a broader range of courses.  
Gareth Deidrick stated that he does not think the requirements are too onerous for licensees to satisfy.  The Board should move forward with the regulations as originally proposed and consider revising them later.  

Chris Schein  summarized by stating that the original committee provided enough leeway in the types of courses one can take and the regulations are broad enough to allow for flexibility and inclusion of other courses beyond ASLA and LACES approved courses, and consequently, address the issues raised in the comments submitted by the public.  Ms. Grefsheim agreed that the Board should reaffirm the CPC regulations as originally proposed.

APPLICATIONS FOR RECIPROCITY

The following applications for reciprocity were approved:
Jonathan Henney

3826

Jason Weckerly

3827

Thomas Tavella

3828

APPLICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION

The following applications for examination were approved:

Aroom, Kameron


Augustine, Rebekah

Baier, Zachary


Frear,Sherry


Gordon, Brandon


Lanahan, Kara


Phaire, Amber


Sickle, Matthew

APPLICATIONS DENIALS


There were no application denials.
OTHER BUSINESS

The Board agreed to schedule the next meeting for September 21, 2015 instead of June 15, 2015 as originally scheduled.
ADJOURNMENT

The Board unanimously carried the motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 p.m.

__x____ With Corrections  
______ Without Corrections
Signed by Christopher Schein, Chairman, Sepember 21, 2015
