MINUTES

JOINT CHAIRS MEETING
DATE:


May 19, 2014
TIME:


1:30 p.m.
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:

Howard "Skip" Harclerode (PE Board)





Diane Cho (Architects Board) 




John Mettee (Surveyors Board)



Chris Schein (Board of Landscape Architects)
Michael Vorgetts, Acting Commissioner, O & P



Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director, Design Boards, O&P




Milena Trust (AG’s office)

ABSENT:

Carla Viar (Certified Interior Designers)
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

On motion duly made and seconded, the Minutes of the October 23, 2013, meeting were unanimously approved.

ISSUES DISCUSSED

1. Legislative Update.

Chairs of the Architects’, Land Surveyors’, and Landscape Architects’ Boards all expressed their disappointment with the Unfavorable Report received by the State Legislature for the joint Firm Permit bill.  The chairs considered various strategies for the 2015 Legislative Session, including private sponsorships.  The chair of the Land Surveyors Board, Mr. Mettee, stated that the representatives of the Maryland Society of Surveyors already expressed their willingness to submit the bill next year.  Ms. Cho and Mr. Schein indicated that they will be having discussions with legislative representatives of Md AIA and Md ASLA with regard to the same issue.

2.   Digital Signatures Initiative Update.
Ms. Trust stated that per request of the Boards, she started drafting the applicable regulations for the Boards of Architects, Professional Engineers, and Land Surveyors.  Ms. Cho indicated that the Board of Architects through Ms. Edwards scheduled a presentation by one of the vendors to have a better understanding of the process and extended an invitation to attend the presentation to other chairs.  Mr. Harclerode indicated that the members of the PE Board already discussed the initial draft of the regulations, and are close to submitting it for a formal regulatory process.  Mr. Mettee indicated that the Board for Professional Land Surveyors will make the Digital Signatures provisions to be a part of Minimum Standards of Practice that the Board is presently in the process of updating.   
3. Overlapping Practice Issue.

            Messrs. Harclerode and Mettee discussed the issue brought up on behalf of the Surveyors Board regarding the FAA 2C Survey Certification.  Both chairs agreed that the appropriate design professional to prepare and sign such certification is exclusively a licensed surveyor.
4. Digital Documents Storage Issue
Chairman Harclerode once again brought up the necessity of creating a digital 

storage system.  He reiterated that in light of the recent situation involving the burst pipe, the danger of destruction of important documents is greater than ever.  In addition, the creation of the digital system will greatly improve the shortage of space presently experienced by the Boards’ offices. 

      5.
Electronic Board Room. 

Ms. Edwards brought the Chairs up-to-date on the progress of the Boards’ room renovations.
6. Financial Report.  

Chairs continued to express their concerns regarding the financial status of Special Fund.  Based on the most recent financial summary presented by Mr. Vorgetts, the Fund’s expenses exceed its revenues.  Mr. Vorgetts stated that he will continue to work with Chairs on improving the current financial situation.

7.
Next meeting date.

Chairs agreed to schedule their next meeting date for September 11, 2014. 
ADJOURN.
There being no further business, it was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 p.m.
Singed by Howard “Skip” Harclerode, P.E., Chairman, Septembet 11, 2014
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