MINUTES

JOINT CHAIRS MEETING
DATE:

June 24, 2013
TIME:

1:30 p.m.
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:

Skip Harclerode (PE Board)





Diane Cho (Board of Architects) 




John Mettee (Surveyors Board)



Chris Schein (Board of Landscape Architects)



Carla Viar (Board of Certified Interior Designers) 




Michael Vorgetts, Acting Commissioner ( O&P)




Pam Edwards (Executive Director, Design Boards, O&P)




Milena Trust (AG’s office)

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

On motion duly made and seconded, the Minutes of the March 14, 2013, meeting were unanimously approved.

ISSUES DISCUSSED


1.
Implementation of the Veterans Full Employment Act.  Ms. Edwards reported to the Chairs that O&P is fully operational with the implementation of this state mandate, and qualified individuals already received their reciprocal licenses in expedited manner. 


2.
Issues Related to Md. Park and Planning Commission .  


A.
Ms. Trust reported on recent TV news and press releases with regard to the Sandy Spring/Farm Road issue.  She emphasized that it would not be appropriate for the chairs to comment on this issue to media or members of the public.  Furthermore, she stated that should the chairs receive any inquiries from the press, they should be forwarded to the DLLR Public Information Office.



B.
Mr. Mettee reported to the chairs of his and Ms. Trust's meeting with the Maryland Park and Planning Commission on a completely different issue related to the acceptance by the Commission of plats prepared by professional land surveyors and property line surveyors.  Mr. Schein indicated that he also understands from the landscape architecture community that there are issues with the acceptance by the Commission of plans prepared or coordinated by landscape architects.  Mr. Mettee clarified that the focus of discussions with the Commission was on the plats, rather than the plans, prepared by licensed surveyors.  Ms. Schein agreed to report on any further developments regarding this issue if he receives any additional information from ASLA.  

3.
Electronic Signatures Initiative Update.

Mr. Harclerode continued to reiterate his preference to have the Department serve as a central depository and hold a public key to individual signatures.  However, the chairs inclined to agree that the task might be too burdensome and challenging.   The chairs will continue to discuss this subject in-depth, and Ms. Trust will attend a workshop on Digital Signatures that will be presented during the NCEES' Annual Meeting.

4.
Staff Update.

Ms. Edwards reported that she is working on interviewing for a contractual Exam Coordinator position.  The freeze exemption for the Assistant Executive Director position has not yet gone through.  The chairs emphasized the importance of "casting a wide net" in terms of advertising for that position in order to get a bigger pool of qualified applicants.   

5.
Legislative and Regulatory Updates

Ms. Trust reported that she is the process of re-drafting the Firm Permit bill for the Boards of Architects, Landscape Architects, and Professional Land Surveyors to incorporate changes that took effect because of the passage of the Firm Permit bill for the State Board for Professional Engineers.  The bill will then be forwarded to the Office of the Secretary to be included in the O & P's legislative package.


Ms. Edwards reported that she is in the process of finalizing the License Fees regulations.

6.
Financial Report.  

Mr. Vorgetts presented the Chairs with a detailed Fund analysis that indicated that the Fund balance at the end of FY' 13 was $64, 285.  The chairs were extremely concerned about the balance, especially in light of the 12.5% statutory cap on the increase of license fees.  Nevertheless, chairs expressed sincere appreciation to Mr. Vorgetts for performing a thorough and accurate analysis.  Chairs stated the recommended increase might not be sufficient to help narrow the gap between the revenues and expenditures, and that there may be a need for increase of other fees.  


5.
Next meeting date.

Chairs agreed to schedule their next meeting date for October 23,  2013. 
ADJOURN.
There being no further business, it was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
SIGNED BY Howard “Skip” Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
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