STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

October 14, 2020
Time:

10:30 a.m.

Place:
The Board of HVACR meeting was held via teleconference.  To join the meeting please call ‪US‬ +1 208-907-5480‬ PIN: ‪871 402 772#‬ Once you are connected to the meeting please mute your phone by either pushing the mute button or *6.
Members Present: 
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor 
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor
Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor
Members Absent:
Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
Staff Present:
John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner, Occupational and Professional        Licensing
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Staff Absent:

None
Guests Present:
None
Call to Order
Chairman Johnson called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:31 a.m.

Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on September 9, 2020. Upon Mr. Giangrandi’s Motion and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the motion was unanimously carried to approve the minutes without amendment or correction.
Complaint Committee Report
In Mr. Smith’s absence Ms. Bailey stated that the full Complaint Committee report will be deferred until the November 2020 meeting.
Application Review Committee
Mr. Rebechi stated that there were no applications for review, but that Ms. Bailey had asked him to review an application, for which additional information is needed. Ms. Bailey stated that there has been no response from the applicant. Chairman Johnson suggested that staff reach out to the applicant again.  There is one application pending. Mr. Giangrandi moved, and Mr. Rebechi offered the second, to approve the Application Review Committee report. The Motion was unanimously approved.
Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Bailey thanked the Board for their attendance. She advised that across all Mechanical Licensing Boards, board business had decreased. She explained that the Mechanical Boards are receiving less correspondence, resulting in decreased board business. She also stated that she has not been advised as to when the building will reopen or when staff will be returning to the office; she will advise the Board when she receives more information regarding a return to the building.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of September, 2020:
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	54
	21
	33
	39%


Cumulative

	Total
	344
	151
	165
	44%


Testing to date

	Total
	 10214
	4479
	5735
	44%


There are currently 23,397 active licensees.

Old Business
There is no old business at this time.
New Business
Ms. Bailey stated there she had no new business to bring before the Board. 

Mr. Hamilton stated that he has been made aware that the 2021 ICC code was voted on, and he asked what, if anything, needed to be done for the Board to update its Code to the most recent edition. Counsel Kinstler explained that, in the past, the Board created a Code Update Committee to consider the new edition and compare it to the Code edition currently in place and advise the Board on any modifications. Chairman Johnson asked what code currently is in place. Mr. Hamilton stated that, in most places in Maryland, the 2018 Code is in place. He went on to say that since the new code is out, it can be reviewed prior to its release in order to implement any changes. Counsel confirmed that, pursuant to COMAR 09.15.05.01, the Board adopted the 2018 International Mechanical Code and the International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings. Chairman Johnson stated that a committee should be created to review the 2021 codes, and asked Mr. Hamilton if he would sit on that committee. Mr. Hamilton agreed. Counsel Kinstler explained that, pursuant to COMAR 09.15.05.02 and .03, the Board adopted modifications to the 2018 Codes and promulgated additional provisions. Counsel stated that she will forward the current regulations to the committee members, so they can review them to advise Counsel and, subsequently, the Board of changes to chapter or section numbers, or the need to further modify or remove modifications from those set forth in COMAR 09.13.05.02 and .03, respectively. Counsel also stated that upon review, the Committee should advise her of changed section numbers, and advise her of what, if anything, needs to be modified. Counsel stated that she will then draft language for the regulation, if a concept is approved, to update the Code. Ms. Bailey explained that the Division of Labor and Industry has formally adopted and incorporated by reference most applicable chapters of the applicable Codes. She stated that the Board can review the applicable Codes, and thanked Mr. Hamilton for his time and willingness to do so. 
Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.
Counsel’s Report
There was no counsel’s report at this time.
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report at this time.  Chairman Johnson hopes that everyone and their families are safe and healthy.
Closed Session
There was no closed session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Motion was unanimously carried that the Board adjourn the October 14, 2020 meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors at 10:44 a.m.
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