STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
October 9, 2013
TIME:  
10:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
Fred Matusky, Vice Chair


Charles Smith

James Crist

Allen Clinedinst, III
Fontaine Smallwood
ABSENT:
James Johnson, Chair
Robert Gawne
George Warren
STAFF PARTICIPATING:

John Papavasiliou, Executive Director






Occupational and Professional Licensing






Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer
GUESTS:



Jason Schaffer, PSI Representative
CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Fred Matusky called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:30 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the board reviewed the minutes of the July 10, 2013 Board meeting and
MOTION I was made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Smallwood, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Deferred until the November meeting.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Complaint Committee submitted the following report covering September 12, 2013 through October 9, 2013: Total number of complaints received 9; complaints for panel review 4; 2 complaints for investigations; 1 complaint for Informal Hearing and 2 complaints closed.

MOTION III was made by Mr. Crist, seconded by Mr. Clinedinst and unanimously carried to accept the Complaint Committee report with corrections.

NEW BUSINESS
Jason Schaffer, PSI Representative
PSI representative, Mr. Schaffer, met with the board to review questions and concerns regarding the examination for HVACR.  Mr. Schaffer is currently here to develop an examination for the board of Elevator Safety Review and review issues with Maryland Home Improvement Commission (MHIC). The relevance for this meeting today is to validate the test bank with the recent change in HVACR code, and how the pass/fail rates compare with other states.  If there are questions that do not perform well these are flagged for removal.  Mr. Clinedinst, board member, had questions concerning where candidates are having repeated problems.  Those questions cover the areas of hydronic heating, ventilation for the journeyman and master restricted ventilation exam.

Mr. Schaffer assured Mr. Clinedinst that pass rates do vary depending on how well the candidate prepares for the exam.  Board member, Mr. Smith, was concerned as to what the board offers for the ventilation license.  Maybe the board needs to revisit the intention for offering this examination for license. Mr. Clinedinst asked who developed the list of required text books used for the examination.  The cost of the material is more than what the exam candidates can afford.

To eliminate reference materials, Mr. Schaffer advised that the board would be required to review the books to determine how to narrow the number of books allowed to be used during the examination.

Mr. Smith wanted to know if there is a study guide for the exams.  Mr. Schaffer advised that there are sample questions located in the examination vendor’s bulletin, as well as a breakdown of how many questions per section.

COUNSEL’S REPORT
Regulation on Advertisement

After the September discussion counsel reviewed the regulation pertaining to license information on vehicles.  The board already has a regulation in place that provides for specific information to be displayed on vehicles.  It has been suggested to provide a reminder in renewal notices for individuals who hold either a master, master restricted or limited contractor license, that licensing information must be visible on vehicles and all advertisement.  There is already a regulation that provides this.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Papavasiliou is currently on a task force to study licensing and continuing education for electricians.

Mr. Smith asked that legislation be put in that requires only a state license and not be required to hold local/jurisdictional license.  Also, Mr. Smith requests that there be the establishment of a sub-committee to meet and piece together local influence that require local/jurisdiction licensing and request that they be diminished.

Mr. Papavasiliou asked board members that maybe they could bring this issue to the attention of the industry associations so that they may offer input.  

EXAM REPORT
The examination report for the month of August 2013 as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:
	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	63
	32
	31
	51%


CORRESPONDENCE

None
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Vice-chair Matusky commented on the examination statistics report for the HVACR 2013.  The content outline is used to develop a distribution of questions relating to various subject matter important to the Board. It is difficult to compare our statistics with other states due to the non-standardized methods used in creating these content outlines. The pass rate has increased for the month of September.  
Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Clinedinst that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Smallwood, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 12 p.m.
           √   

Approved without corrections

                        
Approved with corrections


Fred Matusky



 
November 13, 2013



Fred Matusky, Vice Chairman
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