STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

November 10, 2020
Time:

10:30 a.m.

Place:
The Board of HVACR meeting was held via teleconference.  To join the meeting please call ‪US‬ +1 208-907-5480‬ PIN: ‪871 402 772#‬ Once you are connected to the meeting please mute your phone by either pushing the mute button or *6.
Members Present: 
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician
Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor 
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor
Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor
Members Absent:
None
Staff Present:
Gregory Morgan, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional Licensing
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Staff Absent:

None
Guests Present:
None
Call to Order
Chairman Johnson called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:31 a.m.
Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on October 14, 2020. Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the motion was unanimously carried to approve the minutes without amendment or correction.
Complaint Committee Report
Mr. Heeter reported that the Complaint Committee (“Committee”) met at 9:30 AM via teleconference.  The Committee closed twelve (12) complaints, five (5) complaints are still under investigation, two (2) complaints were sent to pre-charge, and three (3) complaints were criminally charged.
Closed Complaints

Investigation
   
Pre-charge
     
Criminal Charges
HVAC 210005

HVAC 210002
HVAC 210003 
HVAC 210012

HVAC 210006

HVAC 210004
HVAC 210018
HVAC 210016

HVAC 210007

HVAC 210010



HVAC 210017

HVAC 210009

HVAC 210011





HVAC 210019

HVAC 210013

HVAC 210020


Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee.

Application Review Committee
There were no applications to review at this time.
Executive Director’s Report
There was no Executive Director’s report at this time.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of September, 2020:
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	71
	31
	40
	44%


Cumulative

	Total
	415
	182
	233
	44%


Testing to date

	Total
	 10285
	4510
	5775
	44%


There are currently 23,635 active licensees.

Old Business
Ms. Bailey stated during the last meeting the Board discussed code updates. Counsel Kinstler and staff reached out to Mischelle VanReusel with the Division of Labor and Industry (“DLI”) who reported that DLI will not update the code until sometime in 2022 as it is their practice to wait 18 months after publication in case there are modifications by the Code sponsor. Counsel stated that if the Board wished to adopt the codes prior to DLI, they could not do so by incorporation by reference, unless they awaited DLI’s adoption. Ms. Bailey stated the Board should wait until DLI begins their update so that our code and regulations are in sync with that Division. Chairman Johnson thanked Ms. Bailey and Ms. Kinstler, and agreed that the Board should defer this discussion.
New Business
There is no new business at this time. 

Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.
Counsel’s Report
There was no report from counsel at this time.  However Counsel stated she wanted to inform the Board that, after the last meeting of the Board, she had provided the COMAR provisions applicable to the Code update to Mr. Hamilton and Chairman Johnson when she believed the Board was moving forward on the code update. It will take approximately three months to enact the code after the Board votes on the updates. She asked Mr. Hamilton how long he thinks the process will take. Mr. Hamilton stated that he will have everything done on the Board’s part and will be able to bring the information before the Board during the next meeting. Counsel made the Board aware of the applicable COMAR provisions, 09.15.-5.-1—.03, related to the International Mechanical and Residential Codes. Counsel explained that the chapter and section numbers identified in sections .02 and .03 will have to be tracked to identify any changes to page or section number designations to be included in a draft regulation to update the Codes.  Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Hamilton to put his findings in writing for the Board to review. Counsel stated that Mr. Hamilton can and he should present his findings to the Board, but that the way in which he does so is for the Board to determine.  
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report at this time.  Chairman Johnson hopes that everyone and their families are safe and healthy. Chairman Johnson asked if there is any word on when we will be returning the building. Ms. Bailey stated that it was currently undetermined, but Commissioner Morgan, who sat in on the meeting, stated that he is able to provide an update.
Commissioner Morgan thanked Ms. Bailey and Chairman Johnson. He stated the building is still closed to the public, and with the uptick in positivie COVID cases, Secretary Robinson suggested a hybrid of telework and in person work. There are small groups working in the office each day, and Ms. Bailey has done a good job with her team. Currently there is no determination as to when the current situation will change. Commissioner Morgan stated that he reopened the customer service center full time, and it is fully staffed. This has been a huge help in corresponding with customers in real time without excessive voicemails and delays.  He thanked the Board for allowing him to provide an update.
Chairman Johnson thanked Commissioner Morgan for the information. Ms. Bailey thanked Commissioner Morgan for allowing us to telework remotely.  

Closed Session
The Board did not meet in closed session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Smith’s Motion and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Motion was unanimously carried that the Board adjourn the November 11, 2020 meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors at 10:49 a.m.





Approved without corrections






Approved with corrections

James Johnson, Chairman
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