STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

November 13, 2019
Time:

10:36 a.m.

Place:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland  21202
Members Present:
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician 

Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor, 
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor
Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor 

Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor 

Members Absent:
Ralph Adams, Master HVACR Contractor, Carroll County 

Staff Present:

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Tanya Graham, Investigator, Mechanical Licensing Boards

Bonita Johnson, Administrative Staff, Mechanical Licensing Boards

Staff Absent:

None
Guests Present:
None
Call to Order
James Johnson, Chairman, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:36 a.m.

Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on October 9, 2019. Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the minutes without correction.
Complaint Committee Report
Mr. Smith reported that the Complaint Committee (“Committee”) met at 9:00 AM.  The Committee closed ten (10) cases, one (1) case was sent to pre-charge, one (1) case was criminally charged, one (1) bench warrant was issued, and eighteen (18) complains were still under investigation.
Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee.

Application Review Committee
There were no applications for review.
Executive Director’s Report
The Executive Director had nothing to report, but wished the Board a happy Thanksgiving.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of October, 2019:
                           Candidates Tested         Passed            Failed

Pass %

	Total
	63
	28
	35
	44%


Cumulative

	Total
	509
	235
	274
	46%


Testing to date

	Total
	 9745
	4265
	5480
	44%


There are currently 21,404 active licensees.
Old Business
Ms. Bailey addressed the Board regarding the status of the HVACR Code update.  Counsel Kinstler stated that the proposed action to approve the 2018 International Mechanical Code (“IMC”) and the 2018 International Residential Code (“IRC”) were published in the August 30, 2019 Maryland Register and that comments were accepted through September 30, 2019.  Counsel asked Ms. Bailey if she received public comments.  Ms. Bailey stated that no comments were received.  Counsel stated that the Board can take final action, and she asked the Board consider doing so at this time.  Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion, and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Board unanimously approved the final action to adopt the 2018 IRC as the State HVACR Code.
New Business
A. Collecting fines through the Central Collection Unit

Ms. Bailey stated that she has started the process to collect civil monetary sanctions imposed in administrative cases through the Central Collection Unit (“Unit”).  Chairman Johnson had asked at the last meeting if the Board could put a hold on a license if the sanction isn’t paid.  Counsel Kinstler stated that if an individual fails to satisfy a monetary sanction or any other condition of an adjudicated administrative order, the Board has the authority to suspend a license, as long as the Board’s Order includes language indicating that license suspension or ineligibility will be a consequence of an individual’s failure to satisfy the terms and conditions of a Board Order. 
Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.
Counsel’s Report
There was no Counsel’s report at this time. 
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report at this time.
Closed Session
Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion, and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Closed Session, pursuant to General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §3-305(b)(11) at 10:54 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202 in order to conduct an exam challenge review.
Upon Mr. Giangrandi’s Motion, and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the Board voted unanimously to uphold the exam results.

Upon completion of the Closed Session Mr. Hamilton made a Motion, seconded by Mr. Giangrandi, and unanimously carried by the Board to reconvene the Business Meeting at 11:05 a.m. 

Approval of Findings of Closed Session

The Board reconvened the Business Meeting at 11:05 a.m. The Board reviewed the findings of the Closed Session held on November 13, 2019.  Upon Mr. Smith’s Motion and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Board voted unanimously to approve the findings of the Closed Session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Board unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:06 a.m.
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