STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING 
AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
DATE:
May 13, 2015
TIME:  
10:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chairman


George Warren



Fontaine Smallwood



Charles Smith

Clifton Savoy



Ezio Rebechi
ABSENT:
Allen Clinedinst, III

Fred Matusky
Albert Holley

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner Occupational and


Professional Licensing

John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner Occupational


and Professional Licensing






Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing

Joel Jacobson, Assistant Attorney General






Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer

CALL TO ORDER
James Johnson called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the April 8, 2015, Board meeting and

MOTION I by Mr. Savoy, seconded by Mr. Smith, and unanimously carried to approve the business meeting minutes without correction.

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

Joel Jacobson, Visiting Counsel for the Board, presented an oral report.  Applications received for review: twelve (12) apprentice, five (5) approved, seven (7) referred for additional information.  
MOTION II was made by Mr. Savoy, seconded by Mr. Smallwood and unanimously carried to approve the Application Review Committee report without modification.

Executive Director Bailey asked if an applicant provides the supplemental information requested, whether the Application Review Committee requires that the application be held until the next Board meeting for approval or whether staff can approve it. Chairman Johnson stated that when additional information is received, staff should contact a Committee member to ask whether to bring application back for review or release from pending status.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Complaint Committee submitted the following report covering April 0 ? through May 13, 2015: number of complaints open 53; complaints under panel review 11; complaints closed 6; complaints referred for investigation 4; complaints referred for pre-charge 8; and complaint referred for criminal charges 1.
MOTION III was made by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Savoy and unanimously carried to accept the Complaint Committee report without corrections.

OLD BUSINESS

Senate Bill 864 
The Board discussed Senate Bill 864 which was enacted in the 2015 session of the General Assembly, and which takes effect on October 1, 2015.  The law concerns procedures under which the Board may issue a Cease and Desist Order.  The Board members had several questions concerning implementation of the new law. This matter will be reviewed again with Counsel at the next Board meeting. 
BOOK ORDER REQUEST
Ms. Bailey ordered the two books used by PSI for the license examinations as requested by the Board. However, one of the books was ordered incorrectly. She has ordered the correct International Mechanical Code (IMC) book, and has placed the information for Board members in their folders so that they may order their own copies if desired. Ms. Bailey does not have the authority to order books for each Board member, but she is grateful that the Department allowed her to order one set. 
Mr. Smith asked that when the PSI contract is negotiated the State could ask them to provide the required books for all exams in order to provide a more accurate review for examination challenges. Mr. Johnson disagreed that books should be made available and states that each Board member order books individually. Consensus regarding the reference material required is that cost prohibits the individual when there may be only one question on the exam that is found in the reference book.
Ms. Bailey will email PSI and ask that a breakdown be provided that would show how many test bank questions come from each reference book for each different license examination.  It is also possible that some of the questions on an examination could be eliminated to reduce the number of reference books.
CORRESPONDENCE
DONAN-HVAC Forensics
Written request was received from DONAN HVAC Forensics, a company located in Kentucky, that investigates the cause and origin of damages to HVAC systems.  The technicians for DONAN do not perform repairs, replacements or installations.  Board members asked that staff would respond to Curtis Van Ness that the definitions of services for which a license is required is found under Business Regulation Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §9A-101.
Bodie
Written correspondence received from attorneys making inquiry about regulations or industry standards applicable to HVACR contractors in 1995.  Chairman Johnson suggested that there be a search of minutes from 1995 that would indicate which codes were adopted during that time.   Counsel Jacobson advised that the attorney receive copies and allow him to make the determination or interpret how that would apply to his client’s situation. 
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT/NEW BUSINESS

EXAM REPORT
The examination report for the month of April 2015 as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	65
	35
	30
	54%


Cumulative 
	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	194
	90
	104
	46%


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Johnson thanked the members for being present and asked that absent members’ information be provided to him.
Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Smith that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Warren, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:45 a.m.

              

Approved without corrections

                        
Approved with corrections

James Johnson, Chairman
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