STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

March 10, 2021
Time:

10:30 a.m.

Place:
The Board of HVACR meeting was held via teleconference (US‬ +1 208-907-5480‬ PIN: ‪871 402 772#‬).
Members Present: 
Brian Hamilton, Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Richard C. Ludlow, Master Plumber



Amadou Magazi, Master HVACR Contractor
Members Absent:
Grant G. Gotlinger, Master Electrician

Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor
Staff Present:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Staff Absent:

None
Guests Present:
None
Call to Order
Chairman Hamilton called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:33 a.m.
Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on February 10, 2021. Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion and Mr. Magazi’s second, the motion was unanimously carried to approve the minutes without amendment or correction.
Complaint Committee Report
Mr. Heeter reported that the Complaint Committee (“Committee”) met at 9:30 a.m. via teleconference.  The Committee closed six (6) complaints and nine (9) complaints are still under investigation, and one (1) complaint was criminally charged.

Closed Complaints

Investigation
   
Pre-charge
     
Criminal Charges
HVAC 210022

HVAC 200014
HVAC 210010
HVAC 210013
HVAC 210023

HVAC 200024


HVAC 210033

HVAC 210025




HVAC 210035
Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion and Mr. Magazi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee.

Application Review Committee
There were no applications that required review at this time.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Mr. Heeter reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of February, 2021:
                         Candidates Tested      Passed

Failed
Pass %

	Total
	47
	20
	27
	43%


Cumulative

	Total
	89
	37
	52
	42%


Testing to date

	Total
	 10488
	4588
	5900
	44%


There are currently 24,667 active licensees.

Executive Director’s Report

There was no Executive Director’s report.
Old Business
Ms. Bailey stated that she received more information regarding licenses issued by the District of Columbia (“D.C.”).  D.C. licenses refrigeration and air-conditioning contractors.  She stated that they do not offer licenses in other categories. Accordingly, Maryland, could reciprocate a restricted license, but not a full master license.  Ms. Bailey stated there is a value of reciprocal licensing from a regulatory perspective, as it allows for the Board to know who is working and ensures a minimum competency level of service providers. A license may not reflect a contractor’s competence but ensures that the individual has demonstrated that he or she is has demonstrated minimum qualifications to perform the work.
Ms. Kinstler, Counsel, stated that D.C. licenses journey and master refrigeration and air-conditioning contractors by policy rather than law.  If Maryland enters into a reciprocal licensing agreement with D.C., there it would be a restricted license in refrigeration and/or air-conditioning.  Ms. Bailey stated that the D.C. license only covers forced air heat.  Chairman Hamilton stated that on his D.C. license, it states refrigeration and air-conditioning.  The certification states a refrigeration and air-conditioning mechanic.  Counsel Kinstler stated the D.C. laws are not very clear on this and that Ms. Bailey had determined, through several communications with her counterpart in D.C., that they also issue journeyman licenses as well.  Chairman Hamilton asked if the reciprocal agreement would include journeyman, master, or both types of licenses.  Ms. Bailey stated that it would include both license classifications.  Chairman Hamilton stated that the license is for 25-ton units and under, and asked if that would be considered a full or limited license.  Ms. Bailey stated that it would be a restricted license.  She clarified that the Maryland limited license authorizes only service and repair, but not installation.  Ms. Bailey stated that she would look further into their PSI bulletin to obtain greater detail and clarification of the D.C. license structure, what their license categories cover, and asked that the matter be tabled for the April 2021 meeting.
New Business
Ms. Bailey addressed the Board and reiterated that when responding to an email please do not “reply all,” and only reply to the sender.  Hitting “reply all” could be considered to constitute an electronic quorum, for which the public is entitled to notice in order to comply with the Open Meetings Act.
Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.
Counsel’s Report
None offered.
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report, however, Chairman Hamilton thanked the Board and staff for their attendance.
Closed Session

The Board did not convene in closed session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Magazi’s Motion and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the March 10, 2021 meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors at 10:48 a.m.
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Brian Hamilton, Chairman
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