STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
June 12, 2019
TIME:
10:33 a.m.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland  21202

MEMBERS

PRESENT:
Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor 
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Jim Berndt, Master Plumber/Gasfitter

Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor, 
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor

MEMBERS

ABSENT:
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician 
Ralph Adams, Master HVACR Contractor, Carroll County

STAFF
PRESENT:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Division of Occupational and 

Professional Licensing, Mechanical Licensing Boards 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, Counsel for Advice, DLLR   
NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Officer, Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-

Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors
Tanya Graham, Investigator, Mechanical Licensing Boards
Bonita Johnson, Administrative Staff, Mechanical Licensing Boards
CALL TO ORDER
Charles Smith, Vice-Chairman, called the Business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:33 a.m.
Each attendee introduced themselves to the newest appointed Board Members and staff: Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor, Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor, Tanya Graham, Investigator, Bonita Johnson, Administrative Staff.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the March 11, 2019 Business Meeting, MOTION made by Mr. Rebechi, seconded by Mr. Berndt, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORTS
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Smith, Vice Chairman, gave an oral report of following complaints:

HVAC180077 – charged

HVAC180060 – charged

HVAC190061 – pending waiting for response

HVAC180053 – Pre-Charge

HVAC180069 – further investigation-Pre-Charge.

HVAC190052 – pre-charge

HVAC180070 – further investigation
HVAC190011 – further investigation 

HVAC190012 – further investigation 

HVAC190013 – further investigation
HVAC190014 – further investigation 

HVAC190021 – further investigation
HVAC190025 – further investigation
HVAC190033 – further investigation
HVAC190040 – further investigation
HVAC190061 – pending waiting for response

HVAC190063 – pending waiting for response

Seven (17) complaints reviewed of which two (2) complaints were charged and consent orders issued, four (4) sent to pre-charge, nine (9) to request additional information and two (2) pending awaiting responses. MOTION was made by Mr. Rebechi, seconded by Mr. Berndt and unanimously carried to approve the Complaint Committee report.

Application Review Committee

Mr. Rebechi reported that there were two (2) applications submitted one (1) for master level contractor; which was approved for the full master exam; one (1) approved for journey examination.
MOTION made by Mr. Giangrandi, seconded by Mr. Hamilton, and the Board unanimously approved the findings of the Application Review Committee.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director, Robin Bailey, introduced the new Board members and staff, Michael Giangrandi, Brian Hamilton, Bonita Johnson and Tanya Graham. She then thanked NaTerra Bailey, current Board administrator, who will be relocating due to military duty station change. 
Ms. Bailey also informed the Board members that as of August 1, 2019, there will no longer be parking in the garage under the building. Ms. Bailey also advised that DLLR will be relocating its offices some time in 2020. AAG Kinstler added that the new location is still supposed to be in in Baltimore City.

Ms. Bailey informed the Board that all examination applications are now being vetted by the state’s testing vendor, PSI, Inc. Mr. Rebechi asked whether the Application Review Committee meeting was still necessary. Ms. Bailey advised that applications that can’t be vetted by PSI will be forwarded to the Application Review Committee for additional review as needed. Mr. Hamilton asked who set the procedures for application review. He was informed that the qualifications for licensure and examination eligibility are set forth in the law and will remain the same. AAG Kinstler added that, in accordance with Bus. Reg. Art., Md. Ann. Code, §9A-302(g),  the Board also has the discretion to credit up to 6 years toward work experience for an applicant to be eligible for a license examination. Mr. Smith asked how union classes will be handled. Ms. Bailey advised that journey license applications that do not require examination will not go to PSI and currently she is working with schools to assist with expediting the licensure process for graduates of the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council programs. 
Ms. Bailey asked if there were any requests for legislation. All request would be due immediately no later than June 13, 2019 to allow time for a concept paper to be drafted and submitted with suggestion. No requests were made by the Board.
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS

Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of May 2019, she added that the mechanical Boards’ pass rate remains in the low 30% but the Board of HVACR has the highest pass rate, which is in the low 40%.
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	71
	37
	34
	52%


Cumulative

	Total
	164
	77
	87
	47%


Testing to date

	Total
	                        9400
	4107
	5293
	44%


PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of April 2019:
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	48
	24
	24
	50%


Cumulative

	Total
	212
	101
	111
	48%


Testing to date

	Total
	                       9448
	4131
	5317
	44%


PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of May 2019:
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	48
	20
	28
	42%


Cumulative

	Total
	261
	122
	139
	47%


Testing to date

	Total
	                        9497
	4152
	5345
	44%


OLD BUSINESS

AAG Kinstler presented the Board members with a copy of a previous email setting forth language for a proposed regulation to update and modify, as appropriate, the HVACR Code from the 2012 to 2018 International Mechanical Code and International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings. She reviewed with the Board the chapters and sections to be omitted, section number changes and additions to the Code and urged the Board to review the 2012 and 2018 Codes for any additions prior to adoption. After she explained the steps to the process of adopting a new Code, she informed the Board that the entire process will take approximately 45 days from the time the Board actually votes to propose action. 
Mr. Smith suggested that further discussion be special order at the next meeting to allow time to review changes. MOTION made by Mr. Rebechi, seconded by Mr. Hamilton, and unanimously carried to special order the discussion until the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Giangrandi asked about the Board’s involvement in legislative matters and identified his role in a trade association. Ms. Bailey asked Mr. Giangrandi about his role in the association he mentioned. Mr. Giangrandi stated that he is a representative for the greater Washington/Baltimore ACCA Group. Mr. Smith questioned whether Mr. Giangrandi was a part of a lobbying group. Ms. Bailey stated that a Board that as a Board member one cannot represent themselves in their capacity as a Board member, nor can one lobby as a member of the Board. Ms. Kinstler advised that that, generally, a board member cannot serve as an officer of an association with a trade that is regulated by a board to which the individual has been appointed.  Accordingly, serving as an officer of a trade association may be viewed as a conflict of interest. AAG Kinstler explained that an individual can be a member of the Board and a member of a trade association, but cannot be an officer in the association. She suggested he contact the State Ethics Commission to inquire further about a potential conflict of interest. Mr. Giangrandi invited the Board to be a part of Empower MD. AAG Kinstler informed the Board that any such invitation should be channeled through the Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing and, if necessary, to the Office of the Secretary. Mr. Giangrandi stated that he is just a representative for the industry and not an officer.  
CORRESPONDENCE
None.
COUNSEL REPORT
AAG Kinstler advised that all boards, unless their laws require otherwise, operate in accordance with parliamentary procedure, which includes the following practices:
· If a motion is made and there is no second then the motion dies;
· A motion is just a means to get an issue to a vote; there is no obligation that the moving member vote in favor of the subject of the motion; and
· The Chair (or individual presiding over a meeting) votes only in the event of a tie vote.
The Board and HVACR occupation are governed by statutory law enacted by the Legislature, as set forth in Bus. Reg. Art., Md. Ann. Code, Title 9A, as well as the Board’s regulations, set forth in Code of Maryland Regulations (“COMAR”), Title 09, Subtitle 15. Changes to COMAR can be made throughout the year and are not restricted to the same time provisions under which the General Assembly operates, but can only clarify Maryland law and cannot create new requirements.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr. Smith asked Ms. Bailey whether there had been any response from Virginia in reference to testing requirements previously discussed. She stated that she had not heard back yet and would get the information by the next meeting.
CLOSED SESSION
None necessary.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Rebechi, seconded by Mr. Hamilton and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:25 a. m.
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