STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
January 9, 2019
TIME:
10:33 a.m.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland  21202

MEMBERS

PRESENT:
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Jim Berndt, Master HVACR Contractor
Charles E. Smith, Master HVACR Contractor
MEMBERS

ABSENT:
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician
Michael Biederman, Master HVACR Contractor

STAFF
PRESENT:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director Division of Occupational and 

Professional Licensing, DLLR Mechanical Licensing Boards 

NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Officer, Division of Occupational and 

Professional Licensing, DLLR Mechanical Licensing Boards 
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, Counsel for Advice, DLLR     

GUESTS

PRESENT:
Nicholas Cummings, HVACR and Steamfitters, Recruiter
CALL TO ORDER
Charles Smith, Vice-Chairman, called the Business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:33 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the November 14, 2018, Business Meeting, MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi, and unanimously approved the minutes as written.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mr. Smith reported that there were 19 complaints reviewed and the findings are as follows:

Closed Complaints

Investigation 
 




HVAC-180064

HVAC-170062
HVAC-180068

HVAC-180053
HVAC-180080

HVAC-180067




HVAC-180070




HVAC-190002





HVAC-190003





HVAC-190006





HVAC-190007





HVAC-190013





HVAC-190014





HVAC-190015





HVAC-190016





HVAC-190017





HVAC-190018





HVAC-190019

MOTION made by Mr. Rebechi, seconded by Mr. Berndt, and the Board unanimously approved the findings of the Complaint Committee.


Application Review Committee

It was reported by Mr. Rebechi that there were (3) applications submitted; (1) one master application, which was denied for the master exam and approved for the full journeyman examination; (1) one journeyman restricted application, which was approved and (1) full journeyman application, which was approved. 
MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi, and the Board unanimously approved the findings of the Application Review Committee.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director, Robin Bailey, reported that she is in the process of filling two open positions in the Mechanical Licensing Boards, one for an Investigator I and one for an Administrative Officer I, and she also reported that Kelly Schulz is no longer filling the position of Secretary. The position of Secretary is now being held by Acting Secretary James Rzepkowski.
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS

PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of October 2018:
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	536
	18
	16
	50%


Cumulative

	Total
	644
	306
	326
	48%


Testing to date

	Total
	                        9236
	4027
	5209
	44%


OLD BUSINESS
Previously, Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner, Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing, DLLR, presented information regarding the findings of the occupational licensing policy learning consortium (“consortium”). The objective of the consortium is to help create jobs and remove barriers to licensure. Many individuals living in states with close proximity to Maryland, such as Delaware, the District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, and Virginia want to work in this state. Targeted populations include immigrants with work authorizations, criminal records (e.g. minor drug offenses), low income, unemployed and dislocated workers, veterans and their spouses. One of the main issues found by the Board was the language barrier, because all examinations are currently administered in English. 
The Board was asked to create a committee and revisit the discussion listing key points of discussion. MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and unanimously carried to table further comments or action on this matter until a full roster of members could be present for discussion as suggested by Vice-Chairman Smith previously.
Previously, Commissioner Helminiak informed the Board of the 2018 Code updates. He stated that within 18 months of the County Building Code updates the International Building Code has to be adopted. Therefore the 2018 Codes will be adopted by February 2019. The Board recognized that it has not conducted a Code update since 2012. Mr. Smith asked whether the Board could adopt the updated codes. Ms. Bailey informed him that the process would require a concept paper to be drafted and submitted, she then asked the Board if they would like to proceed with that process. 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, advised the Board that it must compare the 2012 Codes to the 2018 editions it would propose to adopt and pursue a regulation to modify COMAR 09.15.05.01—.03 if necessary. Counsel offered to review the Codes and report to the Board in the meeting following her review. 
NEW BUSINESS

None.
CORRESPONDENCE
None.
COUNSEL REPORT
None.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
In Chairman Johnson’s absence the Board members and DLLR Staff all sent well wishes to Chairman Johnson and wish him a speedy recovery.
CLOSED SESSION
By MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and unanimously carried to go into a closed session at 10:46 a.m. The session was closed to allow the Board to consider license examination challenges, including the review of confidential examination materials, and to confer with counsel, in compliance with § 3-305 (b)(2), (7), and (11) of the General Provisions Article, Maryland Annotated Code.
The Board considered challenges to questions on license examinations by five (5) candidates. Two (2) of the candidates were awarded additional points after the Board determined that challenged questions were poorly worded or that the multiple choice answers should be changed. Staff will notify the examination vendor.  
MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and the Board unanimously carried the vote to accept the results of the license examination challenges reviewed during the closed session.
MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and unanimously carried to convene to the public meeting at 11:25 a.m.

CLOSED SESSION FINDINGS
MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and unanimously carried to accept the findings of the closed session entered to consider testing materials and exam challenges at 11:26 a.m.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:27 a. m.





Approved without corrections






Approved with corrections


Charles Smith, Vice-Chairman
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