STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

February 10, 2021
Time:

10:30 a.m.

Place:
The Board of HVACR meeting was held via teleconference (US‬ +1 208-907-5480‬ PIN: ‪871 402 772#‬).
Members Present: 
Brian Hamilton, Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor



Amadou Magazi, Master HVACR Contractor
Members Absent:
Grant G. Gotlinger, Master Electrician

Richard C. Ludlow, Master Plumber
Staff Present:
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Staff Absent:

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards

Guests Present:
None
Call to Order
Chairman Hamilton called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:32 a.m.
Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on January 13, 2021. Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the motion was unanimously carried to approve the minutes without amendment or correction.
Complaint Committee Report
Mr. Heeter reported that the Complaint Committee (“Committee”) met at 9:30 AM via teleconference.  The Committee closed six (6) complaints and nine (9) complaints are still under investigation, and one (1) complaint was criminally charged.

Closed Complaints

Investigation
   
Pre-charge
     
Criminal Charges
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Upon Mr. Giangrandi’s Motion and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee.

Application Review Committee
There were no applications that required review at this time.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Mr. Heeter reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of January 2021:
                         Candidates Tested      Passed

Failed
Pass %

	Total
	40
	17
	23
	43%


Cumulative

	Total
	40
	17
	23
	43%


Testing to date

	Total
	 10439
	4568
	5871
	44%


There are currently 24,345 active licensees.

Executive Director’s Report

There was no Executive Director’s report at this time.
Old Business
In Ms. Bailey’s absence, Ms. Kinstler stated that Ms. Bailey is still waiting on materials from the District of Columbia to move forward with reciprocal licensing. 
New Business
There was no new business to report.
Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.
Counsel’s Report
Counsel addressed the Board about Secretary Robinson’s memo regarding Board member responsibilities during the 2021 legislative session.  She explained that Board members are asked to notify the Secretary prior to a hearing regarding any Board business.  This year the legislative session is virtual, members should notify the Secretary regarding Board business and must first receive approval in order to testify.  A member is also asked to notify the Secretary’s office as a courtesy if they are testifying as a private citizen on a bill that not pertain the business of the Board.
Counsel also advised the Board when an email is sent to Board members regarding any Board business, it is important when replying that they do not respond by “reply all”.  Counsel explained that replying to all can create an electronic quorum, which could violate the Open Meetings Act.  The public must be notified at a minimum of 24 hours for any Board business when there is a quorum any Board business is discussed.
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report, however, Chairman Hamilton addressed the Board and thanked them for their attendance.  He expressed the significance and importance of the Board’s role and that the Board will do great things this year.  Chairman Hamilton also stated that he is continuing to  work on the code updates and will relay them to the Board upon completion of the research. He invited any interested Board members to offer input.
Closed Session

Upon Mr. Rebechi’s Motion, and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Closed Session remotely at 10:45 a.m., pursuant to § 3-305(b)(7) and (8) of the General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, in order to discuss pending litigation, including a recommended decision in Case No.: HVACR-19-0007 and to seek the advice of Counsel.
The Board discussed the recommended factual findings, conclusions of law, evidentiary analysis, and recommended order of the Administrative Law Judge in Case No. HVACR-19-0007, in which the Respondent was charged with violating Md. Ann. Code, Bus. Reg. Art. § 9A-301 and § 9A-501(a) by providing and offering to provide heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, or refrigeration services (“HVACR”), respectively, at the Maryland business location of the Complainant, without the lawfully required license issued by the Board, and Md. Ann. Code, Bus. Reg. Art. § 9A-504 by misrepresenting the Respondent’s license status by providing a fictitious license number on a contract for HVACR services.  

Upon Mr. Rebechi’s motion, and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve and affirm the findings, legal conclusions, and recommendations of the Administrative Law Judge in Case No.: HVAC-19-0007, that the Respondent had violated Md. Ann. Code, Bus. Reg. Art. § 9A-301 and § 9A-501(a) by providing and offering to provide HVACR services, respectively, at the Maryland business location of the Complainant, without the lawfully required license issued by the Board, and Md. Ann. Code, Bus. Reg. Art. § 9A-504 by misrepresenting the Respondent’s license status by providing a fictitious license number on a contract for HVACR services. The ALJ found and the Board affirmed that the Respondent’s violations caused actual harm and significant additional expense to the Respondent and voted to impose a civil monetary penalty in the amount of $5,000.00. Counsel will prepare a written Proposed Order, to be timely issued by Board staff.

Upon completion of the Closed Session Mr. Giangrandi made a Motion, seconded by Mr. Magazi, and unanimously carried by the Board to return to the Business Meeting at 11:04 a.m. 

Approval of Findings of Closed Session

The members reviewed the findings of the Closed Session held on February 10, 2021.  Upon Mr. Rebechi’s motion and Mr. Magazi’s second the Board voted unanimously to approve the findings of the Closed Session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Giangrandi’s Motion and Mr. Magazi’s second, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the February 10, 2021 meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors at 11:09 a.m.





Approved without corrections.





Approved with corrections.
Brian Hamilton, Chairman



            Date

4

