STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

February 12, 2020
Time:

10:35 a.m.

Place:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland  21202
Members Present:
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician 


Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Members Absent:
Ralph Adams, Master HVACR Contractor, Carroll County 
Staff Present:

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Tanya Graham, Investigator, Mechanical Licensing Boards
Staff Absent:

None
Guests Present:
Nick Cummings, Local 486



Greg Davis, Local 602
Call to Order
James Johnson, Chairman, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:35 a.m.

Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on November 13, 2019. Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the minutes without amendment or correction.
Complaint Committee Report
Mr. Smith reported that the Complaint Committee (“Committee”) met at 9:00 AM.  The Committee closed sixteen (16) complaints, eight (8) complaints remain under investigation, two (2) complaints were sent to pre-charge, and four (4) complaints were referred for criminal charges.
Closed Complaints

Investigation
   
Pre-charge
     
Criminal Charges
HVAC 200012

HVAC 200032
HVAC 200010 
HVAC 200036

HVAC 200014

HVAC 200046
HVAC 200038
HVAC 200042

HVAC 200016

HVAC 200048



HVAC 200053

HVAC 200022

HVAC 200051



HVAC 200058

HVAC 200040

HVAC 200054

HVAC 200041

HVAC 200055

HVAC 200043

HVAC 200059

HVAC 200044

HVAC 200060

HVAC 200045

HVAC 200047

HVAC 200049

HVAC 200050

HVAC 200052

HVAC 200056

HVAC 200057

HVAC 200061
Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Rebechi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee.

Application Review Committee
There were no applications for review.
Executive Director’s Report
The Executive Director did not offer a report.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of January, 2020:
                                 Candidates Tested              Passed                  Failed

Pass %

	Total
	63
	29
	34
	46%


Cumulative from January, 2020:
	Total
	63
	29
	34
	46%


Testing to date

	Total
	 9933
	4357
	5576
	44%


Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of December, 2019:

                                   Candidates Tested              Passed                  Failed

Pass %

	Total
	61
	29
	32
	48%


Cumulative from January, 2019:
	Total
	534
	297
	337
	47%


Testing to date

	Total
	 9870
	4326
	5544
	44%


Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of November, 2019:

                           Candidates Tested              Passed                  Failed

Pass %

	Total
	63
	33
	3
	52%


Cumulative from January, 2019:
	Total
	573
	268
	305
	47%


Testing to date:
	Total
	 9809
	4297
	5512
	44%


There are currently 21,413 active licensees.
Old Business
Ms. Bailey addressed the Board and stated that she continues to work with the Central Collection Unit to collect administrative sanctions imposed by the Board.  She stated that the Board has significant administrative sanctions that require collection.  Mr. Smith asked if Investigator Graham is able to collect monies from administrative sanctions.  Ms. Bailey stated that Investigator Graham is not collecting administrative sanctions, but is having resounding success arranging for respondents to pay back monies or reimburse monies to complainants.   
Counsel Kinstler stated that the Board does not have the authority to force people to pay administrative sanctions, but Ms. Bailey and her office can negotiate an agreement with respondents that if such financial settlements are reached between a compliant and contractor, the Board would agree to close that complaint in lieu of pursuing regulatory charges.  Chairman Johnson asked whether Board members can negotiate such matters.  Ms. Bailey stated Board members cannot, as they must remain impartial.  Chairman Johnson suggested that the Board allow a respondent an opportunity to negotiate with a complainant, if the parties are willing, before adjudicating a complaint and resulting regulatory charges.  Mr. Smith agreed.  Ms. Bailey stated any monetary sanctions collected by the Board are paid to the State’s general fund.
New Business
A. House Bill 349 Occupational and Professional Licensing - Service Members, Veterans, and Military Spouses - Revisions to Reciprocity Requirements
Ms. Bailey addressed the Board regarding House Bill 349 (“HB 349”) and stated that the bill allows military veterans, service members, and spouses to obtain Occupational and Professional licenses in Maryland if the individual has ever held a license, and that it is in good standing in another state.  She said that the bill would remove barriers to licensure and make it easier for military veterans and their spouses to apply for and obtain a license without exam.  Ms. Bailey stated that BRAC caused a large influx of service members to relocate to Maryland, and that the original intent of the law was to allow veterans and their spouses to qualify for expedited licensure in Maryland.  HB 349 expands this legislation to any veteran or spouse who has held a license in another jurisdiction.  Mr. Smith stated that other states do not have the same licensing standards as Maryland, and that he opposes the bill.  Ms. Bailey stated that Boards have discussed this bill, and that it has been discussed in the House and Senate.  She stated that Secretary Robinson and Commissioner Wilkens have testified and that they favor the legislation.  She stated that under the legislation, a license applicant must have a license in good standing in any state in order to obtain a license in Maryland.
Chairman Johnson stated that when he read and signed his letter of support provided to him by the Department of Labor, he supported the language in the letter, however, he does not agree with the actual wording of the proposed bill.  Ms. Bailey stated that from experience, since the BRAC statutory provisions were enacted, the Department has a tracking sheet for expedited licensure and that less than five applications have been submitted under these provisions since 2014 to the present.  Mr. Smith stated that Pennsylvania does not even have statewide licensing standards.  Ms. Bailey stated that this is true. However, in order to obtain a reciprocal license under the bill, applicants must obtain a letter from the reciprocating jurisdiction verifying that license is in good standing.  Mr. Giangrandi stated that he is part of an organization that supports the bill and that the Department does not want the bill amended.  Ms. Bailey stated that to benefit the Board and to make them aware of upcoming legislation, she distributes copies of legislative bills, but that the Board must respond in a timely manner in order for their comments to be taken into consideration.  She cautioned that if she does not receive responses then she is unable to have them noted in legislative discussions with the Department.

Chairman Johnson stated that he has concerns about the bill text. However, he accepted that he signed letter expressing support as the Chair of the Board based on his understanding of the intent of the bill.  Ms. Bailey stated that the Chairman of the Board of Master Electricians had similar sentiments.  She also stated that should Board members wish to communicate with her, she will convey their comments to the Office of the Secretary.  Ms. Bailey stated that Commissioner Wilkens is on a committee to remove barriers for licensure, that Arizona has passed similar legislation, and that the message the Department officials wish to convey is that Maryland is “open for business.”   Chairman Johnson asked whether applicants for licensure under HB 349 have to be Maryland residents.  Counsel Kinstler stated that, according to existing statutory language, in Bus. Reg. Art., Md. Ann. Code, §2.5-105, which the bill does not amend, an applicant or the applicant’s spouse must be a service member, veteran, or military spouse, and that either the applicant has established legal residence in Maryland, or is assigned to a duty station in Maryland.  
Correspondence
There was no correspondence for discussion.
Counsel’s Report
Counsel offered no report. 
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report at this time, but Chairman Johnson thanked the Board for their attendance.  He said that, after missing two meetings, he thought the Board would be backed up, and thanked the Complaint Committee for convening and working even when a Board meeting could not be held.
Closed Session
The Board did not meet in closed session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Smith’s Motion and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Board unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:10 a.m.
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