STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
February 8, 2017
TIME:
10:35 a.m.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chairman

Fontaine Smallwood

Stephen Schmidt

James Berndt

Ezio Rebechi

Jack Wilson, Sr.

ABSENT:
Charles Smith, Vice Chairman

Albert Holley

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Robin Bailey, Executive Director





Sloane Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer

CALL TO ORDER
James Johnson, Chair, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the January 11, 2017, Business Meeting, MOTION made by Mr. Smallwood, seconded by Mr. Schmidt, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without correction.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE
Deferred until next month.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Counsel Kinstler stated that there were seven (7) applications received for review of which three (3) apprentice applications approved administratively, two (2) approved by committee, two (2) requesting additional information. MOTION was made by Mr. Smallwood, seconded by Mr. Schimdt and unanimously carried to approve the Application Committee report.

OLD BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS

None.
Legislative Report
	HB 405 - Plumbing and Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Inspectors - 
Qualifications -


Ms. Bailey stated that this legislation provides an exception to the authority of a county or local government to employ only plumbing inspectors who hold a master plumbing license issued by specified entities; authorizes a county or local government to hire plumbing inspectors who obtain certification by the International Code Council as a mechanical inspector within 6 months of being hired; an d provides that plumbing and HVAC inspectors must have at least 5 years of experience before being appointed or employed; etc. 

After lengthy discussion the Board identified the following problems with HB 405 – 

· The proposed legislation diminishes the process that qualifies individuals as licensed inspectors because this bill would allow the local jurisdiction’s permit and inspection offices to hire individuals prior to obtaining an inspector’s license and allow them to work for 6 months without a license. What if the individual fails to become licensed  within the six (6) months of hire, are all of the inspections performed previously void?
· There is no specific language in the bill that would disqualify an individual who does not have experience as an installer from becoming an inspector. . 
· The bill seems to be allowing individuals hired as inspectors to not hold any license initially, while on page three (3) of the House bill it requires that the individual possess at least five (5) years of experience.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, informed Board members that she attended session yesterday where there is legislation to have all Mechanical Boards to become specially funded.

Ms. Bailey provided the following report:
a. PSI Report and Statistics
The examination report for the month of November 2016 as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	45
	20
	25
	44%


The examination report cumulative results as reported by PSI Exams are as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	45
	20
	25
	44%


The examination report year to date as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	8058
	3497
	4561
	43%


COUNSEL’S REPORT

Sloane Kinstler, Counsel for the Board, reminded Board members of the scheduled formal hearing immediately following next Board meeting.  
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Smallwood, seconded by Mr. Schmidt, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 11:30 a.m.






Approved without corrections






Approved with corrections

James Johnson, Chairman
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