STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:

December 9, 2020
Time:

10:30 a.m.

Place:
The Board of HVACR meeting was held via teleconference (US‬ +1 208-907-5480‬ PIN: ‪871 402 772#‬).
Members Present: 
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician
Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor
Brian Hamilton, Master HVACR Contractor
Members Absent:
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Staff Present:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanic Licensing Boards




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Sean Heeter, Administrative Officer

Staff Absent:

None
Guests Present:
None
Call to Order
Chairman Johnson called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 10:39 a.m.
Approval of Minutes
Members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on November 11, 2020. Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Smith’s second, the motion was unanimously carried to approve the minutes without amendment or correction.
Complaint Committee Report
Mr. Heeter reported that the Complaint Committee (“Committee”) met at 9:30 AM via teleconference.  The Committee closed twelve (12) complaints, five (5) complaints are still under investigation, two (2) complaints were sent to pre-charge, and three (3) complaints were criminally charged.
Closed Complaints

Investigation
   
Pre-charge
     
Criminal Charges
HVAC 210017

HVAC 200035
HVAC 180056


HVAC 210018

HVAC 200051
HVAC 210018

HVAC 210007

HVAC 210002





HVAC 210009

HVAC 210004





HVAC 210019

HVAC 210010

HVAC 210020

HVAC 210011





HVAC 210014


Upon Mr. Hamilton’s Motion and Mr. Giangrandi’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee.

Application Review Committee
There were no applications to review at this time.
Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Bailey advised the Board the next O&P newsletter has a deadline of December 18, 202. She invited Board members to email her any information they’d like to include on behalf of the HVACR Board in the newsletter. The first newsletter was successful and received a positive response.  Ms. Bailey also thanked the Board members for their service and hope that everyone has a healthy and happy holiday season.
Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals
Ms. Bailey reported the following PSI exam statistical summaries for the month of November, 2020:
                         Candidates Tested      Passed

Failed
Pass %

	Total
	60
	19
	41
	32%


Cumulative

	Total
	475
	203
	272
	43%


Testing to date

	Total
	 10345
	4531
	5814
	44%


There are currently 23,798 active licensees.

Old Business
There was no old business to be considered at this time.
New Business
Ms. Bailey advised the Board that the Board of Master Electricians has successfully negotiated a reciprocal agreement with Washington D.C. She is hopeful that there might be a possibility of a discussion on an HVACR reciprocal licensing agreement if the Board is interested. Ms. Bailey has requested the D.C. licensing standard. She will distribute this to the Board members upon receipt.
Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.
Counsel’s Report
It was not necessary for Counsel to offer a report.  
Chairman’s Report
There was no Chairman’s report at this time. Chairman Johnson hopes that everyone and their families remain safe and enjoy a healthy holiday season.
Closed Session
Upon Mr. Smith’s Motion, and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Closed Session remotely at 10:54 a.m., pursuant to § 3-305(b)(7) and (8) of the General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, in order to discuss pending litigation, including a recommended decision in Case No.: HVACR-19-0012 and to seek the advice of Counsel.
The Board discussed the recommended factual findings, conclusions of law, evidentiary analysis, and recommended order of the Administrative Law Judge in Case No. HVACR-19-0012.  

Upon Mr. Smith’s motion, and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve and affirm the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the Administrative Law Judge in Case No.: HVAC-19-0012. Counsel will prepare a written Proposed Order, to be timely issued by Board staff.
Upon completion of the Closed Session Mr. Smith made a Motion, seconded by Mr. Hamilton, and unanimously carried by the Board to return to the Business Meeting at 11:13 a.m. 

Approval of Findings of Closed Session

The members reviewed the findings of the Closed Session held on December 9, 2020.  Upon Mr. Smith’s motion and Mr. Hamilton’s second the Board voted unanimously to approve the findings of the Closed Session.
Adjournment
With no further business, upon Mr. Smith’s Motion and Mr. Hamilton’s second, the Motion was unanimously carried that the Board adjourn the December 9, 2020 meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors at 11:16 a.m.





Approved without corrections






Approved with corrections
Brian Hamilton, Chairman



            Date

2

