 State of Maryland

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulations

State Board of Foresters

MEETING MINUTES

October 21, 2013
LOCATION:

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation

500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:

Wade Dorsey, Chairman
W. Allen Jones,Jr.

Daniel Rider

Terrance Clark

Ann Sherrard

Others:

Dennis L. Gring, Executive Director

Michael Vorgetts, Acting Commissioner
CALL TO ORDER

The October 21, 2013 meeting of the Maryland Board of Foresters was called to order by chairperson, Wade Dorsey at 10:13 A.M.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Executive Director Gring requested the Board to table consideration of the July 15, 2013 minutes until the January 2014 meeting.  The Board tabled consideration of the July 15, 2013 minutes.
The motion was seconded by Wade Dorsey.
The motion was unanimously approved (5-0)

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Dorsey introduced Ann Sherrard as the new consumer member of the Board.  Ms. Sherrard introduced herself to the members of the Board.  The Board welcomed Ms. Sherrard.
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LICENSE APPLICATION REVIEWS

Applicant:  Joseph M. Williams
Upon completely reviewing and discussing Mr. William’s qualifications and other pertinent information contained in the application, Mr. Jones made a motion to approve Mr. William’s application for licensure in the State as a Forester.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Rider.

The motion was unanimously approved (5-0).

Applicant:  Ronald F. Farr
Upon completely reviewing and discussing Mr. Farr’s qualifications and other pertinent information contained in the application, Mr. Clark made a motion to approve Mr. Farr’s application for licensure in the State as a Forester.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Jones.

The motion was unanimously approved (5-0).
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Dennis Gring deferred his report in favor of Michael Vorgetts, the Acting Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing.  Mr. Vorgetts discussed with the Board options for persuading the MD General Assembly to extend the effective date of the Board to 2025.  The 2013 Maryland General Assembly failed to approve legislation to continue the authority of the Board after July 1, 2015.  Mr. Vorgetts reported that he will attempt to arrange a meeting with the Department of Natural Resources and other stakeholders in November to discuss the matter.  Unless the Legislature takes affirmative action to extend the authority of the Board by July 1, 2015 the Board’s authority to regulate the practice of Forestry will cease.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

The Complaint Committee had nothing to report. 
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NEW BUSINESS  

No New Business or Old Business

Upon a motion by Mr. Dorsey and seconded by Mr. Rider, the meeting adjourned at 12:04 p.m.

NEXT MEETING

Monday, January 27, 2014, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 10:00 A.M.
__X__ With corrections                                      _____ Without corrections
_______XX_________________________________         
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