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MARYLAND BOARD OF FORESTERS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 24, 2023
TIME:


10:00 a.m.
LOCATION:


1100 N. Eutaw St. 
5th Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD 21201




(Teleconference via Google Meet and in person)
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Michael Huneke – Chairman 




John Markovich – Vice Chair





Jill Rhyne-Grey

Anthony DiPaolo

Jake Martin (in person)
Brian Knox


MEMBERS ABSENT:
Daniel Rider

STAFF PRESENT:

John Dove, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional
          

     Licensing
Christopher Dorsey, Executive Director
Sharron McNeill, Supervisor





Sloane Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Fatmata Rahman, Administrative Officer I
OTHERS PRESENT:           None   
Call to Order

Chairman, Mike Huneke, called the July 24, 2023 meeting of the Maryland Board of Foresters to order at 10:03 a.m. after confirming that a quorum of members was present.
April 24, 2023 Meeting Minutes

Upon a motion by Ms. Rhyne-Grey and a second by Mr. DiPaolo, the minutes of the April 23, 2023 Business Meeting of the Board of Foresters were approved without amendment.

Chairman’s Report
Mr. Huneke informed the Board that the Allegany SAF summer meeting would be held in Pennsylvania from September 13th-15th. He stated that continuing education opportunities will be available to all attendees.
Executive Director’s Report
Mr. Dorsey introduced Commissioner John Dove to the Board as the newly appointed Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing. Commissioner Dove provided the Board with his background, after which the Board members introduced themselves to the Commissioner.
Old Business
None to be considered.
New Business
None to be considered, except a license application to be considered in closed session.
Closed Session

Chairman Huneke advised that it was necessary for the Board to convene in a closed session to discuss a license application, in accordance with § 3-305 (b)(2) and (7) of the Gen. Prov. Art., Md. Ann. Code, to protect the privacy and reputation of license applicants and to obtain advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications. Counsel stated that the Board would return to the Business Meeting thereafter to adopt its findings, if any, and continue with its meeting agenda, which would likely result in meeting adjournment.
Upon a motion by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mr. Knox, and unanimously carried, the State Board of Foresters enter into a closed session at 10:12 a.m., via Google Meets, pursuant to § 3-305 (b)(2) and (7) of the Gen. Prov. Art., Md. Ann. Code. 

The closed session was called to order with a quorum at 10:12 a.m.

The Board approved the April 23, 2023 closed session minutes.   

The Board reviewed one license application in closed session:

OR-01
The Board considered a license application of an individual who presented a degree in Forest Management from the Pennsylvania State University issued in May 1982 and documented almost 40 years as a forester and burn boss. The Board discussed the applicant’s education, college transcript, and degree in forestry, which satisfied the educational requirements. The Board concluded that the applicant satisfied the work experience, education, and reference requirements for licensure pursuant to Md. Ann. Code, Bus. Occ. & Prof. §§ 7-304(b) and (c), 7-305(1)(iii) and COMAR 09.29.01.02B. 

OR-01: Upon a motion by Mr. Martin and seconded by Mr. Knox, the Board unanimously voted to grant the license application.

Return to Open Session

The Board unanimously voted to reconvene the Business Meeting at 10:18 a.m. upon a motion made by Mr. Markovich, seconded by Ms. Rhyne-Grey.

Upon the return to the Business Meeting, Ms. Rhyne-Grey moved that the Board approve its actions taken during the closed session. Mr. DiPaolo seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Adjournment
There being no further business, upon a motion by Mr. Markovich and seconded by Mr. Knox, the Board adjourned the meeting at 10:21 a.m.

NEXT MEETING

October 23, 2023—Board members are encouraged to attend the meeting in person and to notify staff of their intention to do so remotely or in person and whether they will require parking.
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