State of Maryland 
ELEVATOR SAFETY REVIEW BOARD
Business Meeting Minutes 
DATE:


June 28, 2019
TIME: 


10:00 a.m.

LOCATION:
1100 Eutaw Street

                     

6th Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21201
PRESENT:

Ed M. Hord, Chairman



Mike W. Moran       

                                            
Robert “Sonny” Yeatman
Charles “Pete” E. Meeks
ABSENT:   

Jessica R. Underwood
Robert L. Purkey, Jr
Thomas C. Lindsay, Jr.   
STAFF 
PRESENT:    

Matthew Helminiak, Commissioner, Division of Labor and Industry 
Steve S. Lakin, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Labor and Industry   
Kimberly S. Ward, Assistant Attorney General
 


David Dearborn, Program Manager, Division of Labor and Industry 
Sean Heeter, Administrative Specialist

STAFF
ABSENT:

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing Boards 
Ralph Dillman, Chief Elevator Inspector, Division of Labor and Industry  

GUESTS PRESENT:  
 
Call To Order
Ed Hord, Chairman, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland Elevator Safety Review Board (“Board”) to Order at 10:01 a.m.
Approval of Minutes
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Special Meeting held on April 26, 2019.  Upon Mr. Meeks’ Motion, and Mr. Moran’s second, the Board unanimously approved the minutes without correction.
Chairman’s Report

Chairman Hord addressed the Board and asked them to reference an article from the Boston Business Journal in their Board packets.  Chairman Hord stated that the article discussed elevator inspections in Massachusetts, faulty elevators, and expired elevator certificates and while the article does not directly pertain to elevators in Maryland, it is interesting to see elevator inspections in the news.  Commissioner Helminiak stated that it has been a constant fight and that the Division of Labor and Industry’s (“DLI”) inspectors have been issuing citations and fines, and that DLI has seen some expired and uninspected elevators in Maryland.  
Commissioner Helminiak stated that there are also safety concerns with machine less elevators.  Mr. Meeks stated that all elevators work must be focused on safety, and that he thinks the Board should be aware of the issues surrounding maintenance of elevators.  Mr. Meeks also stated that there needs to be more space included in the elevator shafts, and that he believes that there should be legislation addressing this issue.  He stated that Delaware Elevator recommends more space and includes it in their blueprints, but the company cannot force businesses to include it.  Mr. Yeatman stated that he believes there will be a lot of pushback from elevator manufactures and asked if DLI would be able to include space height in its regulations.  Commissioner Helminiak stated that in his limited exposure with Elevator Mechanics in the field he believes that more space should be included for the Mechanics to work.  Chairman Hord asked if a minimum height could be included in the regulations.

Upon Mr. Yeatman’s Motion, and Mr. Moran’s second, the Board unanimously carried to table the discussion on the space in elevator shafts until the August, 2019 Board meeting.  
Licensing Report Update

A. Applications/Qualifications Review Committee

There were no applications for review by the Application Review Committee.
B. Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals 
Mr. Heeter referred Board members to the PSI reports in their packets.  In May, 2019 five (5) candidate were tested and five (5) candidates failed, with 0% passing rate.  In April, 2019, four (4) candidates were tested and two (2) candidates passed, with a passing rate of 50%.  Since January 2019, the passing rate is 15%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 51%.  There are currently 1025 active licensees.
Chairman Hord asked how the Elevator Safety Review Board tests results compare to other Occupational and Professional Licensing Boards.  Commissioner Helminiak stated that some Boards are in the 30% range.  He stated that the Board of Barbers and Cosmetologists has a high passing rate.  Mr. Yeatman stated that the exam was written for a 60% passing rate, whereas the Elevator Safety Review Board exam results are at 51%.                  

Complaint Committee Report 

There were no complaints at this time.
Old Business 
There was no old business at this time.
New Business
A. Division of Labor and Industry Proposed Regulations
Commissioner Helminiak stated that DLI has regulations that are being introduced.  Mr. Dearborn stated that there is a proposal to update the elevator electrical code, ASME 17.1, article 620 to be similar to ASME 17.8, which is currently the building code for wind turbines. Commissioner Helminiak stated that the regulations need to be approved by Governor Hogan’s office, and then will be posted on the Maryland Register for the public to view and submit comments prior to final adoption.  Chairman Hord asked if DLI needs any input from the Board.  Mr. Dearborn stated that DLI would appreciate the Board’s input.                
Correspondence
Mr. Heeter read correspondence inquiring about licensure for wind turbine technicians in Maryland.  The correspondence asked how wind turbine technicians can become licensed in Maryland, and if they would have to take an exam even though the technicians have been conducting the maintenance for five consecutive years.  Mr. Moran asked how the wind turbines were previously inspected without technicians holding a license.  Commissioner Helminiak stated that the issue is being brought up due to the witnessing legislation and the DLI inspectors requiring a licensed Mechanic to be present for all inspections.  Mr. Hord asked if the Board can find out who the third party inspector was and send them a strongly worded letter.  Mr. Dearborn stated that DLI would have to go through reports, but his staff will check to see if that information is available.  Chairman Hord asked if Mr. Heeter could assist in drafting a letter and Mr. Heeter stated that he would be of assistance to the Board in drafting correspondence.
Executive Director’s Report
There was no Executive Directors report at this time.
Counsel’s Report 
Mrs. Ward stated that the Temporary Elevator Mechanic licensure regulations have been published in the Maryland Register, and they are now available for review.
Public Comments

There was no public comments at this time.
Adjournment 
There being no further business, upon Mr. Meeks’ Motion, and Mr. Yeatman’s second, the Board unanimously adjourned the meeting at 10:44 a.m.  

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for August 23, 2019, at 10:00 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.   
_____      Approved without corrections

_____      Approved with corrections

____________________________________                     __________________

Ed M. Hord, Chairman 
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