State of Maryland 
ELEVATOR SAFETY REVIEW BOARD
Business Meeting Minutes 
DATE:


August 26, 2016

TIME: 


10:00 a.m.

LOCATION:
500 N. Calvert Street

                     

3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Thomas Meighen, Commissioner
Ed M. Hord, Chairman 
Robert “Sonny” Yeatman

 


Mike W. Moran       




Don Greulich

Steven Joss


Rick J. Lowman    

                       

Charles “Pete” E. Meeks
ABSENT:   
Robert L. Purkey, Jr. 

VACANCIES:

One (1) position to be filled by the Governor’s Office           

STAFF PRESENT:     Robin Bailey, Executive Director, DLLR Mechanical Boards 

Jessica Carter, Assistant Attorney General 

Steve S. Lakin, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Labor and Industry   

Larry Kreseski, Chief Elevator Inspector, Division of Labor and Industry  

Raquel M. Meyers, Acting Administrative Specialist

GUESTS PRESENT: Michael W. Lord, Executive Director, Maryland State Ethics Commission  

James D. Domenicis, Delaware Elevator, Inc.     
Call To Order
Ed M. Hord, Chairman, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland Elevator Safety Review Board to Order at 10:02 a.m.
State Ethics Training  

Mr. Hord welcomed Michael W. Lord, Executive Director of the Maryland State Ethics Commission, who provided Ethics training to the Board.
Approval of Minutes
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on June 24, 2016. Upon Mr. Lowman’s Motion, and Mr. Moran’s second, the Board unanimously carried that the minutes be approved with corrections.
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Hord stated that the Board is in receipt of a complaint.  Mr. Hord stated that he will review further by the next scheduled meeting. (See B. Complaint Committee Report, below).           
Licensing Report Update

A. Applications/Qualifications Review Committee

Mr. Moran reported to the Board that the Applications/Qualifications Review Committee met on this date, and approved thirteen (13) elevator mechanic license applications and three (3) elevator mechanic applications were deferred pending the receipt of additional information.  There were no applications referred back to the Board for further review.  

Upon Mr. Greulich’s Motion, and Mr. Yeatman’s second, the Board unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Applications/Qualifications Review Committee.    
B. Complaint Committee Report 
Mr. Hord presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee: 

ELEVATOR COMPLAINTS

Investigation 

Elev-170001

Upon Mr. Yeatman’s Motion, and Mr. Joss’ second, the Board unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee Report.    

C. Review of Examination Statistics and License Totals 
Ms. Bailey reported that zero (0) candidates were tested in July, 2016, with a 0% passing rate.  In June, 2016, zero (0) candidates were tested, with a 0% passing rate. Since January 2016, the passing rate is 63%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 63%.  There are currently 824 active licensees.                   

Old Business 
A. Reciprocity with Virginia
Ms. Bailey informed the Board that in July the Virginia (“VA”) Board tabled the matter of reciprocal licensing until their Board Committee had an opportunity to review the proposed agreement.  During the August meeting the VA Board Committee tasked staff to contact the Maryland Board Office to obtain for their review the following: A synopsis that describes licensing entry requirements, examination content outline and if Maryland Board issue licenses to individuals who have completed the National Certified Elevator Technician (CET) Education Program administered by the National Association of Elevator Contractors (NAEC). Also, the Board Committee has requested whether or not CETs are exempt from Maryland’s examination requirements.  Upon receipt, the Board will present the material to the Virginia Board Committee to review and present a recommendation to the full Board.  The upcoming VA Board Committee meeting is scheduled for September 26, 2016.  The VA Board meeting is scheduled for September 27, 2016. Ms. Bailey stated that she will have an update for the Board at the next scheduled meeting.      
B. Private Residential Elevators      

Ms. Bailey stated that the Board has not made a decision on whether or not she should draft a concept paper for private residential elevators.  An accessibility lift mechanic specialist would require a separate certification to install private residential elevators. Mr. Lowman stated that the Board was concerned that private residential elevators were not being inspected. Mr. Hord stated that the Board does not have jurisdiction over inspections. Mr. Yeatman stated that the question was whether or not a separate test would be developed at the previous Board meeting. Ms. Bailey stated that the Board would have to promulgate regulations for the certification of the accessibility lift specialist. Ms. Carter informed the Board that §12-826(g)(2), states that until the Board adopts regulations to certify accessibility lift mechanic specialists to perform work on private residential elevators, an accessibility lift mechanic may provide the services.  Mr. Joss inquired whether or not a licensed elevator mechanic is qualified to perform the work or would he require a separate license. Mr. Yeatman confirmed that a licensed elevator mechanic can perform this work and there is no need to obtain a separate license to provide this type of service.  
Upon Mr. Joss’ Motion, and Mr. Greulich’s second, the Board unanimously carried to table this topic of discussion to a later date.      
New Business

A.  Request for Proposal (RFP) Procurement
Ms. Bailey stated to the Board that PSI Examination Services, who is currently administering the elevator exams contract will be expiring soon.  She will be working closely with Ms. Carter to develop a new RFP for the Board.   

B. Issuance of a Temporary License

Mr. Lowman stated that an applicant requested for a temporary license.  There is not a request from the  contractor for the license, only the applicant applying for licensure.  Further, he stated that to issue a temporary license, there has to be a shortage of licensed elevator mechanics. Mr. Hord stated that until the contractor comes forward, the Board cannot make a decision on the matter.  Ms. Carter suggested to the Board to consider the type of proof they would request from the contractor to demonstrate a shortage.  Mr. Hord stated that the applicant cannot apply for an exception, the elevator contractor is required to request the temporary license in writing to the Board.  If the contractor does not make a request on behalf of the applicant, the applicant is required to apply for the elevator mechanics license.  Ms. Carter also suggested that the Board could put together a subcommittee to discuss this issue. She stated that the burden of proof is on the contractor. After a brief discussion, Mr. Hord suggested that this discussion be tabled to a later date and the Board agreed.      
C. Applications/Qualifications Committee Meetings 

Mr. Moran and Mr. Lowman asked whether or not the Application/Qualifications Committee meetings could meet on a monthly basis. Mr. Hord stated that the volume of applicants applying for licensure should determine how often the Committee should meet. Ms. Bailey informed the Board that the applications are currently reviewed and administratively approved by DLLR staff on the months that the Board does not meet. The Board agreed to approve Mr. Lowman and Mr. Moran’s requests to review applications on a monthly basis.                          

Upon Mr. Meeks’ Motion, and Mr. Yeatman’s second, the Board unanimously carried to approve the Applications/Qualifications Committee meetings on a monthly basis.          

Correspondence
A. Question about Licensure Requirements for Maintenance and Repair – Wind Turbine Elevators (WTE)
Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received by Robert Shattell from Indi Wind, Inc. regarding a question about licensure requirements for maintenance and repairs of Wind Turbine Elevators (WTE) on August 22, 2016.  Mr. Kreseski stated that WTE’s are considered an elevator unit.  Mr. Meighen inquired as to whether or not this matter is in the Boards jurisdiction. Ms. Bailey stated that his would be in the Boards jurisdiction.  Mr. Hord suggested that he file a complaint. Ms. Bailey stated that she would contact Mr. Shattell to file a complaint with the Board.   
Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Bailey stated that she has been working diligently with Ms. Meyers to get the Elevator Safety Review Board applications online.  She also stated that the renovator regulations have been forwarded to the Maryland Register for publication.  The renovator regulations should be published in the Maryland Register by the next scheduled meeting. 
Counsel’s Report 

There was no Counsel’s Report to offer.

Public Comments

There was no Public Comments to offer. 
Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for October 28, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.    

Adjournment 
There being no further business, upon Mr. Joss’ Motion, and Mr. Yeatman’s second, the Board unanimously adjourned the meeting at 12:01 p.m. 
_____      Approved without corrections

_____      Approved with corrections

____________________________________                     __________________

Ed M. Hord, Chairman 
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