STATE BOARD OF MASTER ELECTRICIANS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE: 
October 27, 2020
TIME: 
10:07 a.m. 
PLACE: 
Via Teleconference

                        Dial 321-465-5183

                        Enter code: 457 489 090#
MEMBERS

PRESENT:   
Jack Wilson, Chairman
Chet Brown, Vice Chairman

            Paul Donaghue, Industry Member

Jose Anderson, Consumer Member
John Peterson, Industry Member
STAFF
PRESENT: 
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanical Boards 
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 
Tracy Baylor-Wilson, Administrative Officer
OTHERS
PRESENT:
Gregory J. Morgan, Commissioner (Occupational & Professional Licensing)
MEMBERS

ABSENT:
Francis Harrison, Consumer Member

                        Greg Kaderabek, Industry Member

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman, Jack Wilson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Master Electricians to Order at 10:07 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Board members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on September 22, 2020. Upon Mr. Brown’s Motion and Mr. Anderson’s second, the Board unanimously voted by roll call vote to approve the minutes without correction.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT 
None to be considered.

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Wilson reported that there was only one (12) twelve applications reviewed with (10) ten being approved and (2) two pending additional information. Upon Mr. Donaghue’s motion and Mr. Brown’s second, the Board unanimously voted by roll call vote to approve the Application Review Committee Report.
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDER REPORT
No requests to be considered.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Bailey thanked all the participants in the Statewide Electrical Licensing Workgroup (“Workgroup”) and notified the Board that she is preparing the report of the Workgroup meetings for the Maryland Legislature. Director Bailey thanked Ms. Baylor-Wilson for the outstanding job done regarding the minutes taken for all three Workgroup meetings and concluded her report by welcoming the Board’s newest member, Mr. John Peterson.
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of September 2020:
 
Electricians                                 Candidates            Passed             Failed                   Pass %
                                                          Tested
	Master Electricians
	41
	        7
	     34
	17%


 
OLD BUSINESS

Chairman Jack Wilson asked Director Bailey to provide some highlights from the Workgroup meetings. Director Bailey stated that it was a very productive series of meetings, despite the late start, because of the current pandemic and informed the Board that there was general agreement regarding licensing apprentice and journey level electricians and consensus not to require a bifurcated license, distinguishing an individual licensed by the State as an apprentice and a registered apprentice enrolled in a program approved by the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council (“MATC”). Director Bailey added that the Workgroup discussed issuing two separate apprentice licenses in this regard, but, after discussion, the Workgroup agreed to license apprentices similarly to the other mechanical trades, without a designation for MATC enrollment. Director Bailey explained that there was concern about supervision ratios of apprentice and journey level licensees on job sites and that the Workgroup had discussed language referring to “on site” to be added to the definition of an “apprentice” authorized to assist in the provision of electrical services. Director Bailey also explained that Workgroup did not reach a consensus on a specific ratio as to how many apprentice or journey level electricians could be under the direction and control of a master electrician as compared to MATC programs and prevailing wage job sites. Counsel explained that a prevailing wage job, under the oversight of the Department of Labor’s Division of Labor and Industry, have specific statutory requirements regarding job classification for the purpose of ensuring a fair wage to employees of the contractor. Director Bailey added that none of the mechanical board statutes, i.e. Boards of HVACR Contractors or Plumbing, refer to specific supervision ratios. Director Bailey concluded that there was not consensus among the various low-voltage participants, as some had a particular definition that they had worked out as far as a carve-out for the purpose of electrician license exemption, but there was not a unanimous agreement on the language of the definition. Director Bailey believes the legislature will take what the Workgroup provides in the Department’s report as far as its consensus on related issues and work from there. Mr. Anderson thanked Chairman Wilson, Director Bailey, and Ms. Baylor-Wilson for their hard work in completing the three Workgroup meetings.
NEW BUSINESS
Chairman Wilson informed the Board that it should discuss MUELEC intention to postpone providing license examination questions for the 2020 code cycle and whether the Board needs to act. Chairman Wilson discussed individuals who will renew a license and on which code cycle qualifying continuing education credits should be focused. Chairman Wilson explained that the 2017 code is the existing code, but that a lot of the providers have already moved forward with the 2020 code to offered instruction credits. Chairman Wilson suggested that Board move forward with updated the State license examination and the code so that licensees do not have issues with compliance with jurisdictions that adopted the current 2020 code. Director Bailey stated for the benefit of newer Board members that MUELEC is the group, comprised of representatives of local jurisdictions, that submits suggested examination questions. Counsel explained to the Board that, in compliance with Md. Code Ann., Bus. Occ. & Prof. §6-306(d),   the Board is to determine the subjects and scope of the license examination based on a list questions submitted by MUELEC, but the Board is not obligated to use all or any submitted questions. Director Bailey added that the Board can put together a group of subject matter experts but, moving forward, there may be a problem due to the way MULEC handles the compilation and dissemination of the examination and maintains authority with the jurisdictions. Director Bailey explained to the Board that, as a result of the current pandemic, she had already administratively approved the continuing education credits be allowed to be done remotely online versus the required five online and five in class. Counsel explained that this was done by an order of the Secretary based on the Governor’s declaration of the state health emergency and is in place for all boards with such restrictions on required pre-license or continuing education. 
Director Bailey explained that she feels that the legislature will understand that in this situation, adjustments to regulations and requirements are necessitated. Director Bailey added that the Board could allow continuing education to either be on either the 2020 code or the 2017 code if counsel agrees that would be legally acceptable. Counsel advised that that if the Board is trying to be the most inclusive and relaxing restrictive requirements in response to an unprecedented state health emergency, she did not believe that this would create or would not be able to withstand a kind of legal challenge. Director Bailey stated that when she reached out to the NEC to get some background information as far as the definition of low-voltage for the Workgroup, she was told that they are already entertaining 45,000 comments from the public regarding the 2023 NEC codes, so they are moving ahead. Director Bailey also added that while this will delay the implementation of an updated exam by a year, she feels in during the pandemic the Board can ask MUELEC not to postpone. Chairman Wilson stated that the Board should suspend any changes in the continuing education credits or code updates until such time as the state of emergency is lifted. 
Upon Mr. Anderson’s motion and Mr. Brown’s second, the Board unanimously voted to suspend any changes until such time as the state of emergency declared by the Governor is lifted.

Chairman Wilson asked the Board if they had reviewed the Washington D.C. reciprocity agreement that Ms. Baylor-Wilson had distributed via email. Director Bailey stated that she was very excited because this has been in the works a very long time and she believes this will help the State license being transferable and more portable. Chairman Wilson inquired as to the about the effective date. Director Bailey explained that as soon as the Board approves the agreement, she has just a few minor changes to the agreement, after which she will send back to D.C.  At that time, she will then be able to provide the Board with a more definitive date. 
Upon Mr. Brown’s motion and Mr. Anderson’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the reciprocity agreement with Washington D.C.
CORRESPONDENCE
None to be considered.
CHAIR’S REPORT

None offered.
COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel informed the Board that she had received a recommended decision from the Office of Administrative Hearings involving regulatory charges in case no.: ELEC-180002. Counsel added that she will be going through the exhibits and then presenting this to the Board at the November Board meeting. Director Bailey informed the Board that she will be setting up a separate number for the closed session where the Board members will leave the public meeting, dial into the closed session meeting, and will subsequently dial or log back to rejoin the Business meeting to accept the findings of the closed session in a public session.
CLOSED SESSION
None necessary.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Donaghue, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 10:39 a.m.
___________________________________
 
____________________

Jack Wilson, Chairman




Date

________
Without Corrections

________
With Corrections
2

