STATE BOARD OF MASTER ELECTRICIANS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
DATE:
May 26, 2015
TIME:  
10:00 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
Michael Berg


Michael Oles


Brett Warner


Robert Welborne
Todd Borz
ABSENT:
Jack Wilson
STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner Occupational and


Professional Licensing

John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner Occupational


and Professional Licensing






Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing

Joel Jacobson, Assistant Attorney General






Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer

CALL TO ORDER
Michael Berg, Chairman, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Master Electricians (“Board”) to order at 10:00 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the March 24, 2015, Board meeting and

MOTION I by Mr. Oles, seconded by Mr. Borz, and unanimously carried to approve the business meeting minutes without correction.

EXAM QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW
Chairman Berg asked for a list of worst questions on the examination that can be reviewed to determine if any questions could possibly be eliminated. Presently the examination has approximately 1700 questions when only approximately 350 are needed.  Board members discussed whether or not MULEC questions will be incorporated by PSI to include the 2014 Code. Executive Director stated that she spoke with Jason Schaefer of PSI and the questions will be incorporated. 
Chairman Berg explained that some of the questions that are on the exam should either be eliminated or they have more than one correct answer.  Specifically, the heater calculation question is the one that many applicants have difficulty answering correctly. Mr. Welborne believes that the calculation question is very much required and should not be considered for elimination.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Complaint Committee reported that there are two cases currently under investigation.

LEGISLATION
Mr. Oles stated that Capital Tri-State might be available for a joint meeting with MULEC and the Electrical Board to discuss statewide electrical licensing legislation.    Counsel Jacobson advised that as long as there is not a quorum of the Board the group meeting is allowable.  The Department, Specifically Secretary Schulz, is asking that there be a discussion regarding the legislation that passed in the House last year.  Mr. Berg offered that he may be able to attend as did Mr. Oles.  Mr. Welborne stated he could attend a meeting that was in a location closer to him at a later date. Mr. Papavasiliou stated that the bill presented last time almost passed and it may be better to work with the same bill.
Mr. Oles contends that the bill was not written the way it was stated to the interested parties.  Apprentices were included in discussion in the initial bill; however, when the bill was written it was completely different.  The task force was clear that there is a difference in that “an apprentice is one who is enrolled in an approved apprentice program.”
Director Bailey explained that the mechanical boards view an apprentice as someone that comes in and applies for a license as a helper who acquires the required hours under the supervision of a licensed master. Commissioner Wilkins stated that broadly speaking that is how the Department will be able to keep uniformity across the licensing boards.
Director Bailey stated that recommendations that the task force makes and the recommendations  that end up as legislation may be altered or modified. Sometimes all of the recommendations do not end up as legislation and there has to be some compromise.  Mr. Borz stated he is not in agreement with licensing all employees however, if it is something that is going to be required because of this bill then he will accept the requirement.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOtion II was made by Mr. Michael Oles, seconded by Mr. Brett Warner, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Master Electricians go into Executive Session, at 11:05 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article,  Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508(a)(8).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials.
Motion III was made by Mr. Oles, seconded by Mr. Welborne and unanimously carried to return to the public session at 11:15 a.m.
Motion IV made by Mr. Warner, seconded by Mr. Berg, and unanimously carried to that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Bailey will bring back the electrical licensing legislation issue for discussion and will present it as old business for the next meeting.
EXAM REPORT
The examination report for the month of March 2015 as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	48
	6
	42
	13%


Cumulative 
	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	109
	17
	92
	16%


The examination report for the month of April 2015 as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	52
	10
	42
	19%


Cumulative 
	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	161
	27
	134
	17%


Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Welborne that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Warner, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Master Electricians adjourn at 12:00 p.m.

              

Approved without corrections

                        
Approved with corrections

Michael Berg, Chairman
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