STATE BOARD OF MASTER ELECTRICIANS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE: 
July 25, 2017
TIME: 
10:03 a.m. 

PLACE: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

MEMBERS
PRESENT:
Robert Welborne, Industry Member, Vice Chairman 


Brett Warner, Industry Member


Francis Harrison, Consumer Member


Todd Borz, Industry Member, Board Secretary



John Woodall, Industry Member

MEMBERS
ABSENT: 
Paul Donoghue, Industry Member 
Jack Wilson, Industry Member, Chairman
STAFF
PRESENT: 
NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Specialist
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 
STAFF
ABSENT:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director

CALL TO ORDER: 

Vice Chairman, Robert Welborne, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Master Electricians to Order at 10:03 a.m. at 500 N. Calvert Street, Room 302, Baltimore, MD 21202.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on June 27, 2017. Motion was made by Mr. Borz, seconded by Mr. Warner, and the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.
APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Executive Session held on June 27, 2017. Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Warner, and the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of June 2017:
Electricians


     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Master Electricians
	30
	7
	23
	23%


It was reported that 30 candidates were tested in June, 7 passed, 23 failed with a 23% passing rate. Since January 2017, the passing rate is 27%, and since the inception of the test in January 2006, the overall passing rate is 31%.  There are currently 5,359 active licensees.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Woodall presented the local testing statics to the Board showing that the local fail rate is higher than the State license exam administered by PSI. He queried why if the ratio is the same with other states, why Maryland licensees cannot reciprocate with other states. Ms. Kinstler reminded the Board that a licensee is free to request reciprocal licensing with any jurisdiction, but the Maryland Legislature precludes the Board from offering an exam waiver or reciprocity to an individual from a state that will not similarly reciprocate with Maryland licensees, pursuant to Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., §6-308(c). The Board has reciprocal agreements with Virginia, West Virginia and Delaware. Licensees can pursue an exam waiver from other states, independently.  
Reciprocal Licensing

The West Virginia State Fire Marshal and the Maryland Board of Master Electricians have entered into an agreement to waive the written exam for any individual who currently holds a master electrician license issued by either Maryland or West Virginia, which is in good standing, if the individual passed the written licensure exam in obtaining the other State’s master electrician license, and is otherwise qualified. 

Accordingly, an individual who is licensed by the West Virginia State Fire Marshal may apply to the Board without having to take the Maryland written license exam, so long as the applicant passed the licensure exam in West Virginia and has held the license for at least 2 years, in good standing.

Individuals holding a license in good standing in Virginia who have passed the written examination in Virginia may apply for licensure in Maryland without taking the Maryland written exam. Similarly, Maryland licensees can waive into Virginia.
Additionally, individuals holding a Delaware license in good standing for at least 5 years who passed the exam in Delaware may also apply for licensure without taking the Maryland written exam. Similarly, Maryland licensees can waive into Delaware.
Each licensing authority will review the applications submitted under this agreement to ensure that applicants are otherwise eligible to obtain a license.

The Board also issues licenses, through reciprocity, to individuals, who hold a current master electrician's license in one of the Maryland counties or Baltimore City.

Other Electrical Licenses in Maryland

The State Board of Master Electricians issues only one license, Master Electrician. In Maryland the actual performance license to perform electrical work is issued by each of the local jurisdictions. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion was made by Mr. Borz, seconded by Mr. Harrison, and unanimously carried to enter into Executive Session at 10:15 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications, pursuant to § 3-305(b)(7) of the General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.    

Upon completion of the Executive Session, Motion was made by Mr. Borz, seconded by Mr. Harrison and unanimously carried to convene to the public meeting at 10:20 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members reviewed the findings of the Executive Session held on July 25, 2017.  Upon Mr. Borz’s Motion, and Mr. Woodall’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Mr. Borz, seconded by Mr. Woodall, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m.

___________________________________
 
____________________

Jack Wilson, Chairman
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