STATE BOARD OF MASTER ELECTRICIANS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE: 
January 24, 2017
TIME: 
10:03 a.m. 

PLACE: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

MEMBERS
PRESENT:
Jack Wilson, Chairman


Robert Welborne, Vice Chairman



Paul Donoghue, Industry Member


Francis Harrison, Consumer Member



Todd Borz, Board Secretary



John Woodall, Industry Member
Brett Warner, Industry Member

STAFF
PRESENT: 
Robin Bailey, Executive Director 
NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Specialist
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman, Jack Wilson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Master Electricians to Order at 10:03 a.m. at 500 N. Calvert Street, Room 302, Baltimore, MD 21202.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on November 22, 2016. Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Warner, and the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.
The members reviewed the minutes of the Executive Session held on November 22, 2016. Motion was made by Mr. Warner, seconded by Mr. Woodall, and the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written. 
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT 
None.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ms. Bailey informed the Board members that they should prepare to stay for a longer Executive Session in February, 2017 to conduct a webinar with PSI officials regarding exam questions.
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of November2016:

Electricians


     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Master Electricians
	28
	10
	18
	36%


PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of December 2016:

Electricians


     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Master Electricians
	32
	7
	25
	22%


It was reported that 28 candidates were tested in November, 10 passed, 18 failed with a 36% passing rate and 32 candidates were tested in December, 7 passed, 25 failed with a 22% passing rate. Since January 2016, the passing rate is 26%, and since the inception of the test in January 2006, the overall passing rate is 31%.  There are currently 5,316 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

Previously the Board discussed the sequential order of questions on the Master Electricians Examination. The Board requested that Director Robin Bailey draft a letter to PSI requesting that all corresponding calculation questions be grouped together exam candidates are permitted to use scratch paper for referencing. The Board then requested to have a webinar with PSI. 

Ms. Bailey reported that the webinar with PSI would be rescheduled for the February, 2017 meeting if it was still necessary. 
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Woodall presented a question to the Board, which had been presented to him in reference to continuing education (“CE”). If a continuing education course was given by a college does there have to be an approval? Mr. Wilson stated that the provider must be a Board-approved provider and the course must be pre-approved by the Board before instruction could be considered qualifying instruction for CE. Ms. Kinstler added that once approved, changes to course curriculum or the instructor would require Board approval. Mr. Wilson directed Mr. Woodall to the Master Electricians website to view a list of all approve course providers. 
National Electrical Code
Chairman Wilson asked if the Board intended to adopt the 2017 National Electrical Code (“NEC”) Code. Counsel Kinstler reminded the members that the Board has not adopted a code in the past, nor is there a statutory obligation or explicitly stated authority to do so set forth in Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., Title 6, as in comparison to other mechanical boards such as the State Board of Plumbing and State Board of HVACR Contractors, which have statutory mandates to adopt a State mechanical code and often extensive modifications. Counsel also reminded the Board that it had previously stated in its regulations that qualifying CE would be based on the NEC, pursuant to COMAR 09.09.02.02A. Mr. Wilson stated that he feels that state projects should have to work under a specified Code and workers should have to be licensed. Mr. Harrison stated that when bidding for state projects, generally the Code approved by the local jurisdiction must be used. Mr. Borz stated that each jurisdiction follows a different Code.  
Senate Bill 163 - St. Mary's County - Electricians and Board of Electrical Examiners – Repeal. Executive Director Bailey presented SB 163 to the Board members for review. This bill repeals the Board of Electrical Examiners and provisions related to the licensing and regulation of electricians in St. Mary’s County. The Board members were informed that this Bill would have no financial bearing on the State Board. 
CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Bailey presented a letter from Secretary Schultz informing the Board that testimony could only be offered by a Board member to the General Assembly in an official capacity as a representative of the Department only if specifically authorized to do so by the Governor’s Legislative Office, with the concurrence of the Secretary.
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None.
CHAIR’S REPORT
None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Donoghue and unanimously carried to enter into Executive Session at 10:41 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications, pursuant to § 3-305(b)(7) of the General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.    
Upon completion of the Executive Session, Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried to convene to the public meeting at 11:27 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members reviewed the findings of the Executive Session held on January 24, 2017.  Upon Mr. Harrison’s Motion, and Mr. Woodall’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Welborne, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:52 a.m.

___________________________________
 
____________________

Jack Wilson, Chairman
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