STATE BOARD OF MASTER ELECTRICIANS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE: 
February 28, 2017
TIME: 
10:05 a.m. 

PLACE: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

MEMBERS
PRESENT:
Jack Wilson, Chairman


Robert Welborne, Vice Chairman



Paul Donoghue, Industry Member


Francis Harrison, Consumer Member



Todd Borz, Board Secretary



John Woodall, Industry Member
Brett Warner, Industry Member

STAFF
PRESENT: 
Robin Bailey, Executive Director 
NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Specialist
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman, Jack Wilson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Master Electricians to Order at 10:05 a.m. at 500 N. Calvert Street, Room 302, Baltimore, MD 21202.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on January 17, 2017. Motion was made by Mr. Borz, seconded by Mr. Harrison, and the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.
The members reviewed the minutes of the Executive Session held on January 17, 2017. Motion was made by Mr. Warner, seconded by Mr. Woodall, and the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written. 
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT 
ELEC170010-CLOSED
ELEC170011-INVESTIGATION

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

None

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of January 2017:

Electricians


     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Master Electricians
	30
	8
	22
	27%


It was reported that 30 candidates were tested in January, 8 passed, 22 failed with a 27% passing rate. Since January 2016, the passing rate is 27%, and since the inception of the test in January 2006, the overall passing rate is 31%.  There are currently 5,323 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

Previously the Board discussed the sequential order of questions on the Master Electricians Examination. The Board requested that Director Robin Bailey draft a letter to PSI requesting that all corresponding calculation questions be grouped together unless the scratch paper can be kept for referencing. 

Ms. Bailey reported that PSI had agreed to group all corresponding calculation questions together on the Master Electricians Examination.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Eddie Harrison was appointed as the newest member of the Board of Master Electrician Complaint Committee. 
Ms. Bailey informed the Board that the effective date for Final Action on COMAR 09.15.01.01 is March 28.
Ms. Bailey informed the Board of various House Bills.

House Bill 208/SB163 - St. Mary's County - Electricians and Board of Electrical Examiners – Repealing specified provisions of law that relate to the Board of Electrical Examiners and the licensing and regulation of electricians in St. Mary's County.  
House Bill 248 - Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation - State Occupational Mechanical Licensing Boards - Fund and Fees – Establishing the State Occupational Mechanical Licensing Boards' Fund as a special, no lapsing fund in the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation; specifying the contents of the Fund; requiring that the Fund be used to cover the specified costs of fulfilling the statutory and regulatory duties each specified occupational licensing board; requiring the Secretary of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation, or a designee of the Secretary, to administer the Fund; etc. 

House Bill 1308 - Electricians - Local Licenses – Repeal, Requiring that an individual be licensed by the State Board of Master Electricians before the individual provides electrical services in the State; repealing the authority of a local board to issue a local license to provide specified electrical services; providing that local jurisdictions may locally regulate specified work by establishing a system of registrations designed to take action against specified registrants, and to report enforcement action to the State Board; etc. 
House Bill 1470 - Apprenticeship and Training Council - Apprentice Ratios - Electrical Craft or Trade, Requiring the Apprenticeship and Training Council, on or before October 1, 2018, to adopt regulations establishing a ratio of journey workers to apprentices employed in the electrical craft or trade; prohibiting the Council from establishing a ratio less than a specified amount; requiring an employer in the electrical craft or trade to comply with specified regulations; requiring the Commissioner of Labor and Industry to investigate a specified suspected violation under specified circumstances; etc. 
CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Welborne presented an email that he received regarding solar systems and locking mechanisms on electrical boxes. Unfortunately the Board could not render an opinion on this matter as the Board does not adopt a Code. Correspondence was sent informing the gentleman that he has the ability to apply for a change in the 2020 NEC code process thorough NFPA. Additionally, the homeowner has the ability to apply additional locking provision if desired.
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
CHAIR’S REPORT
None
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Donoghue and unanimously carried to enter into Executive Session at 10:30 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications, pursuant to § 3-305(b)(7) of the General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.    
The Board reviewed applications vetted by PSI for accuracy and found no discrepancies.

Upon completion of the Executive Session, Motion was made by Mr. Donaghue, seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried to convene to the public meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members reviewed the findings of the Executive Session held on February 28, 2017.  Upon Mr. Harrison’s Motion, and Mr. Woodall’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Mr. Woodall, seconded by Mr. Welborne, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m.

___________________________________
 
____________________

Jack Wilson, Chairman




Date

________
Without Corrections

________
With Corrections
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