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OTHERS PRESENT:
Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA


T S Bray, MSATP

Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP


Dan Dustin, NASBA


Stephanie Saunders, NASBA/ VA Board of Accountancy

The October 4, 2016, meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman of the Board, Arthur E. Flach.

Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the minutes of the September 13, 2016, meeting were approved with corrections.
Chairman’s Report
Chairman Flach acknowledged Ms. Gantnier on her award as MACPA’s “Woman to Watch” and asked the Board to commend her on her accomplishment. Mr. Flach also reminded the Board that he and Executive Director, Mr. Gring, would be attending the NASBA conference in Austin, TX.  from October 30, 2016 through November 2, 2016. 
Executive Director’s Report
Mr. Gring advised that the items that would constitute his report would be discussed during the allotted time for New Business.
Exam Appeals
The staff did not report any examination appeals for this meeting.

Education Report

Mr. Korb presented the Education Report. There were six (6) Transfer of Grades applications approved. There were zero (0) Transfer of Grades denials.
Upon a motion (II) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
Experience Report

Ms. Powell presented the Experience Report.  There were five (5) reciprocal applications approved, zero (0) reciprocal application denials; and thirty-three (33) Maryland candidate license application approvals and there was one (1) Maryland candidate application denial due to a shortage of ethics.  There were five (5) administrative closures due to applications being incomplete. 
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report. 
Firm Permit Report

Mr. Vicks presented the Firm Permit Report.  There were two (2) firm permit applications approved. There were two (2) firm applications closed due to being incomplete. 
Upon a motion (IV) by, Mr. Ehudin, and seconded by Mr. Clifton, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report.
Peer Review Oversight Committee Report
Mr. Flach presented information discussing Peer Review. He stated that he was a part of a regional call with Stephanie Saunders (NASBA representative). During the regional call the letter regarding the AICPA’s proposed changes for peer review was discussed. It appears that the other state boards of accountancy have similar concerns as the Maryland Board.

Mr. Flach also advised that he will attend the PROC meeting in mid-October he stated that he will give report to the Board at the November meeting.
 Upon a motion (V) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Korb, the Board unanimously approved the Peer Review Report.  

New Business
John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing, prefaced the Board’s consideration of regulations concerning examination fees. The Governor’s Office has recommended that boards and commissions that give qualifying competency examinations establish regulations that do not specify a specific fee amount for testing but, instead, state that the cost of the examination is the fee charged by an examination vendor.
Mr. Gring reviewed the fee increase for the Regulation (REG) and Business Environment and Concepts (BEC) sections on the Uniform CPA Examination. This change is necessary due to the re-engineering of the examination and the increase in the time for the REG and BEC section from three to four hours.  The increase will become effective in mid-January.  The fees for each of the four sections will be in the same amount. 

Upon a motion (VI) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the proposal to amend the exam fees under COMAR 09.24.01.09.
Old Business

Mr. Korb presented information discussing the pass/fail rate of the Maryland CPA exam.  He brought to the Boards attention that states that require more education in a specific course will do better on that part of the exam.   The overall goal is to increase Maryland’s pass rate on exam, MD is currently at 42%.
Correspondence 
The staff did not have any correspondence for this meeting.
Executive Session
Upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Ehudin, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 at 10:23 AM. The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to Section 3-305(b)(7) of the General Provisions Article, Maryland Annotated Code. It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:43 AM upon a motion (VIII) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Ehudin.

Complaint Committee Report

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  Mr. Jeter reported that the Board received eleven (11) new complaints. There were two (2) complaints closed.
Upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier the Board approved the Complaint Committee Report.
Upon a motion (X) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Korb, the Board adjourned at 10:56 AM.
NEXT MEETING 

November 18, 2016, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM
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