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The September 1, 2015, meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:02 AM by Elizabeth Gantnier, Chair.
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the minutes of the September 1, 2015, meeting were approved, with corrections. 

Chairman’s Report

None
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring introduced Ms. Tiffany Black as the new Office Secretary for the Board.  The Board is now back to full staff.  Mr. Gring also recognized Ms. Shontae Moore for her efforts in assuming additional duties during the past four months.
Exam Appeals
The staff did not report any examination appeals for this meeting.
Education Report

Mr. Korb presented the Education Report. There were two (2) Transfer of Grades applications approved. There were no exam application denials.
Upon a motion (II) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
Experience Report

Ms. Powell presented the Experience Report.  There were seventeen (17) reciprocal applications approved, zero (0) reciprocal application denials; and forty (40) Maryland candidate license application approvals and zero (0) Maryland candidate application denials
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Jeter and seconded by Mr. Ehudin, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.
Firm Permit Report

Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Permit Report.  There were five (5) firm permit applications approved. There were zero (0) firm application denials.
Upon a motion (IV) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report.
Peer Review Oversight Committee Report
The PROC was asked to provide information to the Board in connection with various matters pertaining to the formation and administration of the PROC.  The following information was requested:

· Is there a mission statement and or by laws for the PROC?  If so please provide.

· Is there a confidentiality agreement that members of the PROC must agree to? If so, please provide

· Focus of the PROC

· What kind of oversight is done by the PROC over the Administering Entity? Does the PROC review the following: 

· How does the AE administer the program?

· How are peer review participants trained?

· How are the peer review participants judged?

· Are there problem peer reviewers?

· Monitoring Procedures of the PROC

· Are PROC members given access to the Facilitated State Board Access (FSBA)?

· Is the following information   given to PROC by AE:

· Copy of AICPA oversight visit report

· Copy of AICPA oversight visit letter of procedures and observations

· Copy of AE’s acknowledgment and response to AICPA Peer Review Board oversight visit

· Copy of letter notifying the AE that the oversight  visit documents and letter of responses were accepted by the Oversight Task Forces

· Copy of checklist for working papers for ACIPA oversight system review and engagement reviews

· Copy of AICPA Peer Review Program staff system review oversight checklist and engagement review oversight checklist.

· Does the PROC do the following:

· Review a sample of AE’s oversight report of a peer review

· Review of list of firms scheduled for peer reviews during the past period and comparison with reports received

· Give notification to State Board of firms receiving a fail or consecutive pass with deficiencies grades

· Interview of selected AE peer reviewers to determine competency and capability

· Participation in AE peer review committee meetings

· Participation in AE RAB meeting

· Does the PROC utilize the following:

· Narrative summaries? If yes, please provide a copy

· Checklists? If yes, please provide a copy

The PROC provided responses to these questions as well as various documents which will be used to formulate recommendations on changes to the PROC administrative processes. 

Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Ehudin, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board approved the Peer Review Committee Report.
New Business 

Mr. Gring provided a recommendation that the Board accept electronically transmitted transcripts for CPA Examination and Transfer of Grades applicants provided that the delivery method is secure. Colleges and universities are moving to this technology and more than half of the other boards of accountancy accept transcripts by electronic delivery.
Mary Beth Halpren of MACPA introduced Suzanne Joliquer who discussed a list of concerns that were compiled by Board staff and counsel regarding possible legislation that would permit firm mobility in Maryland.   The concept of firm mobility pertains to the ability of a CPA firm with offices outside of a state to provide services in the state without having to obtain a firm permit, pay a fee or notify the state board of accountancy of its intent to provide CPA services.  Mr. Gring was requested to investigate how the North Carolina Board of CPA Examiners has dealt with firm mobility and report back to the Board on November 3, 2015.  
Ms. Gantnier advised the Board that she was relinquishing the office of Chair of the Board and recommended that the Board elect a new chairman.  Upon a motion by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously elect Mr. Flach as Chairman of the Board.  Ms. Gantnier advised the Board that she will continue to serve as a member until the Governor appoints her successor.      
Old Business
There was no old business.

Correspondence 
There was no correspondence.
Executive Session
Upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 at 11:13 AM.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508 (a), (7). It returned to the regular business meeting at 12:50 PM upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Mr. Claxton

Complaint Committee Report

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  Mr. Jeter reported that the Board received two (2) consumer complaints and received one (1) continuing education audit failure referral.  The Committee closed one (1) consumer complaint, CPAS 16-0010 and six (6) continuing education audit referral complaints: CPAS 14-0037, CPAS 14-0038, CPAS 15-0002, CPAS 15-0022, CPAS 15-0048,  and CPAS 15-0055.
Upon a motion (VIII) by Mr. Flach, and seconded by Mr. Korb, the Board approved the Complaint Committee Report.
In EX-A1015, upon a motion (IX) by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved an extension of the conditional credit for the Regulation section of the Uniform CPA Examination until November 30, 2015 due to military relocation.
In EX –C1015, upon a motion (X) by Mr. Ehudin, and seconded by Mr. Korb, the Board unanimously approved the license application of an applicant who and answered yes to a conduct question on the application.
Upon a motion (XI), by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board adjourned at 12:53 PM.
NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__X___ With corrections
____ Without corrections 

_______________________________________      ____________________                     
                       Chairman                                                         
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