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The June 4, 2013 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the minutes of the May 7, 2013 minutes were approved with corrections, unanimously.  
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy did not have an official board report.
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring did not have an official  report
Exam Appeals  
There were no examination appeals scheduled for the meeting.
Education Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Education Report.  Mr. Speciale reported that during the period May 7, 2013 through June 4, 2013, the Board approved one (1) regular reciprocal application. In addition, Mr. Speciale reported there was one transfer of grades application denial and one (1) regular reciprocal application denial as follows:
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In TOG-0613-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant had not completed one hour of the 150 semester hours required for license by §2-305 (a) (2) Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.

In RD-0613-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant had not completed twenty-one hours of the 150 semester hours required for license by §2-305 (a) (2) Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland including three (3) semester hours in ethics as is required under COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. (2).

Upon a motion (II), by Ms. Powell, and second by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.

Experience Report

Ms. Pierce presented the Experience Report.  There were three (3) 4/10 application approvals and twenty-six (26) Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period May 7, 2013 through June 4, 2013.

Upon a motion (III) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.

Firm Permit Report

Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Report.  There was one (1) firm application approval during the period May 7, 2013 through June 4, 2013.
Upon a motion (IV) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Report.

Peer Review Oversight Committee Report
Ms. Gantnier presented the Peer Review Oversight Committee Report.  Ms. Gantnier reported that she and two members of the PROC will be attending the NASBA PROC Summit in Nashville, TN on July 10, 2013.
Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Report.

New Business 
Mr. Gring discussed the Veteran’s Full Employment Act of 2013, passed by the Maryland General Assembly this year and will go into effect on July 1, 2013. This legislation permits a member of the U.S. Armed Forces or their spouse to receive expedited processing of an application for licensure for occupations and professions, including the health professions. An armed forces member must apply for licensure within one year after being discharged from active duty or assigned to a duty station in Maryland. Similarly, spouses of armed services members must apply within the same year.  An important requirement is that the applicant has an active license is that has been issued in another state. The law will have 
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minimal effect on the Board’s application review processes..  An application identified as a “Veteran” application will be processed immediately. 
Mr. Gring recommended to the Board that it introduce a new service that would permit name change requests to be processed online which would eliminate several manual processes.  Upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board approved Mr. Gring’s recommendation.  Upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Claxton and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board voted unanimously not to charge for this service.
Upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Claxton and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board tabled consideration of the request of Recknor, Schaeffer & Berg, P.A. to be waived from the peer review requirement for firm renewal.

Upon a motion (VIII) by Mr. Speciale and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously denied the request of Donya S. Oneto, CPA for a waiver of the peer review requirement.  Mr. Oneto must obtain a peer review.  The type of peer review is to be determined by the peer reviewer.

The Board considered the request of Mr. Bart Krupnick for permission to use the name Becker and Company.  Mr. Krupnick is the responsible licensee for MargolisBecker, LLC.  Becker & Company consolidated into MargolisBecker in 2007.  MargolisBecker is dissolving, However, Christine Becker, is remaining as an employee with no financial or controlling interest in the firm.  Mr. Krupnick submitted a letter from Ms. Becker and Joseph A. Becker authorizing Mr. Krupnick to use the name “Becker & Company” pursuant to COMAR 09.24.06.01 I. (4).  Legal counsel advised that this is permissible without Board action.
Upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board denied the request of Mr. Michael Richter for a refund of CPA exam fees ($400.00).

The Board discussed potential regulations governing penalties for CPA Exam candidates who default on payments for the CPA Exam.  Mr. Gring and Mr. Lawrence will present options for the Board to consider at the August 6, 2013 meeting.

The Board discussed four issues involving education credits submitted to support an applicant’s qualification for the CPA Examination or for licensure.  Upon a motion (XI) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board amended its policy regarding credits awarded by the American Council on Education (ACE). The Board will not accept ACE credits or any credits if the examination is administered by a third party.

The Board discussed transcripts received from applicants for education obtained at the University of Maryland University College. Specifically the Board discussed “life experience” credits that are based upon “portfolio” assessments in lieu of traditional course work.  The Board does not have enough information to make a determination as to the appropriateness of these courses in meeting the Board’s course and credit requirements. Upon a motion (XII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board will not accept life experience credits based upon portfolio assessments.       
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The Board discussed and reaffirmed its policy to accept DANTES/DSST credit for CPA Examination and license applicants.

Correspondence
Ms. Gantnier advised the Board of a letter received by a CPA, who respectfully disagreed with tone of the Board notification to the CPA that the CPA failed a peer review.  In April the Board  sent similar letters to individuals and firm that failed MACPA peer reviews.  The letter advised that Board takes notice of the rating of fail and communicated its concern.  It also advised that the individual or firm work with the peer review program to ensure that professional standards are maintained.
Mr. Murphy advised that since no members of the Board could attend the NASBA Eastern Regional Meeting in Chicago June 26-28, 2013,that he will attend..
Executive Session

At 10:13 AM, upon a motion (X) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier. the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This 
session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:25 AM upon a motion (XIV) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale.
Complaint Committee Report

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board received two (2) consumer complaints for the period April 2, 2013 through May 6, 2013. The following four (4) complaints were closed: CPAS 12-0038, CPAS13-0027, CPAS 13-0030, and CPAS 13-0034.
Upon a motion (XI) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. .Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Complaint Committee Report.

In EX-A0613, upon a motion (XII) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board approved the accommodations under the American With Disabilities Act for a CPA Examination candidate. 
In EX-B0613, upon a motion (XIII) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board approved the accommodations under the American With Disabilities Act for a CPA Examination candidate. 
In EX-C0613, upon a motion (XIV) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board extend the conditional credit on previous passed examination parts of a candidate. 

Upon a motion (XV) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the meeting adjourned at 10:28 AM.
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NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, August 6, 2013, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ ___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date 
