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The February 5, 2013 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the minutes of the January 8, 2013 meeting were approved, without corrections, unanimously.  

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy reported that as a member of the NASBA Enforcement Committee he participated in a conference call meeting.  The participants in the meeting discussed ways that NASBA can assist State Boards in fulfilling their complaint process with seasoned investigators and expert witnesses.
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring announced that Barbara Hardy, the Board’s office clerk is leaving the Board today to assume a position with the Maryland Home Improvement Commission. The Board expressed its thanks to Ms. Hardy for her work for the Board and wished her good luck with the Home Improvement Commission.
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Mr. Gring reported that the Senate Health Education and Welfare Committee will hold a hearing on the Sunset Evaluation of the Board of Public Accountancy. The hearing considered legislation that extends the authority of the Board to July 1, 2025.  Ms. Gantnier will be in attendance to answers any questions that the Committee had.
Education Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Education Report.  Mr. Speciale reported that during the period January 8, 2013 through February 5, 2013, the Board approved three (3) transfer of grades applications and one (1) regular reciprocal applications. In addition Mr. Speciale reported the denial of two (2) regular reciprocal applicants. There was no transfer of grades denials reported.
In RD 0213-01 the applicant was denied because the applicant was found to be lacking three (3) semester credit hours in ethics, as well as in US federal income tax. In addition he was found to be lacking one (1) of the required five courses in group two as is required under COMAR 09.24.05.03 (B). According to the documents received the applicant had only 136 of the required 150 semester hours of education required by §2-303 (a) (2), Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

In RD 0213-02 the applicant was denied because the applicant had not completed a three semester hour course in ethics as is required under COMAR 09.24.05.03 (A) (1)(d).  

Upon a motion (II) by, Mr. Jeter and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.

Experience Report

Ms. Gantnier presented the Experience Report.  There were eleven (11) 4/10 application approvals and thirty-eight (38) Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period January 8, 2013 and February 5, 2013.  
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Mr. Claxton, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.

License Renewal Report
None
Firm Report

Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Report.  There were six (6) firm application approvals during the period January 8, 2013 and February 5, 2013.  

Upon a motion (IV) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Report.
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Peer Review Report

Ms. Gantnier announced that Tom Hood, the Chief Executive Officer of the Maryland Association of Certified Public Accountants, and Mary Beth Halpern, Peer Review Coordinator, are here today to present the annual report on peer review administration.  The presentation will be made under new business on the agenda. 
Old Business
The Board reviewed the proposal submitted by the NASBA International Evaluation Services (“NIES”) to provide evaluation services of foreign education credentials of applicants for the Uniform CPA Examination, and reciprocal and transfer of grades applicants. Following discussion of the proposal, the Board designated NIES as the sole provider for transcript review of foreign education. The Board has determined that evaluations completed by a current NACES member will be acceptable by the Board if the evaluation was complete by March 14, 2013 or earlier. 
Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Speciale and seconded by, Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved NIES as sole provider for transcript review of foreign education and to grandfather NACES evaluations that are completed by March 14, 2013 or earlier to be accepted.

New Business 
Mr. Hood and Ms. Halpern presented the annual report on the Administration of the peer review program for Maryland licensed CPAs and CPA firms. The report reviewed the history of the MACPA peer review process; oversight of peer reviews and reviewers, the selection process for firms and individuals to be reviewed, the methodology for the selection of firm/individual records subject to a peer review. The report also reviewed the quality control process for the annual verification of peer reviewer’s credentials and experience.  
The report also provided statistics of the number of firms/professionals enrolled in the peer review program, the results of the peer reviews by type and review issued, reasons for pass with deficiencies and failures, and a summary of follow-up actions.   
Executive Session
At 10:08 AM, upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:25 AM upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier.
Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board opened two (2) new complaints during the period January 8, 2013 through February 5, 2013.   

Upon a motion (VIII) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Powell, the Board unanimously accepted the Complaint Committee report.
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In EX-A0213, upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved the license renewal of a licensee that answered yes to a conduct question. Mr. Speciale recused himself from this issue.

In EX-B0213, upon a motion (X) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously denied the request for refund of exam fees. 
In EX-C0213, upon a motion (XI) by, Mr. Claxton, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved accommodations for a CPA Examination candidate under the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

In EX-D0213, upon a motion (XII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board approved the license application of an applicant that answered yes to a conduct question. Ms. Gantnier had to recuse herself from this matter. 

In EX-E0213, upon a motion (XIII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously denied the request for special accommodations for a CPA Examination candidate under the Americans With Disabilities Act due to improper and incomplete documents being submitted.

In EX-F0213, upon a motion (XIV) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved accommodations for a CPA Examination candidate under the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

Upon a motion (XV) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 AM.
NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, March 5, 2013, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ ___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date 
