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The August 6, 2013 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the minutes of the June 4, 2013 minutes were approved with corrections, unanimously.  
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy  reported on his attendance at the NASBA Regional Meeting, which was held in Chicago, IL on June 26-28 2013.  The highlights of the meeting included an update on changes in private company standards, and modifications to the definition of “attest” under the Uniform Accountancy Act. Modification of attest would add examinations, reviews and agreed upon procedures under SSAE
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring noted that the first wave of examination scores have been received for the July-August Examination period.  Thirty-six candidates have passed the CPA Examination so far in this examination window. 
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Exam Appeals  

There were no examination appeals scheduled for the meeting.
Education Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Education Report.  Mr. Speciale reported that during the period June 4, 2013 through August 6, 2013, the Board approved four (4) regular reciprocal applications. In addition, Mr. Speciale reported there were three (3)  transfer of grades application approvals; and  one (1) transfer of grades denial.  The denial was as follows:
In TOG-0813-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant had not completed a three semester hour course in ethics as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. (2).
Upon a motion (II), by Ms. Gantnier, and second by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.

Experience Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Experience Report for Ms. Pierce.  There were 16 (4 /10) application approvals and 73 Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period June 4, 2013 through August 6, 2013.

Upon a motion (III) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.

Firm Permit Report

Ms. Gantnier presented the Firm Report on behalf of Mr. Claxton.  There were 10 firm application approvals during the period June 4, 2013 through August 6, 2013.  There were four (4) firm application denials as follows:
In FPA-0813-01, the firm applicant was denied because the application was incomplete. 

In FPA-0813-02, the firm applicant was denied because the application was incomplete. 
In FPA-0813-03, the firm applicant was denied because the application was incomplete. 

In FPA-0813-04, the firm applicant was denied because the name of the firm appeared to be misleading because the name of the firm included the word “group,” which is not in compliance with Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.01.06 I. (4).  There was only one CPA affiliated with the firm.  Using the word “group:” in the name inferred that there was more than one CPA in the firm.
Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Speciale and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Report.

Peer Review Oversight Committee Report
Ms. Gantnier presented the Peer Review Oversight Committee Report.  Ms. Gantnier and Clem Mueller attended the PROC  NASBA PROC Summit in Nashville, TN on July 10, 2013.  
CPA Board Minutes

August 6, 2013
Page 3

Many of the peer review oversight committees from the state boards, nationwide, were in attendance.  Clem Mueller, Mark Dickler and Ms. Gantnier met last week with MACPA, the peer review administrative entity for Maryland.  The meeting discussed the issues addressed at the NASBA PROC summit and peer review activities to date.  There is nothing unusual or adverse to be discussed.  The AICPA will be performing its biennial review of MACPA’s peer review program in September.  The PROC will be monitoring the AICPA’s evaluation and final report.
The PROC requests the Board fund at least one person to attend the PROC Summit once every two years. The current estimated cost for attendance is $750.  The PROC also requests that the Board fund one member’s attendance at the Annual National AICPA Conference that is held each year.  The current estimated cost for attendance is $1,500.

Ms. Gantnier advised the Board to determine the most appropriate action to take with an individual who, or a firm that, receives two consecutive peer review failures.   Ms. Gantnier recommended that each report of two consecutive peer review failures be evaluated on its merits on a case by case basis.
Upon a motion (V) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the Peer Review Oversight Committee Report.

New Business 
Upon a motion (VI) by Ms. Gantnier and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board approved the request of Arthur W. Putzel, CPA for a ninety day extension to complete the continuing professional education required to renew due to personal reasons.  The Board granted this request pursuant to its authority under Code of Maryland Regulations COAMR 09.24.02.05 (C).    
New Business 
Professor Joseph M Whelan, CPA, DM, Academic Director of Accounting for the University of Maryland University College (UMUC) reviewed UMUC’s alternative education program where college credit is awarded for life experience.  The Board will revisit this matter upon receipt of additional information from Professor Whelan at the September 10, 2013 meeting. 
Executive Session

At 9:57 AM, upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier. the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This 
session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:55 AM upon a motion (VIII) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale.
Complaint Committee Report

Ms. Powell presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board received 12 consumer complaints for the period June 4, 2013 through August 6, 2013. The following 12 complaints 
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were closed: CPAS 10-0073, CPAS 13-0007, CPAS 13-0035, CPAS 13-0036, CPAS 13-0037, CPAS 13-0038, CPAS 13-0039, CPAS 13-0041, CPAS 14-0001, CPAS 14-0002, CPAS 14-0003, and CPAS 14-0004. 
Upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the Complaint Committee Report.

In EX-A0813, upon a motion (X) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved the accommodations under the American With Disabilities Act for a CPA Examination candidate. 
In EX-B0813, upon a motion (XI) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board approved the accommodations under the American With Disabilities Act for a CPA Examination candidate. 
In EX-C0813, upon a motion (XII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board extended the conditional credit on previous passed examination parts of a candidate. 

In EX-E0813, upon a motion (XIII) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board approved a license renewal application for an individual who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application. 

In EX-F0813, upon a motion (XIV) Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board denied an original license application for an individual who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application. 

In EX-G0813, upon a motion (XV) Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved an original license application for an individual who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-G0813, upon a motion (XVI) Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved an original license application for an individual who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-I0813, upon a motion (XVII) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board approved a reinstatement of the license of an applicant who had been sanctioned by another state board of accountancy.  

Upon a motion (XVIII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the meeting adjourned at 11:33 AM.
NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ X___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date 
