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Cosmetologists’ Board Meeting
Monday, February 4, 2019
─
A meeting of the State Board of Cosmetologists was held on Monday, February 4, 2019 on the 3rd floor conference room at the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation building located at 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.
Board Member Attendees
Mr. Charles Riser, Chairperson
Ms. Rachel Allen, Industry Member
Ms. Valerie Mascaro, Industry Member
Other Attendees
Mr. Eric London, Assistant Attorney General
Ms. Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner
Mr. John Papavasiliou, Assistant Executive Commissioner

Not Present 
Mr. Robert Zupko, Industry Member
Erica Lewis, Executive Director
Agenda
Quorum Announced and Meeting Called to Order—Chairperson
A quorum was announced and the meeting was called to order at 10:08 AM by Charles Riser, Chair.
Approval of Agenda
Mr. Riser asked for a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Ms. Valerie Mascaro made this motion, and the motion was seconded by Ms. Allen. The amended agenda was approved.
Approval of January 7, 2019 Minutes
The minutes for the January 7, 2019 meeting were tabled as Executive Director Erica Lewis was on maternity leave and the minutes had not been finalized. 
New Business
Announcement of New Staff

Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner, Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing, spoke with the Board regarding the hiring of new staff. The Board hired two new investigators and a new Assistant Executive Director.  Further, Ms. Wilkins advised that one new board member had been appointed by the Governor. Ms. Wilkins also advised the Board that staff is currently interviewing for the Board Specialist position.
Informal Conference
An informal conference was held for Ms. Rosa Brandon, who requested that she be allowed to restart her apprenticeship.  After hearing from Ms. Brandon regarding the circumstances regarding her failure to complete her apprenticeship, Mr. Riser, asked for a motion to allow an apprenticeship restart contingent on the both apprentice and her sponsor attending the apprenticeship orientation.  The Board unanimously approved the restart.  . 

Attendance Policy

Assistant Attorney General Eric London reminded the Board that they must attend 2/3 of all meetings to comply with Section 5-2002 (g)(2) of the Business Occupations and Professions Article. 
Potential Hour Reduction

Chair Charles Riser informed the Board that some States were moving forward with reducing the number of hours necessary before someone could take the examination to be licensed.  Maryland hours remain the same, but Mr. Riser indicated that he would keep the Board informed of any national changes.  
Old Business
Bridge Program

Rachel Allen updated the Board on the bridge program that is being developed by the Board and PSI. Ms. Allen advised that the bridge exam will be based on the 25 question and noted the next step is for the Board to review the questions.
Inspection Report

 Ms. Michelle Macer, Licensing Supervisor, said that she was pleased to announce that two additional per diem inspectors are working out well and performing inspections. She has also informed the Board that due to her communication with the New York Cosmetology and Barber Board, the Board now has a 72-hour turnaround time for reciprocity between the two states.
Proposed Regulation to allow for Interpreters for Theory Portion of the Examination-COMAR 09.22.01.11
Assistant Attorney General Eric London advised the Board that at their request, he had drafted amended language to COMAR 09.22.01.11, which would allow for applicants to use interpreters for the theory portion of the examination.  The Board unanimously passed the proposed amended regulation.   
Budget Explanation 
At their previous meeting in January, the Board had requested a presentation to understand their changed status from General to Special Funding.  John Papavasiliou. Assistant Executive Commissioner, explained the budgeting process to the Board. Mr. Riser, speaking for the entire Board, thanked Mr. Papavasiliou for his presentation.  
Public Comment
Nakia Dedmon
Ms. Dedmon, a licensed esthetician and nail technician, introduced herself as the recently appointed new Board member. 
Kelly Conner
Ms. Conner inquired if the Board would consider changing the bridge program for nail and skin care from 1500 to 1000 hours. The Board advised that at this time they would be following the Maryland requirements of 1500 hours.  
Joy Johnson
Ms. Johnson, a licensed esthetician, came before the board suggesting the board allow licensees the option to become a Master Esthetician. Chair Charles Riser explained to Ms. Johnson that the Board does create the statutes, however, if she contacted her local representative she could receive assistance with exploring her idea.
Adjournment
There being no further business to discuss or to present before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM.
APPROVED ​BY: ​_________________________________________ ​ON April 1, 2019.
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