 OFFICE OF CEMETERY OVERSIGHT 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CEMETERY OPERATIONS

MINUTES
DATE:

October 24, 2019
TIME:

10:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Mount Olivet Cemetery 515 S Market St, Frederick, MD 21701
CALL TO ORDER:
Acting Chair Porter called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Frank Porter, Chair
J. Michael Bennett
Craig Huff

Yvonne Fisher

Ronald Pearcey
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Erich March
Colleen Perret

Walter Tegeler
David Zinner
Bruce Hultquist

Erin Brooks

Rebecca Edmiston

STAFF PRESENT:
Deborah Rappazzo- Director, Office of Cemetery Oversight 

John Hart- Assistant Attorney General, Office of Cemetery Oversight
Jay Wilson- Financial compliance Administrator, Office of Cemetery Oversight
Dreama Anderson- Investigator, Office of Cemetery Oversight
STAFF ABSENT:
Leila Whitley-Administrative Aide, Office of Cemetery Oversight

GUEST SPEAKERS:
None
VISITORS:
Amanda Burson-Montgomery County Cemeteries
CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Porter called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m.  

MINUTES
The minutes from September 26, 2019 were reviewed, but not approved. Minutes will be revisited for approval at our December 5, 2019 meeting.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Introduction of John Hart as the newly assigned Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Cemetery Oversight (OCO).
Annual Cemetery Association Holiday Party will be held on December 5, 2019 at the Capital Grille in Baltimore, Maryland. Flyers and tickets are still available. 
New Cemeteries 
The OCO utilizes attorneys, Planning and Zoning, SDAT, and Land Records to determine possible licensing. Once determined, six sample documents are provided to assist entities with becoming compliant.
Religious Cemeteries Compliance

Every year bona fide religious cemeteries are required to send notification to the OCO. In this notification, the following information must be addressed: 
· Name and address of the cemetery

· Name and address of the owner(s) of the cemetery

· Name and address of the responsible party

· Selling status of pre-need goods and services

Youth Works (summer students) have been instrumental in locating religious cemeteries by county and entering the information on the inventory listing.

Religious cemetery complaints submitted to our Office can usually be resolved with the assistance of the religious entity.
Consideration is being entertained across the country to change boards and commissions to advisory councils, since advisory councils only provide advice in lieu of decisions, thus protecting commission members. These actions are being considered, because of the legal liability of board members.
Licensing 
The Office is being more proactive in providing electronic notification, in lieu of mailing renewal notices and applications. 
The new computer system has been approved for implementation. Real Estate is the first unit for digital processing for licensing. Flow chart has been completed to review OCO digital processing.

In the December 5, 2019, meeting we will be doing a year in review.

PRINCE Project- Coalition to Protect Maryland Burials will be collaborating with the Division of Corrections to address neglected non-profit cemeteries. 
OCO, along with all of Dept. of Labor located at 500 N. Calvert, will be moving by

June 2020. Maybe the moving destination will be announced by November 2019.

INVESTIGATOR’S, REPORT

None
FINANCIAL COMPLIANCE
Only two cemeteries remain non-compliant. Remediation for non-compliance is requested within 90 days. If the entity is non-responsive, it will then go to the Director and counsel for fine assessment.

ADMINISTRATOR’S, AND LICENSING SPECIALIST’S REPORTS:
None
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
Nothing proposed. Usually new ideas are presented in June/July. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

None
NEW BUSINESS:
None
COUNCIL CONCERNS:

Deeds pertaining to gifted lots without a quitclaim deed. 
Companies revisiting quitclaim deeds of occupied graves to place cremains and memorials. 
Once the last survivor dies, lots do not revert to the cemetery. OCO sends consumers to Orphans’ Court to render a decision. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None
FINAL COMMENTS:

None
ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion- Yvonne Fisher, 2nd –Craig Huff
Meeting adjourned 12:25 pm.
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