MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2015
On Thursday, September 24, 2015, the Maryland State Athletic Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker at 3:30 p.m..  Present were the following:  Chairman Dansicker; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Malik Rahman; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Eric London, Counsel.  Absent:  Commissioner Sean Malone and Commissioner Lenny Moore.

APPROVAL OF MAY 27, 2015 COMMISSION MINUTES
The May 27, 2015 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the May 27, 2015 Minutes of the Commission.

APPROVAL OF JUNE 24, 2015 COMMISSION MINUTES
The May 27, 2015 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Rahman, seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the June 24, 2015 Minutes of the Commission.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional boxing events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional boxing event being promoted by Ponytail Promotions, Inc.:
Professional Boxing Event 

“An Evening Ringside to Benefit The Jonathan Ogden Foundation” 

Thursday, November 12, 2015 - 8:30 p.m. Starting Time

Martin’s Valley Mansion
594 Cranbrook Road - Hunt Valley, Maryland

Promoter:  Ponytail Promotions, Inc.,

advertising as Ponytail Promotions.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional boxing event being promoted by Shawstyle Productions, LLC:
Professional Boxing Event 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

The Clarence “Du” Burns Arena
3100 Boston Street (Canton) - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Shawstyle Productions, LLC,

advertising as Shawstyle Productions.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional MMA event currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Rahman, seconded by Chairman Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional MMA event being promoted by John J. Rallo, III:
Professional MMA Event 

“Shogun Fights 14” 

Saturday, April 16, 2016 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

The Royal Farms Arena (The Baltimore Arena)
201 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, 

advertising as “Shogun Fights 14”.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events being promoted by James E. Morris, III:
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, November 7, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

Gold’s Gym
5245 Westview Drive - Frederick, Maryland

Promoter:  James E. Morris, III,

advertising as Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW); and

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

OBI Building
8555 Veterans Highway - Millersville, Maryland

Promoter:  James E. Morris, III,

advertising as Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW).
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events being promoted by Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr.:
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, February 27, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department
24801 Three Notch Road - Hollywood, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, March 5, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Frederick Indoor Sports Center
1845 Brookfield Court - Frederick, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Galena Volunteer Fire Hall
90 East Cross Street - Galena, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, April 23, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, July 16, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

“Rally In The Alley”

Friday, September 9, 2016 - 8:00 p.m. Starting Time

Della Rose’s Restaurant
8153 Honeygo Boulevard - White Marsh, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, September 24, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department
24801 Three Notch Road - Hollywood, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, October 15, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); and

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, November 7, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Unique Sports Academy
109 Post Office Road - Waldorf, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis W. Wipprecht, Jr,, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW).
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events being promoted by James “Jim” Hardwick:
Professional Wrestling Event 

Friday, January 15, 2016 - 8:00 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

Eastern Wrestling Allaince (EWA);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

Eastern Wrestling Allaince (EWA);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, May 14, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

Eastern Wrestling Allaince (EWA);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, September 24, 2016 - 8:00 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

Eastern Wrestling Allaince (EWA); and

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, December 10, 2016 - 8:00 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Market Place
2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

Eastern Wrestling Allaince (EWA).

Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, seconded by Commissioner Rahman, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event being promoted by Event Services, Inc., A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.:

Professional Wrestling Event 

Wednesday, December 30, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

The Royal Farms Arena (The Baltimore Arena)
201 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Event Services, Inc., A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 

World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.,

advertising as WWE.

MARYLAND GOVERNOR LARRY HOGAN
The Commission expressed its continued support for Maryland Governor Larry Hogan as he is being treated for non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  The Commission wished Governor Hogan a speedy recovery.

COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE LEIGH HOYT

Executive Director Pannella reported that Leigh Hoyt, who has worked for the Commission as an Administrative Aide, accepted a new position with the Licensing Boards in the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation’s Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.  Mr. Pannella noted that Ms. Hoyt has been given permanent status as a Maryland State employee in her new position.  The Commission thanked Ms. Hoyt for her many valuable contributions in working behind-the-scenes to assist Mr. Pannella in preparing, and later filing, the various Commission documents pertaining to the regulation of a Commission-sanctioned event.  The Commission wished Ms. Hoyt the best of success in her new job.
PASSING OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING JUDGE DAVID E. GREER
Executive Director Pannella announced the recent passing of David E. Greer of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who worked for the Commission for many years as a boxing judge.  Mr. Pannella described Mr. Greer as a “true gentlemen” who had a passion for boxing, judging professional boxing bouts for well over two decades in states including Delaware, Maryland and Pennsylvania.  Mr. Pannella stated that Mr. Greer was highly-respected within the Mid-Atlantic boxing community for his fairness and consistency as a boxing judge.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Greer’s last boxing assignment took place in the State of Maryland when he judged bouts at a Commission-sanctioned professional boxing event held on June 20, 2015 at Martin’s West in Woodlawn, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that both he and Commission Judge John Gradowski represented the Commission at a church service held in Mr. Greer’s memory in Pennsylvania.  The Commission observed a moment of silence in honor of Mr. Greer.

INQUIRY REGARDING THE USE OF CERTAIN SUBSTANCES 

USED BY SECONDS (CORNERMEN) FOR CUTS DURING BOUTS

Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with the following report.  The Commission received an inquiry via e-mail on June 27, 2015 from Hal Chernoff, a licensed manager, to request that the Commission consider adding certain substances for use by a second serving as a cut man during a Commission-sanctioned boxing contest.  Currently, the Commission only permits the use of Adrenaline at a solution rate of one part per thousand and Aventine.  Mr. Chernoff opined that, when a contestant is cut while competing, there are “newer and safe products… available that can do a better job of stopping bleeding.”
Commission Chief Physician Dr. John W. Stiller, M.D. asked Commission Ringside Physician Dr. A. Craig Fisher, D.O. to provide a medical opinion regarding Mr. Chernoff’s inquiry.  Dr. Fisher researched the matter and pointed that, as only “limited scientific literature exists for review”, he could not see that an injured contestant would be gaining “any advantages” over using substances other than the substances currently approved by the Commission.  Dr. Fisher added that he had medical concerns “regarding the short and long term safety” of certain agents contained in the some substances being proposed for use.

Dr. Fisher further opined that:  “There are at least some concerns of [certain substances’] potential localized neurotoxicity (nerve damage) and possible future hypercoagulopathies in the long term.   Considering the paucity of definitive studies of these agents, it is my opinion not to approve these substances at this time.”
Mr. Pannella reported that Dr. Stiller agrees with, and supports, Dr. Fisher’s findings.

The Commission determined that it would not make any regulatory changes at this time in regard to the substances currently approved by the Commission for use by a second serving as a cut man during a Commission-sanctioned boxing, kickboxing or MMA event.
“PATHWAY TO GLORY” WOMEN’S EASTERN REGIONAL OLYMPIC TRIALS QUALIFIER II 

AMATEUR BOXING TOURNAMENT

SEPTEMBER 8 - 11, 2015 - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Executive Director Pannella reported that USA Boxing, Inc. held its Women’s Eastern Regional Olympic Trials Qualifier II Amateur Boxing Tournament from September 8 - 11, 2015 at the Baltimore Harbor Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella stated that he attended the “Bronze Medal Bouts” and “Gold Medal Bouts” held on the last day of the tournament, noting that event organizers called the event a tremendous success on all fronts.  The Commission recognized the many dedicated individuals representing Maryland’s amateur boxing community who volunteered their time and efforts in support of this major national boxing event.

The Commission reported that:  (1) The International Boxing Association (AIBA) for amateur boxing ruled that male boxers will now be competing in all “Elite Men’s” competitions – including in the Olympics and in Olympic Qualifier Tournaments – without wearing protective headgear; and (2) Maryland State law requires an amateur boxer to wear protective headgear in each boxing match held in the State of Maryland and, subsequently, the Men’s Eastern Regional Olympic Trials Qualifier II Amateur Boxing Tournament was not held in Maryland.  The Commission noted that several jurisdictions, including the State of California and the District of Columbia, require amateur boxers to wear protective headgear when competing in bouts.
 COMMISSION INVESTIGATION:  

“RENAISSANCE RUMBLE” SHOWS AT
MARYLAND RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with the following report.  The Commission received an inquiry via e-mail on August 5, 2015 from an individual who was inquiring as to whether “Renaissance Rumble” shows, featured on a frequent basis at the Maryland Renaissance Festival in Crownsville, Maryland, should be sanctioned and regulated by the Commission as wrestling events.  Subsequently, the Commission conducted an investigation to make such a determination.  
An agreement was reached between Renaissance Rumble organizers and the Commission so that the Renaissance Rumble shows taking place at the Maryland Renaissance Festival will occur without any Commission sanctioning or regulation. Certain identifiable wrestling maneuvers were removed from the activity in order to avoid Commission regulation.  A Commission inspector attended a recent Renaissance Rumble show at the Maryland Renaissance Festival, conducting a random inspection of the activity.  The Commission inspector reported that the participants were in compliance with the agreement forged between Renaissance Rumble organizers and the Commission.  The Commission encouraged Renaissance Rumble organizers to apply to the Commission for a promoter's license at some point in the future in order to hold wrestling events under the Renaissance Rumble name at various venues in the State of Maryland.  In doing so, Renaissance Rumble participants would be able to present, and to engage in, actual wrestling maneuvers permissible under Commission regulation.  

REVIEW OF JULY 9, 2015 PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Chairman Dansicker and Commissioner Rahman led a Commission review of the professional boxing event promoted by Hardwork Promotions, LLC, advertising as Hardwork Promotions, and held on July 9, 2015 at Tall Cedars Hall in Parkville, Maryland.  The professional boxing event included six professional boxing contests and 30 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.

Executive Director Pannella reported that Samir Barakat was rendered unconscious for an extended period of time after being knocked out by Travis Reeves at 1:15 of the sixth round of their boxing contest.

Commissioner Rahman applauded the Commission’s team of physicians, inspectors and the Executive Director, as well as the promoter’s ambulance crew and security staff members, for their combined efforts in effectively responding to a medical emergency in the ring and facilitating rapid hospital transport for Mr. Barakat.  Commissioner Rahman opined that the Commission’s response to caring for Mr. Barakat “was the most professionally handled” emergency involving a contestant that Commissioner Rahman had ever witnessed. 
REVIEW OF JULY 24, 2015 PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Commissioner Alperstein and Commissioner Rahman led a review of the professional boxing event promoted by District Sports, Inc., advertising as District Sports, and held on July 24, 2015 at The Horseshoe Casino in Baltimore, Maryland. The professional boxing event included seven professional boxing contests and 30 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  
Chairman Dansicker pointed out that this boxing event marked the first time in history that a Commission-sanctioned event is being held at a casino in the State of Maryland.
Commissioner Alperstein and Commission Rahman both remarked that several of the boxing contests featured in this boxing event were very competitive.

The Commission determined that, because contracted purse monies were not paid by the promoter to certain competing boxers in a timely manner, it would only consider approving future boxing events proposed by District Sports, Inc. if purse monies for all boxers scheduled to compete are secured by the Commission in advance of the holding of any District Sports boxing event. 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS

The Commission held a discussion in regard to the professional boxing events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland, including the following:  

Professional Boxing Event 

“An Evening Ringside to Benefit The Jonathan Ogden Foundation”

Thursday, November 12, 2015 - 8:30 p.m. Starting Time

Martin’s Valley Mansion

594 Cranbrook Road - Hunt Valley, Maryland

Promoter:  Ponytail Promotions, Inc. 

advertising as Ponytail Promotions; and

Professional Boxing Event

Saturday, December 12, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

Promoter:  Shawstyle Productions, LLC

advertising as Shawstyle Productions



The Clarence “Du” Burns Arena

3100 Boston Street (Canton) - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Shawstyle Productions, LLC 

                  advertising as Shawstyle Productions.

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT

The Commission held a discussion in regard to the professional MMA event currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland:  

Professional MMA Event 

“Shogun Fights 13” 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

The Royal Farms Arena (The Baltimore Arena)
201 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, 

advertising as “Shogun Fights 13”.

UPCOMING COMMISSION MEETINGS
Chairman Dansicker announced that the next three Commission meetings, all scheduled to be held in the Third Floor Conference Room at 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore, Maryland will be held on:  (1) Wednesday, October 28, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.; (2) Tuesday, November 24, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.; and (3) Wednesday, December 16, 2015.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Rahman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:12 p.m..
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