MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, May 21, 2025
On Wednesday, May 21, 2025, the Maryland State Athletic Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman David Norman at 3:01 p.m.  Present were the following: Chairman David Norman, Commissioner Dr. Kristi Hall, Commissioner Brian Boles, Commissioner Carl Wilson, Commissioner James “Binky” Jones, John Dove, Commissioner for O&P, Sarah McDermott, Assistant Commissioner for O&P, Eric London, Assistant Attorney General and Counsel, Matthew McKinney, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Olga Escobar, Administrative Officer, and Executive Director Johnston Brown. This was a hybrid meeting with Commission members, Commission staff, and the public both meeting in-person and using the Google Meets platform. 
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES
Minutes were discussed from the meeting of April 16, 2025. Commissioner Boles made a motion to approve the minutes and seconded by Commissioner Wilson. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Dave Norman continued the discussion from the April Commission Meeting regarding bout approvals.  Chairman Norman also advised that the Commission is in the process of drafting statutory and regulatory changes regarding the length of time medical records must be presented to the Commission.  Chairman Norman noted that medical records are currently good for 30 days, but to be consistent with other jurisdictions, the Commission is looking to amend that to 90 days. Chairman Norman noted that counsel to the Commission, AAG Eric London, had advised that a Bill must be submitted to the Legislature to modify the current Statute.
Chairman Norman also discussed possibly changing the current regulation for the age of combatants that require further medical evaluation from 36 to 38 years old, as well as adjusting the “Boxing Severity Index” (BSI) which is used to measure a fighter’s risk of suffering an acute or chronic brain injury. Chairman Norman indicated that the issue would be presented to the Commission at a later time, once research had been performed. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Report on Muay Thai Regulations:
Executive Director Johnston Brown asked AAG London to discuss the status of the Muay Thai Regulations. AAG London advised the Commission that the regulations for Muay Thai that had been passed at the September of 2024 meeting, were slated to be published at the end of May in the Maryland Register.  He indicated that there were formatting changes to the original document, but no substantive changes.  Mr. London thanked Jason Curtis and Matthew McKinney for their assistance in the matter. 
Per AAG London, the proposed Regulations will be published in the Maryland Register at the end of May.  Mr. London advised that once they have been published, the public will have 30 days to submit comments to the Executive Director. Mr. London further advised that he anticipated that at the July Commission meeting the Commission will have a vote to have the proposed regulations go final. Mr. London indicated that 10 days after publication of the Final regulations, , the Muay Thai regulations should become final.
REVIEW OF COMMISSION SANCTIONED EVENTS
Executive Director Johnston Brown advised the Commission about the Boxing and Wrestling events of the previous month. Those events included the following:
Voltage Wrestling, April 18th, Boonsboro
AWA Wrestling, April 26th, Waldorf
MCW Wrestling, April 26th, Joppa
Jeter Promotions Boxing, May 10, Rosecroft
MCW Wrestling, May 17th, Joppa
ACW Wrestling, April 27th, Glen Burnie
ACW Wrestling, May 16th, Baltimore
FWA Wrestling, May 4th, Havre de Grace
C3W Wrestling, May 18th, Hollywood

UPCOMING EVENTS
Executive Director Johnston Brown led the Commission in a discussion of upcoming events, which included the following:

Dwarfinators Wrestling, May 23rd
Voltage Wrestling, May 23rd, Boonsboro
Flying V Wrestling, May 31st, Silver Spring
FWA Wrestling, June 1st, Havre de Grace
ACW Wrestling, June 13th, Sailsbury
EWA Wrestling, June 14th, Baltimore
MCW Wrestling, June 14th, Joppa
Ponytail Promotions Boxing, July 19th, Baltimore
Jeter Promotions Boxing, July 26th, Maryland Live!

A motion to approve the upcoming Dwarfinators Wrestling event on May 23 the completion of the Promoter interview was made by Commissioner Hall and seconded by Commissioner Boles. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
[bookmark: _Hlk199260278]A motion to approve the upcoming Voltage Wrestling event on May 23 was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commission Hall. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming Flying V Wrestling event on May 31 was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commission Hall. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming FWA Wrestling event on June 1 was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commission Jones. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming ACW Wrestling event on June 13 was made by Commissioner Jones and seconded by Commission Wilson. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming EWA Wrestling event on June 14 was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commission Jones. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming MCW Wrestling event on June 14 was made by Commissioner Hall and seconded by Commission Wilson. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming Ponytail Promotions Boxing event on July 19 was made by Commissioner Jones and seconded by Commission Hall. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
A motion to approve the upcoming Jeter Promotions Boxing event on July 26 was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commission Hall. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no New Business discussed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Matthew Van Valkenburgh thanked the Commission for allowing him to contribute to the process of initiating the regulations for introducing Muay Thai to the State of Maryland. 
Christen Jeter discussed the May 10 Rosecroft Boxing promotion as well as upcoming Jeter Promotion Boxing events. She also requested the Commission make available a clear structure regarding fees for Boxing events that surpass 40 rounds.
Christen Jeter asked for further clarification for the “Advanced Medicals” requirement to which Chairman Dave Norman responded.


ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Dave Norman called for a motion for adjournment at 3:38pm that was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Hall, the Commission unanimously approved the motion. 



/s/David Norman
Chairman
