 MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2014
The Wednesday, May 28, 2014 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order by Acting Chairman Ben Alperstein at 3:08 p.m..  Present were:  Acting Chairman Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Sean Malone; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Eric London, Counsel; and Leigh Hoyt, Administrative Specialist.
PONYTAIL PROMOTIONS, INC.

ISSUANCE OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Ponytail Promotions, Inc., advertising as Ponytail Promotions, applied to the Commission on April 29, 2014 to receive its license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Acting Chairman Alperstein interviewed the promoter’s representative for Ponytail Promotions, Inc., James F. Hogan.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Acting Chairman Alperstein reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Hogan, and were satisfied that Ponytail Promotions, Inc. complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Acting Chairman Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the license of Ponytail Promotions, Inc. as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella reported that licensed promoter Gene Molovinsky was previously approved by the Commission to hold professional boxing events at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland on March 8, 2014, April 25, 2014 and July 25, 2014, respectively.  Mr. Pannella explained that Mr. Molovinsky cancelled these Commission-approved boxing events for the purposes of changing the date of each boxing event for business reasons.
Mr. Pannella reported that the following professional boxing events were previously approved by a quorum of Commission members via a telephone poll of Commission members:
(1)
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, March 7, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



Rosecroft Raceway

6336 Rosecroft Drive - Ft. Washington, Maryland



Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing;

(2)
Professional Boxing Event



Saturday, April 12, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



The Patapsco Arena
3301 Annapolis Road - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  Hardwick Promotions, LLC; and
(3)
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, April 18, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



Rosecroft Raceway

6336 Rosecroft Drive - Ft. Washington, Maryland



Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing.

Upon a motion by Acting Chairman Alperstein, seconded by Commissioner Malone, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional boxing events:
(1)
Professional Boxing Event



Saturday, June 28, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



The Clarence “Du” Burns Arena

1301 South Ellwood Avenue - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  Ponytail Promotions, Inc., advertising as Ponytail


Promotions;
(2)
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, July 18, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



Rosecroft Raceway

6336 Rosecroft Drive - Ft. Washington, Maryland



Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing;

(3)
Professional Boxing Event



Saturday, August 23, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



The Patapsco Sports Arena

3301 Annapolis Road - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  Hardwick Promotions, LLC; 

(4)
Professional Boxing Event



Saturday, October 11, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



The Patapsco Sports Arena

3301 Annapolis Road - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  Hardwick Promotions, LLC; and

(5)
Professional Boxing Event



Saturday, December 13, 2014 - 8:00 p.m.



The Patapsco Sports Arena

3301 Annapolis Road - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  Hardwick Promotions, LLC.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENTS

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional MMA events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella reported that licensed promoter John J. Rallo is desirous of holding two professional MMA events at The First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland on June 21, 2014 and November 15, 2014, respectively.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Rallo will be advertising as Shogun Fights for both of these MMA events.
Upon a motion by Acting Chairman Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional MMA events:

(1)
Professional MMA Event



Saturday, June 21, 2014 - 7:00 p.m.



First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, advertising as “Shogun Fights X”; and 
(2)
Professional MMA Event



Saturday, November 15, 2014 - 7:00 p.m.



First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland



Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, advertising as “Shogun Fights XI”. 

APPROVAL / CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Mr. Pannella reported that the following Commission-approved wrestling events wrestling events, previously approved by the Commission, were cancelled by the respective promoter for the purposes of either changing the date of a wrestling event or for other business reasons: 

(1)
Professional Wrestling Event (Cancelled - Change of Date)
Saturday, March 1, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time



Orchard Beach Banquet Hall

7549 Solley Road - Glen Burnie, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Wrestling Federation (MWF);

(2)
Professional Wrestling Event (Cancelled - Change of Date)
Saturday, April 26, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



The New Green Room

2401 North Point Boulevard - Dundalk, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
(3)
Professional Wrestling Event (Cancelled)
Saturday, June 7, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm

596 South Frederick Avenue - Gaithersburg, Maryland

Promoter:  John Diamondidis, advertising as 

Covey Pro Wrestling; 

(4)
Professional Wrestling Event (Cancelled)
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time

(One Wrestling Match to Follow Frederick Keys Baseball Game)



Frederick Keys Stadium 

Frederick, Maryland

Promoter:  John Diamondidis, advertising as 

Covey Pro Wrestling; and
(5) 
Professional Wrestling Event (Cancelled - Change of Date)
Saturday, August 9, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

The New Green Room

2401 North Point Boulevard - Dundalk, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW). 

Mr. Pannella reported that the following wrestling events were previously approved by a quorum of Commission members via a telephone poll of Commission members:
(1)
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, April 25, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



The New Green Room

2401 North Point Boulevard - Dundalk, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

(2)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, May 17, 2014 - 1:00 p.m. Starting Time



St. Mary’s Recreation Center

23150 Leonard Hall Drive - Leonardtown, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Ground Zero Wrestling (GXW); and

(3)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, May 17, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. Starting Time



Liberty High School

5855 Bartholow Road - Eldersburg, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW). 

Upon a motion by Acting Chairman Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
(1)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, May 31, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Tall Cedars Hall

2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

      
Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA); 

(2)
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, June 6, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Bowie Baysox Stadium

4101 Crain Highway - Bowie, Maryland 

Promoter:  TNA Entertainment, LLC, advertising as 

      
TNA Impact Wrestling;

(3)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, June 7, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Wicomico Youth and Civic Center

500 Glen Avenue- Salisbury, Maryland

Promoter:  TNA Entertainment, LLC, advertising as 

      
TNA Impact Wrestling;

(4)
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, June 8, 2014 - 6:00 p.m. Starting Time



Ripken Stadium

873 Long Drive - Aberdeen, Maryland 

Promoter:  TNA Entertainment, LLC, advertising as 

      
TNA Impact Wrestling;

(5)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, June 14, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Superior Wrestling School

237 East Franklin Street - Hagerstown, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

National Wrestling League (NWL); 

(6)
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, June 20, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



St. Nicholas Greek Church

520 South Ponce Street - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

(7)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, June 21, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Tall Cedars Hall

2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

      
Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA); 

(8)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, July 12, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Patuxent River VFW Post

232282 Three Notch Road - California, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Ground Zero Wrestling (GXW);

(9)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, July 19, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Joppa Marketplace

1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); 

(10)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, July 26, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



OBI Building

8855 Veterans Highway - Millersville, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW); 

(11)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, August 2, 2014 - 2:00 p.m. Starting Time

St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds

42455 Fairgrounds Road - Leonardtown, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Ground Zero Wrestling (GXW); 

(12)
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, August 8, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

The New Green Room 

2401 North Point Boulevard - Dundalk, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); 

(13)
Professional Wrestling Event

Monday, September 8, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



The Baltimore Arena

201 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Events Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 

World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., advertising as 

WWE; 

(14)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, September 27, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Tall Cedars Hall

2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland 

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

      
Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA);

(15)
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, October 3, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Unique Sports Academy

109 Post Office Road - Waldorf, Maryland 

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); and 

(16)
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, October 25, 2014 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time



Tall Cedars Hall

2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, Maryland 

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as 

      
Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA). 

REVIEW OF JANUARY 17, 2014
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the January 17, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing, and held at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included seven professional boxing contests encompassing 34 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   
REVIEW OF FEBRUARY 21, 2014

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the February 21, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by The Maryland Boxing Club, Inc. and held at The Shipley Arena at the Carroll County Agricultural Center in Westminster, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included six professional boxing contests encompassing 38 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   

REVIEW OF MARCH 7, 2014

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the March 7, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing, and held at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included six professional boxing contests encompassing 30 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   

REVIEW OF APRIL 12, 2014

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 12, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by Hardwork Promotions, LLC and held at The Patapsco Sports Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included nine professional boxing contests encompassing 44 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   

REVIEW OF APRIL 18, 2014

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 18, 2014 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing, and held at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included six professional boxing contests encompassing 28 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.   

REVIEW OF APRIL 26, 2014

“UFC 172” PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Commissioner Malone and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 26, 2014 professional MMA event which was promoted by Zuffa, LLC dba Ultimate Fighting Championship, advertising as “UFC 172”, and held at The Baltimore Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that UFC 172 included 10 professional MMA contests encompassing 32 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition.  Mr. Pannella noted, further, that UFC 172 featured a five-round UFC Light Heavyweight Title bout – with Jon “Bones” Jones defending his championship belt against Glover Teixeira.

Commission Malone opined that UFC 172 featured several “exciting” bouts, and he applauded the four Commission referees who were selected by the Commission to work – Herb Dean, Dan Miragliotta, Kevin Mulhall and Mario Yamasaki – for their “quick” responses and outstanding officiating.
The Commission, at the recommendation of Counsel London, commended Mr. Pannella for Mr. Pannella’s efforts in both working to bring UFC 172 to the State of Maryland and in overseeing a well-regulated major MMA event.

Mr. Pannella explained the following.  UFC 172 was the second largest attended event ever held in the 51-year history of The Baltimore Arena, only eclipsed by a Bruce Springsteen concert.  UFC 172 was the second largest grossing event ever held in the 51-year history of The Baltimore Arena, only eclipsed by a Rolling Stones concert.  The Commission, receiving the strong support of the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR) and its senior staff, negotiated with Ultimate Fighting Championship over a four-month period to bring a UFC event to Maryland.  During this extended period of time, Mr. Pannella worked closely with Marc Ratner, Senior Vice President for Governmental and Regulatory Affairs for Ultimate Fighting Championship, who initiated the idea of holding UFC 172 in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella, representing the Commission, worked to ensure that all questions posed by Ultimate Fighting Championship with regard to tax-related, and regulatory-related, issues were fully answered to the complete satisfaction of Ultimate Fighting Championship.  Mr. Pannella also worked closely with Daniel C. Riley, Deputy Director of the Compliance Division of Comptroller of Maryland, to accurately respond to the tax-related inquiries posed by Ultimate Fighting Championship.  Licensed promoter John J. Rallo, III, who advertises as “Shogun Fights”, moved the original proposed date for “Shogun Fights 10” from April, 2014 to June 21, 2014 to accommodate, and to support, UFC 172 being held in Maryland.

Mr. Pannella also explained the following.  The Maryland State Athletic Commission “made MMA history” by being the first athletic commission to conduct, and to administer, out-of-competition random drug testing for professional MMA contestants competing in an Ultimate Fighting Championship event.  The out-of-competition random drug testing was performed in addition to the standard drug testing for controlled dangerous substances conducted by the Commission of every competing MMA contestant.  Mr. Jones made inquiry to the Commission, asking that out-of-competition random drug testing be performed both on him and on his opponent, Mr. Teixeira.  Mr. Teixeira agreed to such testing.  Ultimate Fight Championship consented to pay for all costs pertaining to the out-of-competition random drug testing of Mr. Jones and Mr. Teixeira.  The Commission selected The National Center for Drug Free Sport, Inc. to conduct the out-of-competition random drug testing of Mr. Jones and Mr. Teixeira.  The Commission was very pleased with the professional manner in which The National Center for Drug Free Sport, Inc. administrated these tests.
Mr. Pannella noted that, on behalf of the Commission, he issued the following public statement immediately after Mr. Jones informed certain members of MMA press that he had approached the Commission requesting that he and his opponent, Mr. Teixeira, receive out-of-competition random drug testing:  “The Maryland State Athletic Commission respects, and maintains, the confidentiality of the out-of-competition random drug testing currently being conducted of professional MMA fighters Jon Jones and Glover Teixeira as they prepare to compete in UFC 172 on April 26, 2014 in Baltimore, Maryland.  Given that one or both of these individuals have commented publicly on such testing, the Maryland State Athletic Commission commends Mr. Jones and Mr. Teixeira, as well as Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC), for their cooperation in supporting these additional drug testing measures.  The Maryland State Athletic Commission believes that such measures are significant and reflect favorably upon the sport of MMA.  We are looking forward to regulating UFC 172 in Baltimore.  To ensure the confidentiality of testing, there will be no further comment from the Maryland State Athletic Commission on this subject at this time.”

Mr. Pannella recognized Counsel London for the valuable role which Mr. London played in providing legal advice relating to the agreement forged between the Commission and The National Center for Drug Free Sport, Inc.. 

Mr. Pannella recognized the New Jersey Athletic Control Board for its strong support of the Commission’s administrative and regulatory efforts relating to UFC 172 – and, in particular, the noteworthy professional assistance of Counsel Nick Lembo and Chief Ringside Physician for MMA and Kickboxing Dr. Sheryl “Sherry” Wulkan, M.D..   

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, June  25, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Malone, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:35 p.m..









Patrick Pannella










Executive Director
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