MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2015
On Wednesday, March 25, 2015, the Maryland State Athletic Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker at 2:02 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman Dansicker; Commissioner Sean Malone; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Commissioner Malik Rahman; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Eric London, Counsel; and Leigh Hoyt, Administrative Assistant.  Not Present:  Commissioner Ben Alperstein.
RICHARD “DICK” CARICOFE

RETIREMENT FROM PROMOTING WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella reported that he received an e-mail on March 8, 2014 from Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advising the Commission that he would not be renewing his promoter’s license to hold wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  In his e-mail correspondence, Mr. Caricofe wrote that he based his decision on “various reasons” relating to the business side of wrestling; Mr. Caricofe thanked Executive Director Pannella for his efforts in working with him and extended his best wishes to the Commission.

The Commission extended its best wishes to Mr. Caricofe in his retirement from promoting wrestling events.
DENNIS WILLIAM WIPPRECHT, JR.

APPROVAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr. recently applied to the Commission for his promoter’s license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Wipprecht has been involved in the promotion of local wrestling events for many years, working in various capacities with two licensed promoters, and decided to apply for his own promoter’s license.  

Mr. Pannella reported that he and Chairman Dansicker interviewed Mr. Wipprecht.  Chairman Dansicker reported that he and Mr. Pannella reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Wipprecht, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the license of Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr. as a promoter.
DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSING COMMISSIONER VICTORIA WILKINS
Executive Director Pannella reported that Victoria Wilkins has been appointed as Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing (O&P), Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR).  Commissioner Wilkins replaces Michael Vorgetts, who was appointed as O&P Deputy Commissioner in the summer of 2012 and who went on to serve as O&P Acting Commissioner.  The Commission applauded Acting Commissioner Vorgetts for his noteworthy contributions in support of the Commission, and welcomed Commissioner Wilkins.  The Commission expressed its desire to work closely with Commissioner Wilkins in the years ahead to ensure the safe and effective regulation of combative sporting events sanctioned by the Commission.

Chairman Dansicker informed Commissioner Wilkins that the Commission works diligently to be “business friendly”, encouraging promoters to hold combative sports events and wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Chairman Dansicker noted, however, that the Commission maintains this position while not losing sight of protecting the contestants the Commission serves and meeting the needs of the public.

Commissioner Malone opined that there is an administrative “formula in place” which Executive Director Pannella and Commission staff members consistently execute when regulating combative sports events.  Commissioner Malone noted that this administrative formula keeps the safety of contestants as the “number one priority” of the Commission. 

Chairman Dansicker, citing the importance of the Commission not approving combative sports contests between mismatched opponents and referring to new medical data pertaining to traumatic head injuries suffered by contestants in various professional sports, opined that combative sports contestants receiving chronic traumatic brain injuries may not show symptoms of such injuries until many years after these contestants retire from competing in their respective sports.   
DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSING DEPUTY COMMISSIONER JOHN PAPAVASILIOU
Executive Director Pannella reported that John Papavasiliou has been appointed as Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing (O & P), Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR).  The Commission expressed its desire to work closely with Deputy Commissioner Papavasiliou in the years ahead to ensure the safe and effective regulation of combative sporting events sanctioned by the Commission.

Deputy Commissioner Papavasiliou reported that he attended the pro-am boxing event regulated by the Commission and held on March 20, 2015 at Martin’s West in Woodlawn, Maryland.  Deputy Commissioner Papavasiliou said that, after shadowing Executive Director Pannella and observing the Commission in administrative action throughout the course of the evening, he called the Commission’s staff performance an “impressive coordination of a complex system” of regulatory responsibilities.  
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that several of the wrestling events which were previously approved by the Commission under the promotion of Richard “Dick” Caricofe are now being promoted by Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr..
Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Malone, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events being promoted by Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr.:
Professional Wrestling Event 

Friday, April 24, 2015 - 8:00 p.m. Starting Time

Michael’s Eighth Avenue 

7220 Grayburn Drive - Glen Burnie, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 - 2:00 p.m. Starting Time

VFW Post # 2632 

23282 Three Notch Road - California, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Ground Zero Wrestling (GXW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Unique Sports Academy
109 Post Office Road - Waldorf, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Friday, June 19, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Michael’s Eighth Avenue 

7220 Grayburn Drive - Glen Burnie, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, June 27, 2015 - 2:00 p.m. Starting Time

VFW Post # 2632 

23282 Three Notch Road - California, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Ground Zero Wrestling (GXW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, July 18, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Marketplace 

1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, August 29, 2015 - 2:00 p.m. Starting Time

VFW Post # 2632 

23282 Three Notch Road - California, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Ground Zero Wrestling (GXW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Friday, September 11, 2015 - 8:00 p.m. Starting Time

“Rally in the Alley”
Della Rose’s Restaurant - The Avenue at White Marsh
8153 Honeygo Boulevard - White Marsh, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, September 19, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department
24801 Three Notch Road - Hollywood, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, October 3, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Marketplace 

1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, October 17, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Frederick Indoor Sports Center
1845 Brookfield Court Road - Frederick, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);

Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, November 7, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Unique Sports Academy
109 Post Office Road - Waldorf, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Marketplace 

1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); and
Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, December 26, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. Starting Time

Joppa Marketplace 

1000 Joppa Farm Road - Joppa, Maryland

Promoter:  Dennis William Wipprecht, Jr., advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW).
REVIEW OF MARCH 20, 2015 PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with the following report in regard to the pro-am boxing event promoted by Shawstyle Productions, LLC advertising as Shawstyle Productions and held on March 20, 2015 at Martin’s West in Woodlawn, Maryland.  
The boxing event included eight professional boxing contests and 56 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition, with three women’s world championship boxing contests being featured.  The professional boxing portion of the event was preceded by five amateur boxing contests and 15 scheduled rounds of amateur boxing under the sanctioning and supervision of the South Atlantic Association of USA Boxing, Inc..
Along with the Commission, the Universal Boxing Federation (UBF) sanctioned each of the three scheduled world championship boxing contests.  The UBF supervisor for all three boxing contests was Paul H. Kennemore, Jr. of Greenwood, South Carolina.
Tori Nelson (United States / Virginia) competed in a scheduled ten-round boxing contest against Kita Watkins (United States / Texas), and Ms. Nelson won by a unanimous decision.  This boxing contest was for the UBF “Women’s Junior Middleweight Title”; the judges’ scores were:  100-89; 100-89; and 100-89.
Jennifer Salinas (United States / Virginia) competed in a scheduled ten-round boxing contest against Angel Gladney (United States / South Carolina), and Ms. Salinas won by a unanimous decision.  This boxing contest was for the UBF “Women’s Super Featherweight Title”; the judges’ scores were:  98-92; 99-91; and 99-91.
Tyrieshia Douglas (United States / Washington, DC) competed in a scheduled ten-round boxing contest against Chantel Cordova (United States / Colorado), and Ms. Douglas won by technical knockout at 1:35 of the seventh round.  This boxing contest was for the UBF “Women's Flyweight Title”.

Commissioner Rahman, describing the excitement and energy generated by the sellout crowd as “off the chart”, opined that most of the professional boxing contests held were competitive.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Malone, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 2:48 p.m..
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